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PART 1 
 

RATES AND REGULATIONS FOR WATER SERVICE 
 

 
§26-101. Schedule of Water Rates. 
 
1. The schedule of water rates applicable to all types of domestic, commercial, indus-

trial and public customers within the Borough of Ambler shall be as follows: 
 
 

METER SERVICE RATE SCHEDULE AMBLER BOROUGH 
 
Applicable for all metered services to domestic, commercial, industrial and public cus-
tomers in the Borough of Ambler. 
 
 

SINGLE POINT SERVICE 
 
The customer charge and consumption charge is applied based upon the applicable me-
ter size and total consumption as recorded by the single meter regardless of the number 
of units, with the rate as noted applicable to the gallons of the total consumption. Note: 
(I) indicates increase; (C) indicates change; (NC) indicates no change. 
 
 
Customer Charge 
 
Each customer shall be billed the monthly or quarterly customer charge set forth below 
based on the size of the meter installed to service the customer. 
 
Meter Size 
(inches) Per Month (I)(C) Per Quarter (I)(C) 

5/8 $3.31 $9.93 

3/4 $3.89 $11.63 

1 $4.71 $14.12 

1 1/2 $9.92 $29.73 

2 $13.60 $40.79 

3 $41.66 $124.98 

4 $103.98 $311.94 

6 $163.47 $490.38 

8 $215.66 $646.98 

10 $284.18 $852.53 
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Meter Size 
(inches) Per Month (I)(C) Per Quarter (I)(C) 

12 $374.46 $1,123.38 

 
 
Consumption Charge 
 
This rate will apply for all consumption including customers taking "Single Point Ser-
vice" at a building housing two or more (multiple) dwelling units. 
 

Gallons in Blocks 

Block Month Quarter Rate per 1,000 Gallons (I)(C) 

First 36,667 110,000 $3.5518 

Next 33,333 100,000 $3.1119 

All over 70,000 210,000 $2.9026 

 
 

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE 
 
Applicable for hydrants furnished and maintained by the Borough of Ambler Water De-
partment to individual customers located within the limits of Ambler Borough. Meters 
for private fire service will be furnished and maintained by the Borough of Ambler Wa-
ter Department. Meters will be set in vaults constructed from masonry materials with 
drainage capability on the property of the customer. The vaults are to be constructed 
and maintained at the expense of the customer. Note: (I) indicates increase; (C) indi-
cates change; (NC) indicates no change. 
 

Rates Per 

Fire Protection Service Month Quarter Annum 

Public - Per Hydrant (applicable to all 
hydrants in the Borough) 

$12.17 (NC) $36.51 $146.05(NC) 

Private - Per Hydrant $43.47 (I)(C) $107.18 $521.65 (I)(C) 

 
For each service line of the sizes stated below connected to mains of the Borough of Am-
bler's water system located within the Borough limits, the following rates apply. Note: 
(I) indicates increase; (C) indicates change; (NC) indicates no change. 
 

Rates Per (I)(C) 

Fire Protection Service Month Quarter Annum 

Sprinkler System – 1-inch $12.43 $37.31 $149.24 

Sprinkler System – 2-inch $26.10 $78.32 $313.25 
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Rates Per (I)(C) 

Fire Protection Service Month Quarter Annum 

Sprinkler System – 4-inch $32.82 $98.47 $393.94 

Sprinkler System – 6-inch $43.47 $130.41 $521.65 

Sprinkler System – 8-inch $70.92 $212.76 $851.05 

Sprinkler System – 10-inch $93.79 $281.34 $1,125.34 

Sprinkler System – 12-inch $119.66 $358.98 $1,435.90 

 

Rates Per (I)(C) 

Fire Protection Service Month Quarter Annum 

Standby Connections – 1-inch $12.43 $37.31 $149.24 

Standby Connections – 2-inch $26.10 $78.32 $313.25 

Standby Connections – 4-inch $32.82 $98.47 $393.94 

Standby Connections – 6-inch $43.47 $130.41 $521.65 

Standby Connections – 8-inch $70.92 $212.76 $851.05 

Standby Connections – 10-inch $93.79 $281.34 $1,125.34 

Standby Connections – 12-inch $119.66 $358.98 $1,435.90 

 
 

DOMESTIC MULTIPLE METER SETS 
 
Where two meters serve a domestic premise from a single service and one meter is for 
normal domestic service and the second meter is for fire protection service, charges will 
be based on the customer charge applicable to the smaller of the two meters plus the 
applicable fire protection domestic multiple meter set size charge. The maximum size 
meter, in the instance of fire protection domestic multiple meter sets shall be two 
inches. Note: (I) indicates increase; (C) indicates change; (NC) indicates no change. 
 

Rates Per (I)(C) 

Domestic Multiple Meter Sets Month Quarter Annum 

1-inch $12.43 $37.31 --- 

2-inch $26.10 $78.32 --- 

 
(Ord. 983, 12/15/2003, §2; as amended by Ord. 1035, 3/17/2009) 
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§26-102. Rules and Regulations Adopted. 
 
There are hereby adopted as the rules and regulations governing the furnishing of wa-
ter service to customers located within the Borough of Ambler the same rules which 
were approved by order of the Public Utility Commission, dated November 9, 1995. 
 
(Ord. 917, 12/26/1995, §2) 
 
 
§26-103. Effective Date. 
 
The effective date of this Part shall be the same as the effective date of the approval of 
the same rate schedule, by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, applicable to 
water customers outside the Borough of Ambler, which schedule became effective by or-
der of the Commission on January 1, 1996, as to the rates and on November 9, 1995, as 
to the rules and regulations. 
 
(Ord. 917, 12/26/1995, §3) 
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PART 2 
 

WATER CONSERVATION 
 

 
§26-201. General Policy. 
 
No water shall be provided for internal or external use to any residential, commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, recreational, governmental or public building or structure of 
any kind which is constructed or remodeled and in which plumbing, water piping or wa-
ter fixtures are to be installed, extended or altered in any way and for which construc-
tion a permit is required to be obtained from Ambler Borough unless the new, extended 
or altered plumbing, water piping and other water using fixtures therein conform to the 
requirements and standards of §26-202 of this Part. The provisions of this Part shall 
apply to any such building or structure for which such a building permit is issued or 
would otherwise be required to be issued but for such an exemption, on or after July 15, 
1991. 
 
(Ord. 865, 7/15/1991, §1) 
 
 
§26-202. Water Conservation Performance Standards for Plumbing Fixtures 
and Fittings. 
 
1. Water Closets and Associated Flushing Mechanisms. The water consumption of 

water closets shall not exceed an average of 1.6 gallons per flush cycle over a 
range of test pressures from 20 to 80 psi. The fixture shall perform in accordance 
with the test requirements of the ANSI A122.19.2M and ANSI A112.19.6M. 

 
2. Urinals and Associated Flushing Mechanisms. Urinal water consumption shall 

not exceed an average of 1.5 gallons per flush cycle over a range of test pressures 
fro 20 to 80 psi. The fixtures shall permit in accordance with the test require-
ments of ANSI A122-19.2M and ANSI A112.19.6M. 

 
3. Showerheads. Shower discharge rates shall not exceed three gallons of water per 

minute over a range of test pressures from 20 to 80 psi. The fixture shall perform 
in accordance with the test requirements of ANSI A122.18.1M. 

 
4. Faucets. Sink and lavatory faucet discharge rates shall not exceed three gallons of 

water per minute over a range of test pressures from 20 to 80 psi. The fixture 
shall perform in accordance with the test requirements of ANSI A112.18.1M. 

 
(Ord. 865, 7/15/1991, §2) 
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§26-203. Special Provisions. 
 
1. Special Purpose Equipment. The performance standards of §26-202 shall not ap-

ply to fixtures and fittings such as emergency showers, aspirator faucets and 
blowout fixtures that, in order to perform a specialized function, cannot meet the 
specified standards. 

 
2. Exemptions. Any person(s) may apply to the Borough of Ambler for an exemption 

to the terms of this Part, which may be granted by the Borough Council, upon 
proof that some other device, system or procedure will save as much or more wa-
ter as those set forth herein of that those set forth herein cannot be complied with, 
without undue hardship. 

 
(Ord. 865, 7/15/1991, §3) 
 
 
§26-204. Official Review and Modification. 
 
The Borough Council may, from time to time, modify, add to or remove from the stan-
dards and restrictions herein. 
 
(Ord. 865, 7/15/1991, §4) 
 
 
§26-205. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $1,000 plus costs and, in 
default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 30 
days. Each day that a violation of this Part continues or each Section of this Part which 
shall be found to have been violated shall be construed as a separate offense. 
 
(Ord. 865, 7/15/1991, §6; as amended by A.O. 
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PART 3 
 

DRAINAGE 
 

 
§26-301. Responsibility for Keeping Streams and Watercourses Open. 
 
All owners and occupiers of property within the Borough of Ambler, through whose 
property flow streams or watercourses, are required to remove from the beds of such 
streams or watercourses, and thereafter to keep free from same, all trash, debris, or 
other structures or things which impede the flow of water through the said streams or 
watercourses. 
 
(Ord. 488, 9/10/1962, §1) 
 
 
§26-302. Notice to Remove Nuisances from Streams and Watercourses; Author-
ity for Borough to Do Work and Collect Cost and Additional Amount. 
 
The Borough Council or any officer or employee of the Borough designated thereby for 
the purpose, is hereby authorized to give notice by personal service or by United States 
mail to the owner or occupant, as the case may be, of any premises through which the 
free passage of water in a stream or watercourse is prevented by reason of the accumu-
lation of junk, debris or other structures or things, in violation of the provisions of the 
first section of this Part, directing and requiring such owner or occupant to remove said 
nuisance so as to conform to the requirements of this Part within five days after issu-
ance of such notice. In case any person, firm or corporation shall neglect, fail or refuse to 
comply with such notice within the period of time stated therein, the Borough authori-
ties may remove such junk, debris, structures or things, and the cost thereof, together 
with any additional penalty authorized by the law, may be collected by the Borough 
from such person, firm or corporation, in the manner provided by law. 
 
(Ord. 488, 9/10/1962, §2) 
 
 
§26-303. Penalty. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $1,000 plus costs and, in 
default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 30 
days. Each day that a violation of this Part continues or each Section of this Part which 
shall be found to have been violated shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ord. 488, 9/10/1962, §3; as amended by Ord. 785, 11/21/1983; and by A.O. 
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PART 4 
 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 
 

A. General Provisions. 
 
§26-401. Short Title. 
 
This Part shall be known and may be cited as the “Ambler Borough Stormwater Man-
agement Ordinance.” 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §101) 
 
 
§26-402. Statement of Findings. 
 
The Borough Council of the Borough of Ambler finds that: 
 
 A. Stormwater runoff from lands modified by human activities threatens public 

health and safety by causing decreased infiltration of rainwater and in-
creased runoff flows and velocities, which overtax the carrying capacity of 
existing streams and storm sewers, and greatly increases the cost to the 
public to manage stormwater. 

 
 B. Inadequate planning and management of stormwater runoff resulting from 

land development and redevelopment throughout a watershed can also 
harm surface water resources by changing the natural hydrologic patterns, 
accelerating stream flows (which increase scour and erosion of stream-beds 
and stream-banks thereby elevating sedimentation), destroying aquatic 
habitat and elevating aquatic pollutant concentrations and loadings such as 
sediments, nutrients, heavy metals and pathogens. Groundwater resources 
are also impacted through loss of recharge. 

 
 C. A program of stormwater management, including reasonable regulation of 

land development and redevelopment causing loss of natural infiltration, is 
fundamental to the public health, safety, welfare and the protection of the 
people of the Borough of Ambler and all the people of the Commonwealth, 
their resources and the environment. 

 
 D. Stormwater can be an important water resource by providing groundwater 

recharge for water supplies and base flow of streams, which also protects 
and maintains surface water quality. 

 
 E. Public education on the control of pollution from stormwater is an essential 

component in successfully addressing stormwater. 
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 F. Federal and State regulations require certain municipalities to implement a 
program of stormwater controls. These municipalities are required to obtain 
a permit for stormwater discharges from their separate storm sewer sys-
tems under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). 

 
 G. Non-stormwater discharges to municipal separate storm sewer systems can 

contribute to pollution of waters of the Commonwealth by the Borough of 
Ambler. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §102) 
 
 
§26-403. Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this Part is to promote health, safety and welfare within the Borough of 
Ambler and its watershed by minimizing the harms and maximizing the benefits de-
scribed in §26-402 of this Part, through provisions designed to: 
 
 A. Manage stormwater runoff impacts at their source by regulating activities 

that cause the problems. 
 
