AMBLER BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES OF JANUARY 26, 2016, MEETING  
The Regular Meeting of the Ambler Borough Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in Borough Council Chambers located at 131 Rosemary Avenue, Ambler, Pennsylvania.  Peter Amento called the meeting to order. 
Reorganization:      Peter Amento made a motion to nominate Robert Lagreca for Chairman; Al Comly, Jr., for Vice Chairman and Carol Ann DiPietro for Secretary.  The motion was seconded, and the vote was taken and carried unanimously.
Roll Call:  Present:  Joshua Kanaplue, Christopher Twohig, Carol Ann DiPietro, Salvatore Boccuti, William Mulroy, Peter Amento, Al Comly, Jr.,  and Robert Lagreca.  Also in attendance:  Lauren Van Dyk, Montgomery County Planner, and Glenn Kucher, Ambler Borough Code Enforcement Officer. 

James Dougherty, of Gilmore and Associates, Inc., Borough Engineer was excused from attending.
Elizabeth Iovine was excused from attending.

Salvatore Boccuti made a motion to approve the Minutes of the meeting of November 24, 2015, Peter Amento seconded the motion.
No meeting was held in December.
NEW BUSINESS:  
NONE

OLD BUSINESS:   
Review the draft Floodplain Ordinance in order for the Borough to meet the requirements of FEMA. After discussion, a recommendation was made by Carol Ann DiPietro and seconded by Salvatore Boccuti to move the Ordinance to Council since the deadline for the Borough to adopt the Ordinance is March 2, 2016, and it affects the flood insurance rates for residents.  A vote was taken and carried unanimously.  A letter will be prepared to Council.  

Review the revised proposed draft Ordinance language regarding the Borough riparian corridor conservation district and steep slope conservation district looking to protect and encourage maintenance of the Borough’s environmental resources.   The Borough Solicitor provided a redlined version of the Ordinance with the proposed additions and deletions suggested by a resident’s attorney. Resident, Brian Quinn, presented photographs he had taken of the Rose Valley Creek from Bethlehem Pike to Maple Avenue.  The photographs show the various places along the creek that narrow and constrict water in heavy rain events.  The Planning Commission members as well as residents in attendance appreciated the effort Mr. Quinn made in taking the photographs and showing them to give a better understanding of how the Rose Valley Creek actually looks as it travels through Ambler.  The residents in attendance had numerous questions and comments.  As a result the Planning Commission members suggested that this Ordinance be tabled until the February meeting and request that the Borough Solicitor, the Borough Manager, and/or the Borough Engineer and Council members attend this meeting.   Carol DiPietro made a motion, seconded by William Mulroy to send a letter to Borough Manager requesting assistance at the February meeting.  A vote was taken and it carried unanimously.
Discussion regarding proposed draft Parking Ordinance revisions.  The County Planner proposed various uses for which parking requirements should be reviewed and possibly revised.  Discussion will begin at the February meeting.  The County Planner will bring suggestions based on parking requirements for neighboring boroughs.  
CONTINUED BUSINESS FOR THE FEBRUARY, 2016, MEETING

Further discussion on the proposed draft Parking Ordinance revisions.
Further discussion of the riparian corridor conservation Ordinance language.
Residents in attendance:  
Judy Baigas



172 Tennis Avenue

Mary Margaret Monser

372 Forest Avenue
Brian and Eileen Quinn

319 Valley Brook Road

Thomas Reilley


309 Valley Brook Road
Douglas Reilley


309 Valley Brook Road
James Nearing


163 Hendricks Street
Jennifer Brooke Marshall

157 Edgewood Drive

Salvatore Boccuti made a motion seconded by Joshua Kanaplue to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 p.m.    
Respectfully Submitted,

Carol Ann DiPietro
Recording Secretary,

AMBLER BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
