
BOROUGH OF AMBLER
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

February I 61 2021
7:00 p.ffi.

Minutes for Consideration:
January 19, 2021 Zoom Council Meeting
February 212021 Zoom Committee Meeting

Borough Council will conduct its Council Meeting via Internet vehicle 'ZOOM'. For the safety
of Ambler residents, Borough Hall witl be closed. Pre-registration is required. Attendees must
provide their email, first and last name, and home address. Once registration is processed, a link
to attend will be provided via email. A video of the virtual meeting will be posted on this web,site
for the public the followin g day. The Borough Manager is making the meeting Agenda available
for review by the public. Please feel free to read through the Agenda and provide feedbacl< or
make an inquiry on any Agenda items. You may email the Borough Council President Frank
DeRuosi at fdpru-q.u@boroqgh.arpblqr.paus-until Tuesday, February 16 at 4:00PM so that Council
may consider your comments or address a question from the public during the ZOOM Meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC SAFETY
PUBLIC UTILITIES
FINANCE & PLANNING
PARKS & RECREATION
SALARY & PERSONNEL



MEETING PROCEDURES

1. Pre-registration is required. Attendees must provide their email, first and last name,
and home address. Once registration is processed, a link to attend will be provided r,'ia

email.

2. All participants, except for the Borough Council, Borough Manager, Borough Solicitor,
Borough Police Chief, and invited Borough Staff will be muted with video camera/web
camera turned off automatically upon entry to the virtual meeting.

3. There will be a Public Comment section regarding agenda items at the end of each
committee report . A Public Comment period regarding non-agenda items will occur
after voting.

4. The Public Comment section will begin with the Council President reading aloud the
comments that were emailed to the Borough ahead of this meeting. Each emailed
comment must include the first & last name of the resident, as well as their address.
The Council will discuss each comment individually.

5. Pafticipants who wish to speak during the Public Comment section will be instructred
to press the "Raise Your Hand" button.

6. One by one the Borough Zoom administrator, will call on each participant with their
virtual hand raised. That participant will be unmuted. That participant will have 15
seconds to respond to being called on. lf there is no response, the next person "in line"
will be called on.

7. lt is asked that anyone who speaks during the Public Comment section announce
their first and last names, as well as their home address for the record. After the
comment, that participant will be muted.

8. The Council President, at any time reserves the right to mute a participant, end tht:
video stream of a participant, or terminate/end the meeting at his discretion, due to
hackers, inappropriate language, or any other activity the Council President deems
inappropriate.

9. We ask for everyone's patience and understanding as we navigate through these
unprecedented times and work through the unique challenges of virtual public meetings.



Public Safety Committee

February 2,202L at 7:A0 p.m. Via Zoom. Committee members: Erin McKenna
Endicott - Chair, Glynnis Siskind, Sara Hertz, Nancy Deininger

The Committee will make no recommendations.

Approved at the Committee Meeting

1. A recommendation was approved to adopt the Emergency Declaration for COVID-I9 for
the month of February. (9-Aye)

The following business will be discussed:

L The Police Department report is attached.

2. The Fire Department report is attached.

3. The Community Ambulance report is attached.

4. The Public Works and the Code Enforcement reports were received.



Wissahickon Fire Company
Fire Chief Report
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Wissahickon Fire Company
Fire Chief Report
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Public Utilities Committee

February 2,2021 at7:00 p.m. Via Zoom. Committee Mernbers: Glynnis Siskinrl-
Chair, Haley Welch, Jen Henderson, and Karen Sheedy

The Committee will consider the following recommendation:

1. Quotes to rebuild pump P5 were received from Longo Sales and Service for $13,920.00.
BDS/D Electric is $13,624.00 and Midway Supply is $10,948.24. A recommendation to
award the WWTP Pump 5 rebuild to Midway for the low quote of $10,948.24 is requesled.

The following business will be discussed:

l. The WWTP Engineer's report was provided.