 B. Provide review procedures and performance standards for stormwater plan-

ning and management. 
 
 C. Utilize and preserve the existing natural drainage systems as much as pos-

sible. 
 
 D. Manage stormwater impacts close to the runoff source, which requires a 

minimum of structures and relies on natural processes. 
 
 E. Focus on infiltration of stormwater, to maintain groundwater recharge, to 

prevent degradation of surface and groundwater quality and to otherwise 
protect water resources. 

 
 F. Maintain existing flows and quality of streams and watercourses. 
 
 G. Meet legal water quality requirements under State law, including regula-

tions at Pa. Code Chapter 93.4a to protect and maintain “existing uses” and 
maintain the level of water quality to support those uses in all streams and 
to protect and maintain water quality in “special protection” streams. 

 
 H. Prevent scour and erosion of stream bands and streambeds. 
 
 I. Provide for proper operations and maintenance of all permanent stormwater 

management BMPs that are implemented in the Borough of Ambler. 
 
 J. Provide a mechanism to identify controls necessary to meet the NPDES 

permit requirements. 
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 K. Implement an illegal discharge detection and elimination program to ad-

dress non-stormwater discharges into the Borough of Ambler’s separate 
storm sewer system. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §103) 
 
 
§26-404. Statutory Authority. 
 
The Borough of Ambler is empowered to regulate land use activities that affect storm-
water impacts by the authority of the Municipalities Planning Code. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §104) 
 
 
§26-405. Applicability. 
 
1. This Part applies to any regulated earth disturbance activities within the Borough 

of Ambler, and all stormwater runoff entering into the Borough of Ambler’s sepa-
rate storm sewer system from lands within the boundaries of the Borough of Am-
bler. 

 
2. Earth disturbance activities and associated stormwater management controls are 

also regulated under existing State law and implementing regulations. This Part 
shall operate in coordination with those parallel requirements; the requirements 
of this Part shall be no less restrictive in meeting the purposes of this Part than 
State law. 

 
3. Any earth disturbance activity on a parcel of land where the area being disturbed 

is at least 4,000 square feet or more. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §105) 
 
 
§26-406. Severability. 
 
In the event that any Section or provision of this Part is declared invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of any of the remaining 
provisions of this Part. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §107) 
 
 
§26-407. Compatibility With Other Requirements. 
 
1. Approvals issued and actions taken under this Part do not relieve the applicant of 

the responsibility to secure required permits or approvals for activities regulated 
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by any other code, law, regulation or ordinance. To the extent that this Part im-
poses more rigorous or stringent requirements for stormwater management, the 
specific requirements contained in this Part shall be followed. 

 
2. Nothing in this Part shall be construed to affect any of the Borough of Ambler’s 

requirements regarding stormwater matters which do not conflict with the provi-
sions of this Part, such as local stormwater management design criteria (e.g., inlet 
spacing, inlet type, collection system design and details, outlet structure design, 
etc.). Conflicting provisions in other municipal ordinances or regulations shall be 
construed to retain the requirements of this Part addressing State Water Quality 
Requirements. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. I, §108) 
 
 
B. Definitions. 
 
§27-411. Definitions. 
 
For the purposes of this Part, certain terms and words used herein shall be interpreted 
as follows: 
 
 A. Words used in the present tense include the future tense; the singular num-

ber includes the plural and the plural number includes the singular; words 
of masculine gender include feminine gender; and words of feminine gender 
include masculine gender. 

 
 B. The word “includes” or “including” shall not limit the term to the specific 

example but is intended to extend its meaning to all other instances of like 
kind and character. 

 
 C. The words “shall” and “must” are mandatory; the words “may” and “should” 

are permissive. 
 
 ACCELERATED EROSION — the removal of the surface of the land through the 

combined action of human activities and the natural processes, at a rate greater 
than would occur because of the natural process alone. 

 
 APPLICANT — a landowner, developer or other person who has filed an applica-

tion for approval to engage in any regulated earth disturbance activity at a project 
site in the Borough of Ambler. 

 
 BOROUGH of AMBLER — Ambler Borough, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 
 
 BMP (Best Management Practice) — activities, facilities, designs, measures or 

procedures used to manage stormwater impacts from regulated earth disturbance 
activities, to meet State Water Quality Requirements, to promote groundwater re-
charge and to otherwise meet the purposes of this Part. BMPs include, but are not 
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limited to, infiltration, filter strips, low impact design, bio-retention, wet ponds, 
permeable paving, grassed swales, forested buffers, sand filters and detention ba-
sins. 

 
 CONSERVATION DISTRICT — the Montgomery County Conservation District. 
 
 DEP — the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
 DEVELOPER — a person that seeks to undertake any regulated earth distur-

bance activities at a project site in the Borough of Ambler. 
 
 DEVELOPMENT — see “Earth Disturbance Activity,” The term includes redevel-

opment. 
 
 DEVELOPMENT SITE — the specific tract of land where any earth disturbance 

activities in the Borough of Ambler are planned, conducted or maintained. 
 
 DISCHARGE — the outflow of water, silt or other mobile substances passing 

along a conduit, watercourse or channel or released from any type of detention or 
stormwater management feature. 

 
 EARTH DISTURBANCE ACTIVITY — a construction or other human activity 

which disturbs the surface of the land including, but not limited to, clearing and 
grubbing, grading, excavations, embankments, road maintenance, building con-
struction and the moving, depositing, stockpiling or storing of soil, rock or earth 
materials. 

 
 EROSION — the process by which the surface of the land, including channels, is 

worn away by water, wind or chemical action. 
 
 EROSION and SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN — a plan for a project site which 

identified BMPs to minimize accelerated erosion and sedimentation. 
 
 FILL — any earth disturbance activity resulting in a difference between any given 

point on the original ground level and the same point on the final ground level 
once the earth disturbance activity has been completed, wherein the final ground 
level is at a higher elevation than the original ground level. 

 
 GROUNDWATER RECHARGE — replenishment of existing natural underground 

water supplies. 
 
 IMPERVIOUS SURFACE — a surface that prevents the infiltration of water into 

the ground. Impervious surface includes, but is not limited to, any roof, parking or 
driveway areas, and any new streets and sidewalks. Any surface areas designed to 
initially be gravel or crushed stone shall be assumed to be impervious surfaces. 
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 NPDES — National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, the Federal gov-
ernment’s system for issuance of permits under the Clean Water Act, which is 
delegated to DEP in Pennsylvania. 

 
 OUTFALL — “point source” as described in 40 CFR §122.2 at the point where the 

Borough of Ambler’s storm sewer system discharges to surface waters of the 
Commonwealth. 

 
 PERSON — an individual, partnership, public or private association or corpora-

tion, or a governmental unit, public utility or any other legal entity whatsoever 
which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties. 

 
 POINT SOURCE — any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance including, 

but not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel or conduit from which storm-
water is or may be discharged, as defined in State regulations at 25 Pa. Code 
§92.1 

 
 PROJECT SITE — the specific area of land where any regulated earth distur-

bance activities in the Borough of Ambler are planned, conducted or maintained. 
 
 REDEVELOPMENT — earth disturbance activities on land which has previously 

been disturbed or developed. 
 
 REGULATED EARTH DISTURBANCE ACTIVITY — earth disturbance activity 

one acre or more with a point source discharge to surface waters of the Borough of 
Ambler’s storm sewer system, or five acres or more regardless of the planned run-
off. This includes earth disturbance on any portion of, part, or during any stage of, 
a larger common plan of development. This only includes road maintenance activi-
ties involving 25 acre or more or earth disturbance. 

 
 ROAD MAINTENANCE — earth disturbance activities within the existing road 

cross-section, such as grading and repairing existing unpaved road surfaces, cut-
ting road banks, cleaning or clearing drainage ditches and other similar activities. 

 
 SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM — a conveyance or system of conveyances 

(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, 
gutters, ditches, manmade channels or storm drains) primarily used for collecting 
and conveying stormwater runoff. 

 
 SLOPE — the degree of deviation of a surface plane from the horizontal, usually 

expressed in percentage, as derived by dividing the vertical distance by the hori-
zontal distance over which the vertical change is measured, e.g., 25% equal 25 
vertical: 100 feet horizontal. A steep slope shall be considered any “slope” with a 
deviation of 25% or more. 

 
 STATE WATER QUALITY REQUIREMENTS — as defined under State regula-

tions, protection of designated and existing uses (see 25 Pa. Code Chapters 93 and 
96), including: 
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 A. Each stream segment in Pennsylvania has a “designated use,” such as “cold 

water fishery” or “potable water supply,” which are listed in Chapter 93. 
These uses must be protected and maintained, under State regulations. 

 
 B. “Existing uses” are those attained as of November, 1975, regardless whether 

they have been designated in Chapter 93. Regulated earth disturbance ac-
tivities must be designed to protect and maintain existing uses and main-
tain the level of water quality necessary to protect those uses in all streams, 
and to protect and maintain water quality in special protection streams. 

 
 C. Water quality involves the chemical, biological and physical characteristics 

of surface water bodies. After regulated earth disturbance activities are 
complete, these characteristics can be impacted by addition of pollutants 
such as sediment and changes in habitat through increased flow volumes 
and/or rates as a result of changes in land surface area from those activities. 
Therefore, permanent discharges to surface waters must be managed to pro-
tect the stream bank, streambed and structural integrity of the waterway, 
to prevent these impacts. 

 
 STORMWATER — the surface runoff generated by precipitation reaching the 

ground surface. 
 
 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM — the facilities used for conducting 

the stormwater to, through or from a drainage area to the point of final outlet in-
cluding, but not limited to, any of the following: 

 
 A. Pipes. 
 
 B. Conduits and appurtenant features. 
 
 C. Channels. 
 
 D. Swales. 
 
 E. Ditches. 
 
 F. Streams. 
 
 G. Culverts. 
 
 H. Pumping stations. 
 
 I. Ponds. 
 
 J. Basins. 
 
 K. Other stormwater control/quality facilities. 
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 SURFACE WATERS of the COMMONWEALTH — any and all rivers, streams, 

creeks, rivulets, impoundments, ditches, watercourses, storm sewers, lakes, 
dammed water, wetlands, ponds, springs and all other bodies or channels of con-
veyance of surface water, or parts thereof, whether natural or artificial, within or 
on the boundaries of this Commonwealth. 

 
 WATERCOURSE — a channel or conveyance of surface water, such as a stream 

or creek, having defined bed and banks, whether natural or artificial, with peren-
nial or intermittent flow. 

 
 WATERSHED — region or area drained by a river, watercourse or other body of 

water, whether natural or artificial. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. II,) 
 
 
C. Stormwater Management for Water Quality. 
 
§26-421. General Requirements for Stormwater Management. 
 
1. All regulated earth disturbance activities within the Borough of Ambler shall be 

designed, implemented, operated and maintained to meet the purposes of this 
Part, through these two elements: 

 
 A. Erosion and sediment control during the earth disturbance activities (e.g., 

during construction); and 
 
 B. Water quality protection measures after completion of earth disturbance 

activities (e.g., after construction), including operations and maintenance. 
 
2. No regulated earth disturbance activities within the Borough of Ambler shall 

commence until the requirements of this Part are met. 
 
3. Erosion and sediment control during regulated earth disturbance activities shall 

be addressed as required by §26-423. 
 
4. Post-construction water quality protection shall be addressed as required by §26-

424. Operations and maintenance of permanent stormwater BMPs shall be ad-
dressed as required by subpart D. 

 
5. All Best Management Practices (BMPs) used to meet the requirements of this 

Part shall conform to the State Water Quality Requirements, and any more strin-
gent requirements as determined by the Borough of Ambler. 

 
6. Techniques described in Appendix “A” (Low Impact Development) of this Part are 

encouraged, because they reduce the costs of complying with the requirements of 
this Part and the State Water Quality Requirements. 
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(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. III, §301) 
 
 
§26-422. Permit Requirements by Other Government Entities. 
 
The following permit requirements may apply to certain regulated earth disturbance 
activities and must be met prior to commencement of regulated earth disturbance ac-
tivities, as applicable: 
 
 A. All regulated earth disturbance activities subject to permit requirements by 

DEP under regulations at 25 Pa. Code Chapter 102. 
 
 B. Work within natural drainage ways subject to permit by DEP under 25 Pa. 

Code Chapter 105. 
 
 C. Any stormwater management facility that would be located in or adjacent to 

surface waters of the Commonwealth, including wetlands, subject to permit 
by DEP under 25 Pa. Code Chapter 105. 

 
 D. Any stormwater management facility that would be located on a State 

highway right-of-way, or require access from a State highway, shall be sub-
ject to approval by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Penn-
DOT). 

 
 E. Culverts, bridges, storm sewers or any other facilities which must pass or 

convey flows from the tributary area and any facility which may constitute a 
dam subject to permit by DEP under 25 Pa. Code Chapter 105. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. III, §302) 
 
 
§26-423. Erosion and Sediment Control During Regulated Earth Disturbance 
Activities. 
 
1. No regulated earth disturbance activities within the Borough of Ambler shall 

commence until approval by the Borough of Ambler of an Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan for construction activities. Where a regulated earth disturbance ac-
tivity is in connection with a subdivision or land development, compliance with 
this Part shall be a component part of the subdivision or land development appli-
cation. Where the regulated earth disturbance activity is unrelated to a land de-
velopment or subdivision, application shall be made directly to the Borough and 
shall be decided upon by Borough Council after consultation with professional 
staff. 

 
2. DEP has regulations that require an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan for any 

earth disturbance activity of 5,000 square feet or more, under 25 Pa. Code 
§102.4(b). 
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3. In addition, under 25 Pa. Code Chapter 92, a DEP “NPDES Construction Activi-

ties” permit is required for regulated earth disturbance activities. 
 
4. Evidence of any necessary permit(s) for regulated earth disturbance activities 

from the appropriate DEP regional office or County Conservation District must be 
provided to the Borough of Ambler. The issuance of an NPDES Construction Per-
mit (or permit coverage under the statewide General Permit (PAG-2) satisfies the 
requirements in subsection (1)). 

 
5. A copy of the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan and any required permit, as re-

quired by DEP regulations, shall be available at the project site at all times. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. III, §303) 
 
 
§26-424. Water Quality Requirements After Regulated Earth Disturbance Ac-
tivities Are Complete. 
 
1. No regulated earth disturbance activities within the Borough of Ambler shall 

commence until approval by the Borough of Ambler of a plan which demonstrates 
compliance with State Water Quality Requirements after construction is com-
plete. 

 
2. The BMPs must be designed, implemented and maintained to meet State Water 

Quality Requirements, and any other more stringent requirements as determined 
by the Borough of Ambler. 

 
3. To control post-construction stormwater impacts from regulated earth disturbance 

activities, State Water Quality Requirements can be met by BMPs, including site 
design, which provide for replication of pre-construction stormwater infiltration 
and runoff conditions, so that post-construction stormwater discharges do not de-
grade the physical, chemical or biological characteristics of the receiving waters. 
As described in DEP Comprehensive Stormwater Management Police (#392-0300-
002, September 28, 2002), this may be achieved by the following: 

 
 A. Infiltration. Replication of pre-construction stormwater infiltration condi-

tions; 
 
 B. Treatment. Use of water quality treatment BMPs to ensure filtering out of 

the chemical and physical pollutants from the stormwater runoff; and 
 
 C. Stream-Bank and Streambed Protection. Management of volume and rate of 

post-construction stormwater discharges to prevent physical degradation of 
receiving waters (e.g., from scouring). 

 
4. DEP has regulations that require municipalities to ensure design, implementation 

and maintenance of Best Management Practices (BMPs) that control runoff from 
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new development and redevelopment after regulated earth disturbance activities 
are complete. These requirements include the need to implement post-
construction stormwater BMPs with assurance of long-term operations and main-
tenance of those BMPs. 

 
5. Evidence of any necessary permit(s) for regulated earth disturbance activities 

from the appropriate DEP regional office must be provided to the Borough of Am-
bler. The issuance of an NPDES Construction Permit (or permit coverage under 
the statewide General Permit (PAG-2)) satisfies the requirements of subsection 
(1). 

 
6. BMP operations and maintenance requirements as described in subpart D of this 

Part. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. III, §304) 
 
 
D. Stormwater BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan Requirements. 
 
§26-431. General Requirements. 
 
1. No regulated earth disturbance activities within the Borough of Ambler shall 

commence until approval by the Borough of Ambler of BMP Operations and Main-
tenance Plan which describes how the permanent (e.g., post-construction) storm-
water BMPs will be properly operated and maintained. 

 
2. The following items shall be included in the BMP Operations and Maintenance 

Plan: 
 
 A. Map(s) of the project area, in a form that meets the requirements for re-

cording at the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Montgomery County, and 
shall be submitted on a 24 inch by 36 inch or 30 inch by 42 inch sheets. The 
contents of the map(s) shall include, but not be limited to: 

 
  (1) Clear identification of the location and nature of permanent stormwa-

ter BMPs. 
 
  (2) The location of the project site relative to highways, municipal 

boundaries or other identifiable landmarks. 
 
  (3) Existing and final contours at intervals of two feet, or others as ap-

propriate. 
 
  (4) Existing streams, lakes, ponds or other bodies of water within the pro-

ject site area. 
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  (5) Other physical features, including flood hazard boundaries, sinkholes, 
streams, existing drainage courses and areas of natural vegetation to 
be preserved. 

 
  (6) The locations of all existing and proposed utilities, sanitary sewers 

and water lines within 50 feet of property lines of the project site. 
 
  (7) Proposed final changes to the land surface and vegetative cover, in-

cluding the type and amount of impervious area that would be added. 
 
  (8) Proposed final structures, roads, paved areas and buildings; and 
 
  (9) A 15 foot wide access easement around all stormwater BMPs that 

would provide ingress to and egress from a public right-of-way. 
 
 B. A description of how each permanent stormwater BMP will be operated and 

maintained, and the identity of the person(s) responsible for operations and 
maintenance. 

 
 C. The name of the project site, the name and address of the owner of the prop-

erty, and the name of the individual or firm preparing the plan; and 
 
 D. A statement, signed by the landowner, acknowledging that the stormwater 

BMPs are fixtures that can be altered or removed only after approval by the 
Borough of Ambler. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §401) 
 
 
§26-432. Responsibilities for Operations and Maintenance of BMPs. 
 
1. The BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan for the project site shall establish re-

sponsibilities for the continuing operation and maintenance of all permanent 
stormwater BMPs, as follows: 

 
 A. If a plan includes structures or lots which are to be separately owned and in 

which streets, sewers and other public improvements are to be dedicated to 
the Borough of Ambler, stormwater BMPs may also be dedicated to and 
maintained by the Borough of Ambler. 

 
 B. If a plan includes operations and maintenance by a single ownership, or if 

sewers and other public improvements are to be privately owned and main-
tained, then the operation and maintenance of stormwater BMPs shall be 
the responsibility of the owner or private management entity. 

 
2. The Borough of Ambler shall make the final determination on the continuing op-

erations and maintenance responsibilities. The Borough of Ambler reserves the 
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right to accept or reject the operations and maintenance responsibility for any or 
all of the stormwater BMPs. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §402) 
 
 
§26-433. Borough of Ambler Review of BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan. 
 
1. The Borough of Ambler shall review the BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan 

for consistency with the purposes and requirements of this Part, and any permits 
issued by DEP. 

 
2. The Borough of Ambler shall notify the applicant, in writing, whether the BMP 

Operations and Maintenance Plan is approved. 
 
3. The Borough of Ambler may require and “As-Built Survey” of all stormwater 

BMPs, and an explanation of any discrepancies with the Operations and Mainte-
nance Plan. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §403) 
 
 
§26-434. Adherence to Approved BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan. 
 
It shall be unlawful to alter or remove any permanent stormwater BMP required by an 
approved BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan, or to allow the property to remain in 
a condition which does not conform to an approved BMP Operations and Maintenance 
Plan, unless an exception is granted, in writing, by the Borough of Ambler. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art IV. §404) 
 
 
§26-435. Operations and Maintenance Agreement for Privately Owned Storm-
water BMPs. 
 
1. The property owner shall sign an operations and maintenance agreement with the 

Borough of Ambler covering all stormwater BMPs that are to be privately owned. 
The agreement shall be substantially the same as the agreement in Appendix “B” 
of this Part. 

 
2. Other items may be included in the agreement where determined necessary to 

guarantee the satisfactory operation and maintenance of all permanent stormwa-
ter BMPs. The agreement shall be subject to the review and approval of the Bor-
ough of Ambler. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §405) 
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§26-436. Stormwater Management Easements. 
 
1. Stormwater management easements are required for all areas used for off-site 

stormwater control, unless a waiver is granted by the Borough Engineer. 
 
2. Stormwater management easements shall be provided by the property owner if 

necessary for access for inspections and maintenance or preservation of stormwa-
ter runoff conveyance, infiltration and detention areas and other BMPs, by per-
sons other than the property owner. The purpose of the easement shall be speci-
fied in any agreement under §26-435. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §406) 
 
 
§26-437. Recording of Approved BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan and 
Related Agreements. 
 
1. The owner of any land upon which permanent BMPs will be placed, constructed or 

implemented, as described in the BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan, shall 
record the following documents in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds for Mont-
gomery County, within 15 days of approval of the BMP Operations Plan by the 
Borough of Ambler: 

 
 A. The Operations and Maintenance Plan, or a summary thereof; 
 
 B. Operations and Maintenance Agreements under §26-435; and 
 
 C. Easements under §26-436. 
 
2. The Borough of Ambler may suspend or revoke any approvals granted for the pro-

ject site upon discovery of the failure of the owner to comply with this Section. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §407) 
 
 
§26-438. Municipal Stormwater BMP Operation and Maintenance Fund. 
 
1. If stormwater BMPs are accepted by the Borough of Ambler for dedication, the 

Borough of Ambler may require persons installing stormwater BMPs to pay a 
specified amount to the Municipal Stormwater BMP Operation and Maintenance 
Fund, to help defray costs of operations and maintenance activities. The amount 
may be determined as follows: 

 
 A. If the BMP is to be owned and maintained by the Borough of Ambler, the 

amount shall cover the estimated costs for operations and maintenance for 
10 years, as determined by the Borough of Ambler. 
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 B. The amount shall then be converted to present worth of the annual series 
values. 

 
2. If a BMP is proposed that also serves as a recreation facility (e.g., ball field, lake), 

the Borough of Ambler may adjust the amount due accordingly. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. IV, §408) 
 
 
E. Inspections and Right-of-Entry. 
 
§26-441. Inspections. 
 
1. DEP or its designees (e.g., County Conservation Districts) normally ensure com-

pliance with any permits issued, including those for stormwater management. In 
addition to DEP compliance programs, the Borough of Ambler or its designee may 
inspect all phases of the construction, operations, maintenance and any other im-
plementation of stormwater BMPs. 

 
2. During any stage of the regulated earth disturbance activities, if the Borough of 

Ambler or its designee determines that any BMPs are not being implemented in 
accordance with this Part, the Borough of Ambler may suspend or revoke any ex-
isting permits or other approvals until the deficiencies are corrected. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art V, §501) 
 
 
§26-442. Right-of-Entry. 
 
1. Upon presentation of proper credentials, duly authorized representatives of the 

Borough of Ambler may enter at reasonable times upon any property within the 
Borough of Ambler to inspect the implementation, condition or operation and 
maintenance of the stormwater BMPs in regard to any aspect governed by this 
Part. 

 
2. BMP owners and operators shall allow persons working on behalf of the Borough 

of Ambler ready access to all parts of the premises for the purposes of determining 
compliance with this Part. 

 
3. Persons working on behalf of the Borough of Ambler shall have the right to tem-

porarily locate on any BMP in the Borough such devices as are necessary to con-
duct monitoring and/or sampling of the discharges from such BMP. 

 
4. Unreasonable delays in allowing the Borough of Ambler access to a BMP is a vio-

lation of this Section. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. V, §502) 
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F. Fees and Expenses. 
 
§26-451. General. 
 
The Borough of Ambler may charge a reasonable fee for review of BMP Operations and 
Maintenance Plans to defray review costs incurred by the Borough of Ambler. The ap-
plicant shall pay all such fees. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VI, §601) 
 
 
§26-452. Expenses Covered by Fees. 
 
The fees required by this subpart may cover: 
 
 A. Administrative/clerical costs. 
 
 B. The review of the BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan by the Borough 

Engineer. 
 
 C. The site inspections including, but not limited to, pre-construction meetings, 

inspections during constructions of stormwater BMPs and final inspection 
upon completion of the stormwater BMPs. 

 
 D. An additional work required to monitor and enforce any provisions of this 

Part, correct violations and assure proper completion of stipulated remedial 
actions. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VI, §602) 
 
 
G. Prohibitions. 
 
§26-461. Prohibited Discharges. 
 
1. No person in the Borough of Ambler shall allow, or cause to allow, stormwater 

discharges into the Borough of Ambler’s separate storm sewer system which are 
not composed entirely of stormwater except as provided in subsection (2) below 
and discharges allowed under a State or Federal permit. 

 
2. Discharges which may be allowed, based on a finding by the Borough of Ambler 

that the discharge(s) do not significantly contribute to pollution to surface waters 
of the Commonwealth, are: 

 
 A. Discharges from firefighting activities. 
 
 B. Uncontaminated water from foundation or from footing drains. 
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 C. Potable water sources, including dechlorinated water line and fire hydrant 

flushings. 
 
 D. Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands. 
 
 E. Lawn watering. 
 
 F. Irrigation drainage. 
 
 G. Pavement washwaters where spill or leaks of toxic or hazardous materials 

have not occurred (unless all spill material has been removed) and where 
detergents are not used. 

 
 H. Routine external building washdown (which does not use detergents or 

other compounds). 
 
 I. Air conditioning condensate. 
 
 J. Water from individual residential car washing. 
 
 K. Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges. 
 
 L. Springs. 
 
 M. Uncontaminated groundwater. 
 
 N. Water from crawl space pumps. 
 
3. In the event that the Borough of Ambler determines that any of the discharges 

identified in subsection (2) significantly contribute to pollution of water of the 
Commonwealth, or is so notified by DEP, the Borough of Ambler will notify the 
responsible person to cease the discharge. 

 
4. Upon notice provided by the Borough of Ambler under subsection (3), the dis-

charger will have a reasonable time, as determined by the Borough of Ambler, to 
cease the discharge consistent with the degree of pollution caused by the dis-
charge. 

 
5. Nothing in this Section shall affect a discharger’s responsibilities under State law. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VII, §701) 
 
 
§26-462. Prohibited Connections. 
 
The following connections are prohibited, except as provided in §26-461(2) above: 
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 A. Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which al-
lows any non-stormwater discharge, including sewage, process wastewater 
and wash water, to enter the separate storm sewer system and any connec-
tions to the storm drain system from indoor drains and sinks; and 

 
 B. Any drain or conveyance connected from a commercial or industrial land use 

to the separate storm sewer system which has not been documented in the 
plans, maps or equivalent records, and approved by the Borough of Ambler. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VII, §702) 
 
 
§26-463. Roof Drains. 
 
1. Roof drains shall not be connected to streets, sanitary or storm sewers or roadside 

ditches, except as provided in subsection (2). 
 
2. When it is more advantageous to connect directly to streets or storm sewers, con-

nections of roof drains to streets or roadside ditches may be permitted by the Bor-
ough of Ambler. 

 
3. Roof drains shall discharge to infiltration areas or vegetative BMPs to the maxi-

mum extent practicable. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VII, §703) 
 
 
§26-464. Alteration of BMPs. 
 
1. No person shall modify, remove, fill, landscape or alter any existing stormwater 

BMP, unless it is part of an approved maintenance program, without the written 
approval of the Borough of Ambler. 

 
2. No person shall place any structure, fill, landscaping or vegetation into a storm-

water BMP or within a drainage easement, which would limit or alter the func-
tioning of the BMP, without the written approval of the Borough of Ambler. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VII, §704) 
 
 
H. Enforcement and Penalties. 
 
§26-471. Public Nuisance. 
 
1. The violation of any provision of this Part is hereby deemed a public nuisance. 
 
2. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate violation. 
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(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VIII, §801) 
 
 
§26-472. Enforcement Generally. 
 
1. Whenever the Borough of Ambler finds that a person has violated a prohibition or 

failed to meet a requirement of this Part, the Borough of Ambler may order com-
pliance by written notice to the responsible person. Such notice may require, 
without limitation: 

 
 A. The performance of monitoring, analyses and reporting; 
 
 B. The elimination of prohibited connections or discharges; 
 
 C. Cessation of any violating discharges, practices or operations; 
 
 D. The abatement or remediation of stormwater pollution or contamination 

hazards and the restoration of any affected property; 
 
 E. Payment of a fine to cover administrative and remediation costs; 
 
 F. The implementation of stormwater BMPs; and 
 
 G. Operation and maintenance of stormwater BMPs. 
 
2. Such notification shall set forth the nature of the violation(s) and establish a time 

limit for correction of these violation(s). Said notice may further advise that, if ap-
plicable, should the violator fail to take the required action within the established 
deadline, the work will be done by the Borough of Ambler or designee and the ex-
pense thereof shall be charged to the violator. 

 
3. Failure to comply within the time specified shall also subject such person to the 

penalty provisions of this subpart. All such penalties shall be deemed cumulative 
and shall not prevent the Borough of Ambler from pursuing any and all other 
remedies available in law or equity. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VIII, §802) 
 
 
§26-473. Suspension and Revocation of Permits and Approvals. 
 
1. Any building, land development or other permit or approval issued by the Bor-

ough of Ambler may be suspended or revoked by the Borough of Ambler for: 
 
 A. Noncompliance with or failure to implement any provision of the permit; 
 
 B. A violation of any provision of this Part; or 
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 C. The creation of any condition or the commission of any act during construc-
tion or development which constitutes or creates a hazard or nuisance, pol-
lution or which endangers the life or property of others. 

 
2. A suspended permit or approval shall be reinstated by the Borough of Ambler 

when: 
 
 A. The Borough Engineer or designee has inspected and approved the correc-

tions to the stormwater BMPs, or the elimination of the hazard or nuisance; 
and/or 

 
 B. The Borough of Ambler is satisfied that the violations of the ordinance, law 

or rule and regulation has been corrected. 
 
3. A permit or approval which has been revoked by the Borough of Ambler cannot be 

reinstated. The applicant may apply for a new permit under the procedures out-
lined in this Part. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VIII, §803) 
 
 
§26-474. Penalties. 
 
1. Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part shall, 

upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $1,000 plus 
costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment 
not to exceed 30 days. Each day of noncompliance constitutes a separate violation. 
[A.O.] 

 
2. In addition, the Borough of Ambler, through its Solicitor, may institute injunctive, 

mandamus or any other appropriate action or proceeding at law or in equity for 
the enforcement of this Part. Any court of competent jurisdiction shall have the 
right to issue restraining orders, temporary or permanent injunctions, mandamus 
or other appropriate forms of remedy or relief. 

 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VIII, §804; as amended by A.O. 
 
 
§26-475. Appeals. 
 
Any person aggrieved by any action of the Borough of Ambler or its designee, relevant 
the provisions of this Part, may appeal to the relevant judicial or administrative body 
according to law, within the time period allowed. 
 
(Ord. 984, 2/17/2004, Art. VIII, §805) 
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26 Attachment 1 
 

Borough of Ambler 
 

APPENDIX A 
LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT PRACTICES ALTERNATIVE APPROACH FOR 

MANAGING STORMWATER RUNOFF 
 
Natural hydrologic conditions may be altered radically by poorly planned development 
practices, such as introducing unneeded impervious surfaces, destroying existing drain-
age swales, constructing unnecessary storm sewers and changing local topography. A 
traditional drainage approach of development has been to remove runoff from a site as 
quickly as possible and capture it in a detention basin. This approach leads ultimately 
to the degradation of water quality as well as expenditure of additional resources for 
retaining and managing concentrated runoff at some downstream location. 
 
The recommended alternative approach is to promote practices that will minimize post-
development runoff rates and volumes, which will minimize needs for artificial convey-
ance and storage facilities. To simulate pre-development hydrologic conditions, forced 
infiltration is often necessary to offset the loss of infiltration by creation of impervious 
surfaces. The ability of the ground to infiltrate depends upon the soil types and its con-
ditions. 
 
Preserving natural hydrologic conditions requires careful alternative site design consid-
erations. Site design practices include preserving natural drainage features, minimizing 
impervious surface area, reducing the hydraulic connectivity of impervious surfaces and 
protecting natural depression storage. A well-designed site will contain a mix of all 
those features. The following describes various techniques to achieve the alternative 
approach: 
 
- Preserving Natural Drainage Features. Protecting natural drainage features, par-

ticularly vegetated drainage swales and channels, is desirable because of their 
ability to infiltrate and attenuate flows and to filter pollutants. However, this ob-
jective is often not accomplished in land development. In fact, commonly held 
drainage philosophy encourages just the opposite pattern — streets and adjacent 
storm sewers typically are located in the natural headwater valleys and swales, 
thereby replacing natural drainage functions with a completely impervious sys-
tem. 

 
As a result, runoff and pollutants generated from impervious surfaces flow directly into 
storm sewers with no opportunity for attenuation, infiltration or filtration. Develop-
ments designed to fit site topography also minimizes the amount of grading on site. 
 
- Protecting Natural Depression Storage Areas. Depressional storage areas have no 

surface outlet, or drain very slowly following a storm event. They can be com-
monly seen as ponded areas in farm fields during the wet season or after large 
runoff events. Traditional development practices eliminate these depressions by 
filling or draining, thereby obliterating their ability to reduce surface runoff vol-
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umes and trap pollutants. The volume and release rate characteristics of depres-
sions should be protected in the design of the development site. The depressions 
can be protected by simply avoiding the depression or by incorporating its storage 
as additional capacity in required detention facilities. 

 
- Avoiding Introduction of Impervious Areas. Careful site planning should consider 

reducing impervious coverage to the maximum extent possible. Building foot-
prints, sidewalks, driveways and other features producing impervious surfaces 
should be evaluated to minimize impact on runoff. 

 
- Reducing the Hydraulic Connectivity of Impervious Surfaces. Impervious surfaces 

are significantly less of a problem if they are not directly connected to an impervi-
ous conveyance system (such as storm sewer). Two basic ways to reduce hydraulic 
connectivity are routing of roof runoff over lawns and reducing the use of storm 
sewers. Site grading should promote increasing travel time of stormwater runoff, 
and should help reduce concentration of runoff to a single point in the develop-
ment. 

 
- Routing Roof Runoff Over Lawns. Roof runoff can be easily routed over lawns in 

most site designs. The practice discourages direct connections of down-spouts to 
storm sewers or parking lots. The practice also discourages sloping driveways and 
parking lots to the street. By routing roof drains and crowning the driveway to 
run off to the lawn, the lawn is essentially used as a filter strip. 

 
- Reducing the Use of Storm Sewers. By reducing the use of storm sewers for drain-

ing streets, parking lots and back yards, the potential for accelerating runoff from 
the development can be greatly reduced. The practice requires greater use of 
swales and may not be practical for some development sites, especially if there are 
concerns for areas that do not drain in a “reasonable” time. The practice requires 
educating local citizens and public works officials, who expect runoff to disappear 
shortly after a rainfall event. 

 
- Reducing Street Widths. Street widths can be reduced by either eliminating on-

street parking or by reducing roadway widths. Municipal planners and traffic de-
signers should encourage narrower neighborhood streets which ultimately could 
lower maintenance. 

 
- Limiting Sidewalks to One Side of the Street. A sidewalk on one side of the street 

may suffice in low-traffic neighborhoods. The lost sidewalk could be replaced with 
bicycle/recreational trails that follow back-of-lot lines. Where appropriate, back-
yard trails should be constructed using pervious materials. 

 
- Using Permeable Paving Materials. These materials include permeable interlock-

ing concrete paving blocks or porous bituminous concrete. Such materials should 
be considered as alternatives to conventional pavement surfaces, especially for 
low use surfaces such as driveways, overflow parking lots and emergency access 
roads. 
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- Reducing Building Setbacks. Reducing building setbacks reduces driveway and 
entry walks and is most readily accomplished along low-traffic streets where traf-
fic noise is not a problem. 

 
- Constructing Cluster Developments. Cluster developments can also reduce the 

amount of impervious area for a given number of lots. The biggest savings is in 
street length, which also will reduce costs of the development. Cluster develop-
ment clusters the construction activity onto less sensitive areas without substan-
tially affecting the gross density of development. 

 
In summary, a careful consideration of the existing topography and implementation of a 
combination of the above mentioned techniques may avoid construction of costly storm-
water control measures. Other benefits include reduced potential of downstream flood-
ing, water quality degradation of receiving streams/water bodies and enhancement of 
aesthetics and reduction of development costs. Beneficial results include more stable 
baseflows in receiving streams, improved groundwater recharge, reduced flood flows, 
reduced pollutant loads and reduced costs for conveyance and storage. 
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Borough of Ambler 
 

APPENDIX B 
STORMWATER BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES OPERATIONS AND 

MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
 
THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this__________ day of_____, 200_____, by 
and between_______________, (hereinafter the “Landowner”), and Ambler Borough, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, (hereinafter “Borough of Ambler”); WITNESSETH 
 
WHEREAS, the Landowner is the owner of certain real property as recorded by deed in 
the land records of __________ County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book__________ at 
Page_____, (hereinafter “Property”). 
 
WHEREAS, the Landowner is proceeding to build and develop the Property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the stormwater management BMP Operations and Maintenance Plan ap-
proved by the Borough of Ambler (hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”) for the property 
identified herein, which is attached hereto as Appendix A and made part hereof, as ap-
proved by the Borough of Ambler, provides for management of stormwater within the 
confines of the Property through the use of Best Management Practices (BMPs); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Ambler, and the Landowner, his successors and assigns, 
agree that the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Borough of Ambler and 
the protection and maintenance of water quality require that on-site stormwater Best 
Management Practices be constructed and maintained on the Property; and 
 
WHEREAS, for the purposes of this agreement, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
- BMP — “Best Management Practice;” activities, facilities, designs, measures or 

procedures used to manage stormwater impacts from land development, to protect 
and maintain water quality and groundwater recharge and to otherwise meet the 
purposes of the Municipal Stormwater Management Ordinance, including, but not 
limited to, infiltration trenches, seepage pits, filter strips, bioretention, wet ponds, 
permeable paving, rain gardens, grassed swales, forested buffers, sand filters and 
detention basins. 

 
- Infiltration Trench — A BMP surface structure designed, constructed and main-

tained for the purpose of providing infiltration or recharge of stormwater into the 
soil and/or groundwater aquifer. 

 
- Seepage Pit — An underground BMP structure designed, constructed and main-

tained for the purpose of providing infiltration or recharge of stormwater into the 
soil and/or groundwater aquifer. 
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- Rain Garden — A BMP overlain with appropriate mulch and suitable vegetation 
designed, constructed and maintained for the purpose of providing infiltration or 
recharge of stormwater into the soil and/or underground aquifer, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Ambler requires, through the implementation of the Plan, 
that stormwater management BMPs as required by said Plan and the Municipal 
Stormwater Management Ordinance be constructed and adequately operated and main-
tained by the Landowner, his successors and assigns. And 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing promises, the mutual covenants 
contained herein, and the following terms and conditions, the parties hereto agree as 
follows: 
 
1. The BMPs shall be constructed by the Landowner in accordance with the plans 

and specifications identified in the Plan. 
 
2. The Landowner shall operate and maintain the BMP(s) as shown on the Plan in 

good working order acceptable to the Borough of Ambler and in accordance with 
the specific maintenance requirements noted on the Plan. 

 
3. The Landowner hereby grants permission to the Borough of Ambler, its author-

ized agents and employees, to enter upon the property, at reasonable times and 
upon presentation of proper identification, to inspect the BMP(s) whenever it 
deems necessary. Whenever possible, the Borough of Ambler shall notify the 
Landowner prior to entering the property. 

 
4. In the event the Landowner fails to operate and maintain BMP(s) as shown on the 

Plan in good working order acceptable to the Borough of Ambler, the Borough of 
Ambler or its representatives may enter upon the property and take whatever ac-
tion is deemed necessary to maintain said BMP(s). 

 
 This provision shall not be construed to allow the Borough of Ambler to erect any 

permanent structure on the land of the Landowner. It is expressly understood and 
agreed that the Borough of Ambler is under no obligation to maintain or repair 
said facilities, and in no event shall this Agreement be construed to impose any 
such obligation on the Borough of Ambler. 

 
5. In the event the Borough of Ambler, pursuant to this Agreement, performs work 

of any nature, or expends any funds in performance of said work for labor, use of 
equipment, supplies, materials, and the like, the Landowner shall reimburse the 
Borough of Ambler for all expenses (direct and indirect) incurred within 10 days of 
receipt of invoice from the Borough of Ambler. 

 
6. The intent and purpose of this Agreement is to ensure the proper maintenance of 

the onsite BMP(s) by the Landowner; provided, however, that this Agreement 
shall not be deemed to create or effect any additional liability of any party for 
damage alleged to result from or be caused by stormwater runoff. 
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7. The Landowner, its executors, administrators, assigns, and other successors in 
interests, shall release the Borough of Ambler’s employees and designated repre-
sentatives from all damages, accidents, casualties, occurrences or claims which 
might arise or be asserted against said employees and representatives from the 
construction, presence, existence or maintenance of the BMP(s) by the Landowner 
or Borough of Ambler. In the event that a claim is asserted against the Borough of 
Ambler, its designated representatives or employees, the Borough of Ambler shall 
promptly notify the Landowner and the Landowner shall defend, at his own ex-
pense, any suit based on the claim. If any judgment or claims against the Borough 
of Ambler’s employees or designated representatives shall be allowed, the Land-
owner shall pay all costs and expenses regarding said judgment or claim. 

 
8. The Borough of Ambler shall inspect the BMP(s) at a minimum of once every 

three years to ensure their continued functioning. 
 
This Agreement shall be recorded at the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of_____ County, 
Pennsylvania, and shall constitute a covenant running with the Property and/or equita-
ble servitude, and shall be binding on the Landowner, his administrators, executors, as-
signs, heirs and any other successors in interests, in perpetuity. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
WITNESS the following signatures and seals: 
(SEAL) For the Borough of Ambler: (SEAL) For the Landowner: 
 
ATTEST: 
Ambler Borough County of Montgomery, Pennsylvania, I, __________, a Notary Public in 
and for the County and State aforesaid, whose commission expires on the __________ 
day of __________, 20 _____, do hereby certify that __________ whose name(s) is/are 
signed to the foregoing Agreement bearing the date of the __________ day of __________, 
20 _____, has acknowledged the same before me in my said County and State. 
 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS __________, DAY OF __________, 20 _____ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________  

NOTARY PUBLIC (SEAL) 
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26 Attachment 3 
 

Borough of Ambler 
 

APPENDIX C 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS – DESIGN CRITERIA – MAINTENANCE OF 

FACILITIES 
 
DESIGN STANDARDS 
 
Section 101. General Requirements. 
 
 A. All stormwater management plans shall be designed and certified by indi-

viduals registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and qualified to 
perform such duties. 

 
 B. Where applicable, stormwater management facilities shall comply with the 

requirements of Chapter 105 (Water Obstructions and Encroachments) of 
Title 25, Rules and Regulations of the DEP. 

 
 C. Stormwater management facilities which involve a State highway shall also 

be subject to the approval of the PennDOT. 
 
 D. Stormwater management facilities located within or affecting the floodplain 

of any watercourse shall also be subject to the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Borough of Ambler, as amended, or any future Zoning Or-
dinance, regulating construction and development within area of the Bor-
ough of Ambler subject to flooding and any other applicable requirements of 
the Pennsylvania Floodplain Management Act, Act 166 of 1978. 

 
 E. Stormwater runoff from a project site shall flow directly into a natural wa-

tercourse or into an existing storm sewer system, or onto adjacent properties 
in a manner similar to the runoff characteristics of the pre-development 
flow. Where a concentrated flow cannot be directly discharged into a natural 
watercourse or an existing storm sewer system, the developer shall be re-
quired to establish an easement through such adjacent properties until said 
flow enters a natural watercourse or existing storm sewer system. 

 
 F. Stormwater runoff shall not be transferred from one watershed to another 

unless the watersheds are sub-watersheds of a common watershed which 
join together within the perimeter of the property, or the effect of the trans-
fer does not alter the peak discharge onto adjacent lands, or drainage ease-
ments from the affected landowners are provided. 

 
 G. All stormwater runoff flowing over the project site shall be considered in the 

design of the stormwater management facilities. 
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 H. Stormwater management facilities (detention, retention or infiltration) shall 
be provided so that the post-development rates of runoff from any regulated 
activity shall not exceed 50% of the peak rates of runoff prior to the devel-
opment for all design storms unless the pre-existing hydrograph is not ex-
ceeded at all points in time. 

 
 I. Runoff calculations for the pre-development and post-development compari-

son shall consider six different storm frequencies; the two, five, 10, 25, 50 
and 100 year storm events. 

 
 J. Stormwater management facilities shall be supplemented by BMPs as de-

fined by the DEP criteria. Required Storage volume shall be provided to 
minimize the impact to water quality of receiving waters. 

 
 K. Innovative methods for the detention and control of stormwater runoff may 

be used when approved by the Borough of Ambler. Various combinations of 
methods should be tailored to suit the particular requirements of the type of 
development and the topographic features of the project site. The following 
is a partial listing of detention and control methods which can be utilized in 
stormwater management system where appropriate: 

 
  1. Detention basins and retention basins. 
 
  2. Roof-top storage. 
 
  3. Parking lot ponding. 
 
  4. Seepage pits, seepage trenches, rock bins or other infiltration struc-

tures. 
 
  5. Concrete lattice block surfaces. 
 
  6. Grassed channels and vegetated strips. 
 
  7. Cisterns and underground reservoirs. 
 
  8. Routed flow over grass. 
 
  9. Decreased impervious surface coverage. 
 
 L. If existing stormwater management facilities within a project site do not 

meet the design requirements of this Ordinance, and if such facilities are af-
fected by new development being propose within the site, then the existing 
stormwater management facilities must be redesigned and improved to 
meet the requirements of this Ordinance. 
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 M. Where proposed development and improvements to existing stormwater 
management facilities will cause adverse impacts on adjacent downstream 
properties, the developer shall mitigate such impacts. 

 
 N. All developments in the Borough of Ambler which do not fall under the ex-

emption criterial shall prepare and submit a stormwater management plan 
consistent with this Ordinance. The exemption criteria shall apply to the to-
tal development even if development is to take place in stages. Refer to Sec-
tions 104 and 402 of this Ordinance. 

 
 O. Runoff from impervious areas shall be drained to pervious areas of the pro-

ject site. 
 
 P. When final plan applications are submitted in sections, and if temporary 

facilities are required for construction of a section, such facilities shall be in-
cluded in the submitted plans for that section in accordance with 25 Pa. 
Code Chapter 102. 

 
 Q. The Borough of Ambler shall comply with all applicable provisions of any 

Montgomery County Stormwater Management Plan which pertains to a wa-
tershed within the Borough of Ambler upon adoption of said Plan. If the 
provisions of this Ordinance are sufficient to regulate development within 
the Borough of Ambler in a manner consistent with any such Montgomery 
County Stormwater Management Plan, this Ordinance shall be deemed to 
satisfy the requirement of Section 11(b) of Act 167 of 1978 without necessity 
for re-enactment. 

 
 R. The applicant or his agent shall demonstrate that any facilities intended to 

be installed and located on an individual or group of individual lots can be 
adequately maintained by the homeowner(s) and/or lot owner(s). 

 
 S. All stormwater plans shall be submitted and approved by the County Con-

servation District for verification of Chapter 102 and applicable section of 
the NPDES Phase II SM4 criteria for earth moving. 

 
Section 102. Methods of Calculation of Runoff. 
 
 A. Runoff calculations shall include a hydrologic and hydraulic analysis indi-

cating volume and velocities of flow and the grades, sizes and capacities of 
water carrying structures, sediment basins and retention and detention 
structures, and sufficient design information to construct such facilities. 
Runoff calculations shall also indicate both pre-developed and post-
developed rates for peak discharge of stormwater runoff from the project 
site. 

 
 B. The methods of calculation used to determine peak discharge and runoff 

values for sizing stormwater management facilities shall be: 
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  1. For all projects with a total watershed area of 10 acres or more, the 
USDA Soil Conservation Service Soil-Cover-Complex Method as set 
forth in the latest edition of “Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds, 
Technical Release No. 44,” published by SCS (SCS-TR #55) or SCS 
TR-20, shall be used. An antecedent moisture content of one should be 
used for the pre-development condition. Rainfall values shall be based 
on the following 24-hour storm events: 

 
Storm Event Inches of Rainfall 

2 years 3.1 

5 years 4.1 

10 years 5.0 

25 years 5.5 

50 years 6.2 

100 years 7.0 
 
  2. For all projects with a total watershed area of less than 10 acres, the 

Rational Method shall be used. The Rational Method is based on the 
formula of Q=CIA where Q is the peak discharge of the watershed in 
cubic feet per second, C is the coefficient of runoff, I is the intensity of 
rainfall in inches per hour as shown in PennDOT Region 5, and A is 
the area of the watershed in acres. 

 
  3. Any other method approved by the Borough of Ambler’s Engineer. 
 
 C. Time of Concentration values for all methods shall be based on those meth-

ods as outlined in SCS – TR#55. The worksheet in Appendix #9 shall be 
used in the computation of the time of concentration. 

 
 D. For the purpose of calculating pre-development peak discharges, all grass 

areas shall be considered to be in good condition. 
 
 E. Any areas designed to initially be gravel or crushed stone shall be assumed 

to be impervious. 
 
Section 103. Design Standards – Water Carrying Facilities. 
 
 A. All storm sewer pipes, open channels, swales and other water carrying fa-

cilities on the site shall be designed for a 25 year storm event. All facilities 
used to convey offsite runoff through or around the site shall be sized to 
carry the 50 year storm event. All facilities which carry flows to the storm-
water management basins or structures shall be sized to carry the 100 year 
storm events in conjunction with surface drainage systems. If in the opinion 
of the Borough of Ambler’s Engineer, there is potential for damage to prop-
erty or the loss of life due to the failure of the system to carry flows above 
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the minimum design flows as outlined above, the design storm event shall 
be increased. 

 
 B. All storm sewer pipes, culverts, manholes, inlets, end-walls and end sections 

shall be constructed in accordance with “PennDOT Form 08,” as amended. 
 
 C. Storm sewer pipes, culverts, manholes, inlets, end-walls and end-sections 

proposed for dedication or located along streets shall conform to the re-
quirements of the “PennDOT Bureau of Design, Standards for Roadway 
Construction, Publication No. 72,” in effect at the time the design is submit-
ted, as modified by the adopted Borough of Ambler’s construction standards. 

 
 D. Storm sewer pipes and culverts, other than those used as basin outlets, 

which are intended to be dedicated to the Borough of Ambler shall be Rein-
forced Concrete Pipe (Class III), Corrugated Aluminum Alloy Pipe, Alumin-
ized Corrugated Steel Pipe, Corrugated Polyethylene Pipe, or approved 
equivalent, and shall have a minimum diameter of 15 inches and shall be 
installed on sufficient slope to provide a minimum velocity of three feet per 
second when flowing full. Manning “n” values used for design of pipes and 
culverts shall be in accordance with published engineering references. 

 
 E. Flow capacity for all swales shall be based on Manning “n” value of 0.05. 

Maximum velocities shall be based on Manning “n” value of 0.03. Allowable 
velocities shall be as outlined in “Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control 
Manual,” DEP, as amended. 

 
 F. All storm sewer pipe shall be laid to a minimum depth of one foot from sub-

grade to the crown of pipe. 
 
 G. Crown elevations of inflow and outflow storm sewer pipes in inlets and 

manholes shall be matched or the crown elevation of the inflow pipes shall 
be higher than the crown of the outflow pipe. 

 
 H. PennDOT Type Endwalls shall be used where stormwater runoff enters or 

leaves the storm sewer horizontally from a natural or manmade channel. 
Endsections may be used in special cases at the discretion of the Borough of 
Ambler. 

 
 I. Inlets shall be placed on both sides of the street at low spots, at a maximum 

of 600 feet apart along a storm sewer pipe, at all points of change in hori-
zontal alignment or slope, at any point where the depth of flow in the gut-
terline will cove 1/2 of the travel lane width, and at any point where the de-
sign flow exceeds the capture ability of the inlet by 50%. At street intersec-
tions, inlets shall be located along the curb line at or beyond the curb radius 
points, and the depth of flow across the through streets shall not exceed one 
inch. Inlets shall be depressed by two inches below the grade of the gutter or 
ground surface. Manholes may be substituted for inlets at locations where 
inlets are not required to handle runoff. The depth of flow in the inlet shall 
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be a minimum of one foot below the top of grate elevation for the design 
storm flow conditions. 

 
 J. All storm sewers shall be perpendicular to the street centerline unless oth-

erwise approved by the Borough of Ambler’s Engineer. Runoff entering an 
inlet or manhole from an inflow storm sewer pipe shall not be designed in a 
manner that requires the runoff to be redirected greater than 90° in order to 
enter the outflow storm sewer pipe. 

 
 K. The proposed design discharge at the perimeter of the site shall not be be-

yond the capacity of the existing storm sewer system into which it flows. 
 
 L. All existing and natural watercourses, channels, drainage systems and ar-

eas of surface water concentration shall be maintained in their existing con-
dition unless an alteration is approved by the Borough of Ambler. If existing 
conditions currently function in an erosive state, improvements shall be re-
quired as part of the overall site improvements. 

 
 M. Flow velocities from any storm sewer may not result in a deflection of the 

receiving channel. 
 
 N. The capacities of open channels shall be computed from the Manning Equa-

tion. Permissible open channel velocities and design standards shall be in 
accordance with good engineering practice as documented in the “Erosion 
and Sediment Pollution Control Project Manual,” DEP, as revised. 

 
 O. Energy dissipaters shall be placed at the outlets of all storm sewer pipes 

where flow velocities exceed maximum permitted channel velocities. 
 
 P. Where flow velocities of stormwater runoff exceed the allowable velocity of 

an open channel, erosion protection shall be provided. The method of erosion 
protection proposed must be supported by appropriate design information 
and references. 

 
 Q. Where proposed development is to be performed in phases, each phase of the 

project shall be designed to accommodate the full development of the pro-
ject. If temporary facilities are required to properly implement the develop-
ment of a phase, the design and construction of such facilities shall be in-
cluded within the appropriate phase. In the event temporary facilities can-
not adequately handle the stormwater runoff, proposed stormwater man-
agement facilities of future phases of development shall be incorporated 
within the current phase of development as necessary to adequately handle 
the runoff from the current phase of development. 
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Section 104. Design Standards – Detention and Retention Basins and Infiltra-
tion Structures. 
 
 A. Permanent detention and retention basins shall be designed to control the 

stormwater runoff from all storm events up to the 100 year post-
development storm. Greater control of developed discharges may be re-
quired where: (1) the peak discharge cannot be properly handled by the ex-
isting or proposed downstream stormwater management facilities; or (2) the 
peak discharge will be detrimental to the downstream areas. The storage 
volume shall be calculated from the beginning of the storm event until such 
time as the inflow rate equals the outflow rate from the basin. 

 
 B. All basins shall be structurally sound and shall be constructed of sound and 

durable materials. The completed structure and the foundation of all basins 
shall be stable under all probable conditions of operation. The design of the 
outlets shall be capable of discharging the peak discharge of a post-
development 100 year storm event through the emergency spillway facilities 
and primary outlet combined in a manner which will not damage the integ-
rity of the facility or the downstream drainage areas. Each facility shall im-
plement Best Management Practices (BMP) in order to protect the water 
quality of this Borough of Ambler in accordance with DEP BMP criteria (as 
amended). BMP outlets shall be sized with a release drawdown of approxi-
mately 36 hours, utilizing orifices with a minimum diameter of 1/2 inch. A 
cone or gravel or a non-corrosive fine mesh screen shall be installed around 
the BMP outlet orifice to prevent clogging. BMP storage shall not be used in 
the calculations of storage requirements for stormwater management. 

 
 C. An emergency spillway shall be provided for all basins to handle the 100-

year post-development flow conditions. A minimum of one foot of freeboard 
shall be provided above the calculated flow elevation at the emergency 
spillway. The emergency spillway shall not be used for storms of lesser fre-
quency than the 50-year event. A drainage easement shall be provided from 
the spillway to a natural or artificial watercourse. 

 
 D. The effect on downstream areas if the basin embankment fails shall be con-

sidered in the design of all basins. The basin shall be designed to minimize 
the potential damage caused by such failure of the embankment. 

 
 E. All outlet structures shall permit draining the basin to the BMP design ele-

vation within 24 hours of the end of the storm event. The bottom of the ba-
sin shall have a minimum slope to the BMP impoundment area of 2% if 
grassed. When this grade cannot be attained, or if other factors indicate ero-
sion of the bottom of the basin will occur, stone low flow channels and un-
derdrains may be used to properly dewater the bottom of the basin. 

 
 F. Discharge structures shall be designed to eliminate the possibility of block-

age during operation. 
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 G. All structures and emergency spillways shall include a satisfactory means of 
dissipating the energy of flow at its outlet to assure conveyance of flow 
without endangering the safety and integrity of the basin and the down-
stream drainage areas. Special consideration shall be given to protection of 
emergency spillways located in filled areas. 

 
 H. All culverts through basin embankments shall be constructed of reinforced 

concrete with water tight joints and properly sized and spaced reinforced 
concrete antiseep collars installed with watertight seals between the collar 
and the culvert. 

 
 I. A cutoff core of impervious material (compacted to 95% of a maximum den-

sity based on a modified proctor test) shall be provided within all basin em-
bankments. The core material shall extent 1 feet below the anti-seep collar 
projection. 

 
 J. The top width of basin embankments shall be a minimum of five feet or 2/3 

of the maximum depth of storage, whichever is greater. 
 
 K. Infiltration facilities utilizing rock for stormwater storage shall be designed 

with a maximum stone void ration of 35% unless supporting information 
can be supplied. Percolation test results for all recharge systems shall be 
provided at the location and depth of the proposed facility. Required storage 
shall be based on a 24 hour storm duration. 

 
 L. Minimum floor elevations for all structures that would be affected by a ba-

sin, other temporary impoundments, or open conveyance systems where 
ponding may occur shall be two feet above the computed water surface dur-
ing the 100 year storm event. If basement or underground facilities are pro-
posed, detailed calculations addressing the effects of stormwater ponding on 
the structure and waterproofing design information shall be submitted for 
approval. 

 
 M. Upon completion and final stabilization of all storage and control facilities, 

an as-built survey of the facilities shall be prepared to confirm that ade-
quate storage has been provided and that all drainage facilities have been 
properly installed. 

 
Section 105. Design Standards-Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control. 
 
 A. All earthmoving activities shall be conducted in such a way as to minimize 

accelerated erosion and resulting sediment pollution. Measures to control 
erosion and sediment pollution shall, at a minimum, meet the standards of 
the Montgomery County Conservation District and Chapter 102 (Erosion 
Control) of Title 25, Rules and Regulations of the DEP. 

 
 B. The erosion and sediment pollution control plan must be available at all 

times at the project site. When required, a permit allowing earthmoving ac-
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tivity shall be obtained by the developer before any construction on the pro-
ject site shall begin. 

 
 C. Approval of an erosion and sediment pollution control plan by the Borough 

of Ambler shall not be construed as an indication that the plan complies 
with the standards of any agency of the Commonwealth. 

 
 D. The erosion and sediment pollution control plan shall be submitted to the 

Montgomery County Conservation District for its review and approval. 
 
Section 106. Wetlands. 
 
No development or earthmoving activities shall involve uses, activities or improvements 
which would entail encroachment into, the regrading of, or the placement of fill in wet-
lands in violation of State or Federal regulations. 
 
Section 107. Easements. 
 
 A. The developer shall reserve easements where stormwater management fa-

cilities, floodplains or wetlands are existing or proposed, whether located 
within or beyond the boundaries of the project site. If stormwater manage-
ment facilities, floodplains or wetlands are to be installed or created beyond 
the boundary of the property, the developer shall provide the Borough of 
Ambler with all necessary easements, in a form acceptable to the Borough of 
Ambler’s Solicitor, clearly demonstrating that the developer has the right to 
install stormwater management facilities on such adjoining property and/or 
create floodplains or wetlands upon such adjoining property. 

 
 B. Easements shall have a minimum width of 20 fee and shall be adequately 

designed to proved area for (a) the collection and discharge of water, (b) the 
maintenance, repair and reconstruction of all stormwater management fa-
cilities, (c) the passage of machinery for such work, and (d) the preservation 
of floodplains and wetlands. The easements shall clearly identify who has 
the right of access and the responsibility of maintenance. 

 
 C. Stormwater management facilities shall be centered within the easement. 
 
 D. To the fullest extent possible, easements shall be centered on or be adjacent 

to lot lines. 
 
 E. Nothing shall be placed, planted, set or put within the area of an easement 

that would adversely affect the function of the easement or conflict with the 
easement agreement. 
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PLAN REQUIREMENTS 
 
Section 201. General Requirements. 
 
Prior to the final approval of any subdivision or land development plan, or the issuance 
of any permit, or the commencement of any development within the jurisdiction of this 
Ordinance, the developer shall submit a stormwater management plan to the Borough 
for approval. 
 
Section 202. Exemptions. 
 
The following activities are specifically exempt from the plan requirements of this Ordi-
nance: 
 
 A. Use of land for gardening and landscaping of the property, when performed 

as an accessory use to the primary use of the property. 
 
 B. Agricultural when operated in accordance with a conservation plan or ero-

sion and sediment pollution control plan approved by the Montgomery 
County Conservation District, except where the Borough determines that 
said agricultural use may adversely affect any existing stormwater man-
agement facilities, stormwater patterns, watercourses, floodplain or wet-
land. 

 
Section 203. Plan Contents. 
 
The following items shall be included as part of the stormwater management plan: 
 
 A. Plans, showing the following information: 
 
  1. General. 
 
   a. All plans shall be on sheet sizes consistent with the Borough 

Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 
 
   b. Proposed name or identifying title of project. 
 
   c. Name and address of the landowner and developer of the project 

site. 
 
   d. Plan date and date of the latest revision to the plan, north point, 

graphic scale and written scale. All plans shall be at a scale of 
10, 20, 30, 40, 50 or 100 feet to the inch. 

 
   e. Total acreage of the project site and the tract of land on which 

the project site is located. 
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   f. A location map, for the purpose of locating the project site to be 
developed, at a minimum scale of 2,000 feet to the inch, showing 
the relation of the tract to adjoining property and to all streets 
and Borough boundaries existing within 400 feet of any part of 
the tract of land on which the project site is proposed to be de-
veloped. 

 
   g. Certificate for approval by the Borough Council. 
 
   h. Certificate for review by the Borough Planning Commission. 
 
   i. Certificate for review by the Borough Engineer. 
 
  2. Existing Features. 
 
   a. Tract boundaries showing distances, bearings and curve date, as 

located by field survey or by deed plotting. 
 
   b. Existing contours at vertical intervals of two feet for land with 

an average natural slope of 4% or less and at vertical intervals 
of five feet for more steeply sloping land; except that no contours 
shall be required for residential and agricultural uses where a 
preliminary subdivision or land development plan is not re-
quired by the Borough Subdivision and Land Development Or-
dinance; however, the plan shall indicate the natural drainage 
patterns of the site along with the approximate grades of the 
slopes. Where contours are shown, the location of the bench-
mark and the datum used shall also be indicated. 

 
   c. The names of all owners of all immediately adjacent unplatted 

land, the names of all proposed or existing developments imme-
diately adjacent and the locations and dimensions of any streets 
or easements shown thereon 

 
   d. The names, locations and dimensions of all existing streets, rail-

roads, watercourses, drainage facilities, floodplains, wetlands 
and other significant features within 200 feet of any part of the 
tract proposed to be developed and the location of all buildings 
and approximate location of all tree masses within the tract. 

 
   e. Soil types as designated by the most recent USDA NRCS Soil 

Survey. 
 
  3. Proposed Features. 
 
   a. The proposed land use, the number of lots and dwelling units 

and the extent of commercial, industrial or other nonresidential 
uses. 
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   b. The locations and dimensions of all proposed streets, parks, 

playgrounds, and other public areas; sewer and water facilities; 
lot lines and building locations; and parking compounds and 
other impervious and semi-pervious surfaces. 

 
   c. The proposed changes to land surface and vegetative cover, in-

cluding areas to be cut or filled. 
 
   d. Proposed grading, including spot elevations and final contours 

at vertical intervals of two feet for land with an average natural 
slope of 4% or less and at vertical intervals of five feet for more 
steeply sloping land. The grading plan shall be detailed enough 
to show positive drainage to all stormwater management facili-
ties, to show all slopes within the project site, to show stabiliza-
tion methods for slopes exceeding 3:1 and for areas subject to 
erosion, and to show minimum floor elevations for buildings and 
structures near floodplains, basins or swales. Where proposed 
contour lines cannot be accurately located (i.e., as in a single-
family detached residential development when the building has 
not bee determined), tentative grading shall be shown to justify 
assumptions made in the stormwater calculations. Where exist-
ing contours are not shown, arrows indicating general surface 
runoff flow patterns shall be shown. 

 
  4. Stormwater Management Facilities. 
 
   a. All stormwater management facilities along with any proposed 

connections to existing facilities. 
 
   b. Groundwater recharge methods such as rock bins, seepage pits, 

seepage beds or trenches. When these structures are used, the 
locations of nearby septic tank infiltration areas and wells must 
be shown. 

 
   c. Other control devices or methods such as roof-top storage, grass 

swales, parking lot ponding, vegetated strips and detention or 
retention basins. 

 
   d. Plans and profiles, to scale, of all proposed stormwater man-

agement facilities, including vertical and horizontal alignment, 
size and type of material. This information shall be of the qual-
ity required for the construction of all facilities. All plans shall 
be consistent with the stormwater calculations submitted with 
the plan application. 

 
   e. When plan applications, whether preliminary or final, are sub-

mitted in sections, a generalized stormwater management plan 
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for the entire project site shall be submitted in addition to the 
detailed stormwater management plan for the proposed section. 
This generalized plan shall demonstrate how the stormwater 
management facilities of the proposed section will relate to the 
entire development. The amount and velocity at the discharge 
point of the section shall be included in the data submitted. If 
temporary facilities are required for construction of a section, 
such facilities shall be included in the submitted plans. 

 
   f. All easement locations. 
 
   g. A note on the plan indicating any area that is not to be offered 

for dedication along with a statement that the Borough is not 
responsible for maintenance of any area not dedicated to and ac-
cepted for public use, and that no alteration to swales, or basins, 
or placement of structures shall be permitted within easements. 

 
   h. A certificate, signed and sealed by an individual registered in 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and qualified under all ap-
plicable local and State laws to perform such duties, indicating 
the compliance of the design of the stormwater management fa-
cilities with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
  5. Erosion and Sediment Pollution Controls. The type, location and ex-

tent of all erosion and sediment pollution control measures shall be 
shown on an erosion and sediment pollution control plan that con-
forms to the requirements of the “Erosion and Sediment Pollution 
Control Manual,” DEP, as amended. 

 
 B. Written report, including the following information: 
 
  1. Stormwater runoff calculations for both pre-development and post-

development conditions. These calculations shall include all hydro-
logic and hydraulic analysis, computed and graphic drainage areas for 
each collection facility, and required support information for each 
stormwater management facility as needed to justify proper use and 
function. 

 
  2. An erosion and sediment pollution control plan narrative that con-

forms to the requirements of the “Erosion and Sediment Pollution 
Control Manual,” DEP, as amended. 

 
  3. An ownership and maintenance program that clearly sets forth the 

ownership and maintenance responsibility of all temporary and per-
manent stormwater management facilities and erosion and sediment 
pollution control facilities, including: 
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   a. Description of temporary and permanent maintenance require-
ments. 

 
   b. Identification of a responsible individual, corporation, associa-

tion or other entity for ownership and maintenance of both tem-
porary and permanent stormwater management and erosion 
and sediment pollution control facilities. 

 
   c. Establishment of suitable easements for access to all facilities. 
 
   d. The intent of these regulations is to provide private ownership 

and maintenance of stormwater management and erosion and 
sediment pollution control facilities. Where the Stormwater 
Management Plan proposes that the Borough own or maintain 
the facilities, a description of the methods, procedures, source of 
funds to maintain the facilities and the extent to which any fa-
cilities shall be turned over to the Borough shall be incorporated 
as an integral part of the plan. 

 
 C. Financial security for the completion of stormwater management facilities 

as set forth in this Ordinance. 
 
 D. Maintenance guarantee, as set forth in this Ordinance. 
 
 E. Filing fee and/or inspection fee in the amount specified on the fee schedule, 

as may be amended from time to time, adopted by resolution of Borough 
Council. 

 
 F. A DEP permit for any stormwater management facility requiring a permit 

to be issued by DEP. 
 
 G. A PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for any stormwater management 

facility proposed within the right-of-way of a State road. 
 
 H. Approval by the DEP and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers of the location 

of any wetlands, any of any revision to the site that will affect the wetlands. 
 
 I. A National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, when 

applicable. 
 
 J. A letter from the County Conservation District approving the erosion and 

sedimentation control plan. 
 
 K. A completed “Stormwater Management Agreement and Declaration of 

Easement,” a completed “Joinder by Mortgage,” and a completed “Consent 
and Joinder of Homeowners’ Association,” each where applicable. 
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Section 204. Plan Procedures for Subdivision and Land Developments. 
 
All stormwater management plans for subdivision and land developments submitted 
under the jurisdiction of the Borough Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance, 
shall adhere to the procedures required by said Ordinance, including the number of cop-
ies of material to be submitted. Stormwater Management Plans for all other develop-
ment shall adhere to the plan procedure delineated in this Ordinance. 
 
Section 205. Record Drawings. 
 
At the completion of the project, and as precondition for the final release of financial se-
curity, the developer shall provide a certificate of completion of all stormwater man-
agement facilities from an individual registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and qualified to perform such duties verifying that all permanent facilities have been 
constructed according to the plans and specification approved and any approved revi-
sions thereto. This certification shall be provided on a set of record drawings of the 
stormwater management facilities as installed. After receipt of the record drawings con-
taining the certification of completion, the Borough Engineer or other person designated 
by the Borough shall make a final inspection of the stormwater management facilities to 
verify compliance with this Ordinance. 
 
Section 206. Expiration of Stormwater Management Plan. 
 
All stormwater management plans shall expire 12 months from the date of uncondi-
tional approval by Borough Council unless an extension of time is approved. An exten-
sion of an unexpired stormwater management plan shall be issued by Borough Council 
following the submission of a written request if the subject property or affected sur-
rounding area has not been altered in a manner which requires alteration to the storm-
water management plan. The refusal of a request for an extension of time shall cite the 
reasons for such a refusal. A stormwater management plan shall not expire while a re-
quest for an extension is pending. 
 
ARTICLE V. COMPLETION OF FACILITIES OR GUARANTEE THEREOF 
 
Section 301. Completion of Facilities as Part of a Subdivision or Land Devel-
opment. 
 
Stormwater management facilities shall be completely installed prior to final plan ap-
proval unless the developer submits proper financial security with the final plan appli-
cation in accordance wit the Borough Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance. 
 
Section 302. Determination of Financial Security. 
 
Where required, the developer shall file with Borough Council financial security in an 
amount sufficient to cover the costs of all stormwater management facilities required by 
this Ordinance. Without limitation as to other types of financial security which the Bor-
ough may approve, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld. Federal or 
Commonwealth chartered lending institution irrevocable letters of credit and restrictive 
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or escrow accounts in such lending institutions shall be deemed acceptable financial se-
curity. Such financial security shall be posted with a bonding company or Federal or 
Commonwealth chartered lending institution chosen by the developer provided said 
bonding company or lending institution is authorized to conduct such business within 
the Commonwealth. Such bond, or other security shall provide for, and secure to the 
public, completion of all stormwater management facilities within one year of the date 
fixed on the final approved plan for such facilities. The amount of financial security 
shall be equal to 110% of the cost of the required facilities for which financial security is 
to be posted. The cost of the facilities shall be established by submission to the Borough 
Council an estimate of the cost of completion of the requirements, submitted by an ap-
plicant or developer and prepared by a professional engineer licensed as such in this 
Commonwealth and certified by such engineer to be a fair and reasonable estimate of 
such costs. If the developer requires more than one year from the date of posting of the 
financial security to complete the required facilities, the amount of financial security 
may be increased by an additional 10% for each one year period beyond the first anni-
versary date from posting of financial security or to an amount not exceeding 110% of 
the cost of completing the required facilities as reestablished on or about the expiration 
of the preceding one year period by using the above bidding procedure. 
 
Section 303. Financial Security for Staged Development. 
 
In the case where development is projected over a period of years, Borough Council may 
authorize submission of stormwater management plan applications by section or stages 
of development subject to such requirements or guarantees as to stormwater manage-
ment facilities in future sections or stages of development as it finds essential for the 
protection of any finally approved section of the development. 
 
Section 304. Release of Financial Security. 
 
As the work of installing the required stormwater management facilities proceeds, the 
developer may request the Borough to release or authorize the release of, from time to 
time, such portions of the financial security necessary for payment to the contractor or 
contractors performing the work. Any such requests shall be in writing addressed to the 
Borough which shall have 45 days from receipt of such request within which to allow 
the Borough Engineer to certify, in writing, to the Borough that such portion of the 
work upon the facilities has been completed in accordance with the approved plan. Upon 
such certification, the Borough shall authorize release by the bonding company or lend-
ing institution of an amount as estimated by the Borough Engineer fairly representing 
the value of the facilities completed or, if the Borough fails to act within said 45 day pe-
riod, the Borough shall be deemed to have approved the release of funds requested. The 
Borough may, prior to final release at the time of completion and certification by the 
Borough Engineer, require retention of 10% of the estimated cost of the aforesaid facili-
ties. 
 
Section 305. Schedule of Inspections. 
 
 A. During the construction of the development, the Borough Engineer or other 

authorized Borough official may inspect the premises to determine that the 
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work is progressing in compliance with the information provided on the ap-
proved stormwater management plan and with all applicable Borough laws 
and ordinances. 

 
 B. The cost for the conducting of inspections by the Borough Engineer or other 

authorized Borough official shall be borne by the developer in accordance 
with the inspection fee adopted by resolution of the Borough Council. 

 
 C. In the event the Borough Engineer or authorized official discovers that the 

work does not comply with the approved plan or any applicable laws and or-
dinances, the Borough shall suspend any existing zoning permits related to 
the development until the required corrections have been made. Any portion 
of the work which does not comply with the approved plan must be corrected 
by the developer within 10 days. No work may proceed on any subsequent 
phase of the stormwater management plan, the subdivision or land devel-
opment, or the building construction, until the related zoning permits have 
been reinstated. 

 
 D. If at any stage of the work, the Borough Engineer or authorized official de-

termines that the soil or other conditions are not as stated or shown in the 
approved application, or that there has been a false statement or misrepre-
sentation by the developer, the Borough Engineer or authorized official may 
refuse to approve further work and the Borough may revoke existing zoning 
permits until a revised plan is submitted and approved, as required by this 
Ordinance. 

 
Section 306. Final Inspection. 
 
 A. When the developer has completed all the required facilities, he shall notify 

the Borough in writing by certified or registered mail, and shall send a copy 
of such notice to the Borough Engineer. The Borough shall, within 10 days 
after receipt of such notice, authorize the Borough Engineer to inspect the 
required facilities. The Borough Engineer shall promptly file a report, in 
writing, with the Borough and shall mail a copy of the report to the devel-
oper by certified or registered mail. The report shall be made and mailed 
within 30 days after receipt by the Borough Engineer of the aforesaid au-
thorization by the Borough. 

 
 B. Based on the report of the Borough Engineer, the Borough shall indicate 

approval or rejection of the stormwater management facilities, either in 
whole or in part; and if not approved, state reasons for the rejection. The 
Borough shall immediately notify the developer, in writing, by certified or 
registered mail, of its actions. 

 
 C. If Borough Council or the Borough Engineer fails to comply with the time 

limitation provisions contained herein, all stormwater facilities will be 
deemed to have been approved, and the developer shall be released from all 
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liability, pursuant to its performance guaranty bond, or other security 
agreement. 

 
 D. If any portion of said improvements are not approved or are rejected by the 

Borough, the developer shall proceed to complete the same and, upon com-
pletion, the same procedure of notification outlined herein shall be followed. 

 
Section 307. Remedies to Effect Completion of Facilities. 
 
In the event any stormwater management facilities which may be required have not 
been installed as provided in this Ordinance or in accordance with the approved final 
plan, the Borough Council has the power to enforce any corporate bond or other security 
by appropriate legal and equitable remedies. If proceeds of such bond or other security 
are insufficient to pay the cost of installing or making repairs or corrections to all the 
facilities covered by said security, the Borough Council may, at its option, install such 
facilities in all or part of the development and may institute appropriate legal or equita-
ble action to recover the monies necessary to complete the remainder of the facilities. All 
of the proceeds, whether resulting from the security or from any legal or equitable ac-
tion brought against the developer, or both, shall be used solely for the installation of 
the stormwater management facilities covered by such security and not for any other 
purpose. 
 
ARTICLE VI. MAINTENANCE OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FACILI-
TIES 
 
Section 401. Maintenance of Facilities During Development. 
 
Maintenance of stormwater management facilities during development of a project site 
shall be the responsibility of the developer and the landowner and shall include, but not 
be limited to: 
 
 A. Removal of silt from all debris basins, traps or other structures or measures 

in accordance with the approved erosion and sediment control plan. When 
required, clean out shall be performed to restore the original design volume 
to the basin or other structure. The elevation corresponding to the maxi-
mum allowable sediment level shall be determined and stated in the design 
data as a distance below the top of the riser. The elevation shall be clearly 
marked on the riser to enable proper maintenance. 

 
 B. Periodic maintenance of temporary control facilities, such as replacement of 

straw bale dikes, straw filters or similar measures. 
 
 C. Establishment or reestablishment of vegetation by seeding and mulching or 

sodding of scoured areas where vegetation has not successfully been estab-
lished. 

 
 D. Installation of necessary controls to correct unforeseen problems caused by 

storm events within design frequencies. 
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 E. Removal of all temporary stormwater management control facilities upon 

installation of permanent stormwater management facilities at the comple-
tion of the development. 

 
Section 402. Maintenance of Facilities Accepted by Borough. 
 
Where the Borough Council accepts dedication of all or some of the required stormwater 
management facilities following completion, the Borough Council shall require the post-
ing of financial security to secure the structural integrity of said facilities, as well as the 
functioning of said facilities in accordance with the design and specifications as depicted 
on the approved stormwater management plan. The term of the financial security shall 
be 18 months from the date of acceptance of dedication, and the amount of financial se-
curity shall be 15% of the actual cost of installation of said improvements. The financial 
security shall be of the same type required in Section 502 with regard to installation of 
stormwater management facilities. 
 
Section 403. Maintenance of Facilities not Accepted by Borough. 
 
 A. It is the purpose and intent of this Ordinance that the Borough shall not be-

come responsible for maintenance and supervision of stormwater manage-
ment facilities unless such facilities are within rights-of-way dedicated to 
and accepted by the Borough. The responsibility for stormwater manage-
ment facility maintenance falls upon the developer of the project site, who 
shall remain responsible for those areas of the project site which are subject 
to the requirements of this Ordinance. This responsibility may be retained 
or assigned to third persons as is deemed most acceptable to the developer. 

 
 B. It is the intent of this Ordinance that the purposes of this Ordinance shall 

be carried out through the exercise of responsibility of private parties, and 
therefore, it is anticipated that stormwater management plans shall be de-
signed with a view towards facilities which can effectively be contained 
within the tracts to be owned and maintained by private parties. To foster 
this purpose, with respect to stormwater management facilities on a project 
site as shown on a plan of a developer, which stormwater management fa-
cilities will not otherwise become part of Borough property, such facilities 
shall become the responsibility of the individual property owners on whose 
properties such stormwater management facilities lie including, but not lim-
ited to, retention ponds, detention ponds, sediment basins, energy dissipat-
ers or grassed waterways and the Borough and developer shall enter into an 
agreement, which shall be recorded, setting forth such maintenance respon-
sibilities. Persons, including developers, conveying property within a project 
site to another party, which property contains any stormwater management 
facilities, shall include a specific deed reference to such to such grantee’s re-
sponsibility for the maintenance and care of the stormwater management 
facilities as are included within such grantee’s property. The deed reference 
to such stormwater management facilities shall be in the form of a deed re-
striction imposing responsibilities upon said property owner for the mainte-
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nance of the portions of the stormwater management facilities within the 
boundary lines of said property as may be necessary for proper maintenance 
of the stormwater management facilities in accordance with the terms of 
this Ordinance. Such maintenance shall include, at a minimum, the follow-
ing: 

 
  1. Liming and fertilizing vegetated channels and other areas according 

to specification in the “Agronomy Guide,” Penn State University, Col-
lege of Agricultural Sciences. 

 
  2. Reestablishment of vegetation by seeding and mulching or sodding of 

scoured areas or areas where vegetation has not been successfully es-
tablished. 

 
  3. Mowing as necessary to maintain adequate stands of grass and to con-

trol weeds. Chemical weed control may be used if Federal, State and 
local regulations are met. 

 
  4. Removal of silt from all permanent structures which trap silt or sedi-

ment in order to keep the material from building up in the grass wa-
terways, thus reducing their capacity. 

 
  5. Regular inspection of the areas in question to assure proper mainte-

nance and care. 
 
  6. Removal of silt debris or any other obstruction from all permanent 

drainage structures in order to maintain the design storage volumes. 
Regular maintenance programs shall be established and maintained. 

 
 C. The deed restrictions herein above mentioned shall also include notice that, 

in the event that the individual property owner should fail to comply with 
the terms of this Ordinance for the maintenance and care of the land in 
question, the Borough shall have the authority to carry out those duties 
hereby imposed upon individual property owners. The Borough may, after 
giving notice to an individual property owner that he is not properly main-
taining the areas subject to this Ordinance and by making a demand that 
such compliance shall be made within the time period set forth in the notifi-
cation, enter upon said property and take such actions as may be required to 
bring the area into compliance with this Ordinance. The Borough shall fur-
ther have the right to file a municipal lien against such property for the cost 
of maintenance work carried out under this Section, plus a penalty of 10% of 
the costs of such work. The Borough shall, in addition to the filing of a mu-
nicipal lien, have any other remedies provided by law against any property 
owner who should fail to comply with the terms of this Ordinance. 
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Section 404. Maintenance of Facilities by Private Entity. 
 
In cases where permanent maintenance of stormwater management facilities is to be 
performed by private entity, such as a homeowners’ association or a condominium unit 
owners’ association, such entity shall be responsible for the maintenance of such facili-
ties and shall enter into a legally binding agreement with the Borough. Such agreement 
shall provide the Borough rights, in accordance with Section 705 of the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code, relating to the maintenance of common open space 
should the private entity fail to adequately maintain the stormwater management fa-
cilities. 
 
Section 405. Maintenance of Existing Facilities. 
 
Stormwater management facilities existing on the effective date of this Ordinance on 
individual lots which have not been accepted by the Borough or for which maintenance 
responsibility has not been assumed by a private entity such as a homeowners’ associa-
tion shall be maintained by the individual property owners. Such maintenance shall in-
clude at a minimum those items set forth in Section 603, paragraph B. If the Borough 
determines at any time that any permanent stormwater management facility has been 
eliminated, altered, blocked through the erection of structures or the deposit of materi-
als or improperly maintained, the Borough may determine that such condition consti-
tutes a nuisance and shall notify the property owner of corrective measures which are 
required and provide for a reasonable period of time, not to exceed 30 days, within 
which the property owner shall take such corrective action. If the property owner does 
not take the required corrective action, the Borough may either perform the work or 
contract for the performance of the work and bill the property owner for the cost of the 
work, plus a penalty of 10% of the cost of the work. If such bill is not paid by the prop-
erty owner within 30 days, the Borough may file a municipal claim against the property 
upon which the work was performed in accordance with applicable laws. 
 
Section 406. Alteration of Facilities. 
 
No person shall modify, remove, fill, landscape or alter stormwater management facili-
ties which may have been installed on a property unless a stormwater management 
plan has been approved which authorizes such modification, removal, filling, landscap-
ing or alteration. No person shall place any structure, fill, landscaping or vegetation into 
a stormwater management facility or easement in any manner. 
 
ARTICLE VII. ADMINISTRATION 
 
Section 501. Right-of-Entry onto Private Property. 
 
Upon presentation of proper credentials, duly authorized representatives of the Borough 
may enter at reasonable times upon any property within the Borough to investigate or 
ascertain the condition of the subject property in regard to any aspect regulated by this 
Ordinance. 
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Section 502. Modification or Approved Plan. 
 
A modification which involves a change in stormwater management control methods or 
techniques, or which involves the relocation or redesign of control measures, or which is 
necessary because soil or other conditions are not as stated on the approved plan, shall 
require a submission by the developer in accordance with the plan requirements as set 
forth in Article VI of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 503. Modification of Ordinance Provisions. 
 
The provisions of this Ordinance are intended as minimum standards for the protection 
of the public health, safety and welfare. The Borough Council reserves the right to mod-
ify or to extend them conditionally in individual cases as may be necessary in the public 
interest; provided, however, that such variation shall not have the effect of nullifying 
the intent and purpose of this Ordinance; and provided the applicant can demonstrate 
either (1) that compliance would cause undue hardship as it applies to a particular 
property, or (2) that an alternative proposal will allow for equal or better results. Any 
request for a modification of a provision of this Ordinance shall adhere to the procedures 
set forth in Section 408 herein. 
 
 
 