2. An application of the Borough of Ambler for approval of the abandonment of public water
service to the public in Pennsylvania has been filed and a notice has been advertised.
Formal protests and petitions were received.

3. The Butler Pike Bridge pipeline replacement project is underway. No road closure is
planned, but a travel lane will be restricted at times. TrafFrc control will be provided per
highway opening permit requirement. Water main construction is anticipated to be
completed by mid-April.

i. Gilmore is working on pipeline design for the Loch Alsh cluster of wells as part of the
PFAS / MIRIA project process. PFAS testing was conducted in January 2021 and we ar€
awaiting lab results.



Finance and Plannins Committee

February 2,2021 at 7:00 p.m. Via Zoom, Committee Members Nellie Di Pietro -
Chair, Erin McKenna Endicott, Haley Welch, Karen Sheedy

The Committee will consider the following recommendations:

That the .Titnuary Bills be rraid in the amount of 773,342.57

# Fund
DEG lst

Run
DEC 2nd

Run TOTALS

1 GENERAL 130,482.61 210,732.98 341,2r5.59

2 STREET LGTS 3,378.30 3,378.30

3 FIRE 786.18 786.18

4 REFUSE 51,145.70 8,868.24 60,013.94

5 PARKS & REC 3,315.80 344.46 3,660.26

6 WATER 49,148.63 103,869.07 153,0{7.70

8 SEWER 2,488.93 '|.5,'|34.26 17,623.09

I VVWTP 50,652.42 142,995.09 193,647.51

35 LIQUID FUELS

TOTALS 287,233.99 486,108.58 773,342.57

VOID CHECKS

GRAND TOTAL 287,233.99 486,108.58 773,342.57

2. Consider approval of the applicant AMBGOOD, LLC's preliminary and final plans for
90 W. Butler Avenue with requested waivers under the condition that the applicant resolves
all outstanding issues in the Borough Engineer's January l5,2\2l review letter. (attacherl),
A presentation was made to redevelop the existing gas station with a bank at 90 W. Butler
Avenue * AMBGOOD, LLC. at the February Committee Meeting.

Approved at the Committee Meeting:

l. Resolution202l-l clari$ing and setting the tax collector rates was approved. (9-Aye)



1.

a

J.

The following business will be discussed:

The Borough Engineer's report was received.

The solicitor provided a draft ordinance to define mural language. The draft ordinance has
been sent to the Planning Commissions for review,

The Solicitor prepared a draft Ordinance amending the area calculation that triggers stonn
water requirements. The draft ordinance was sent for review by the Plaruring Commissiotrs.
(attaehed)

The Northem Montgomery County Recycling Commission has prepared a revised Resolution
and Procedures for Act 101 Violations to include new language for the enforcement of Act
l0l and enforcement against violations by haulers, businesses, and residents of its member
municipalities. Further revisions are being requested.

4.





GrunaoRE & AssoctATEs, lttc.
ENGINEERING & CoNsULTING SERvIcEs

January 15,2021

Project No. 2020-07089

Mary Aversa, Borough Manager
Borough of Ambler
122 E. ButlerAvenue
Ambler, PA 19002

Reference: Preliminary/FinalLandDevelopmentplan
AMBGOOD, LLC - g0 W. Bufler Avenue
Tax Parcet No : 0,t -00-001 4g-AO-2, BIU : 01 0281 01 2

Dear Mary;

As requested, Gilmore & Associates, lnc. has reviewed the above-referenced application. our office received thefollowing documents and plans for review on January 7,202,1 .

1' Preliminary/Final Land Development Plans (23 Sheets), prepared by Bohler Engineering, LLC, dated oc:tober 9,2020, last revised January 4,2021.
2' conceptual Driveway Layout (1 sheet), prepared by Traffic Planning and Design, lnc., dated January s,2021.
3' stormwater Management calculations, prepared by Bohler Engineering, LLC, dated october 9, 2020, last revisedDecember 30, 2020.

4. comment Response Letter, prepared by Bohler Engineering, LLC, dated January s,2021 .
5. SEPTA Lighting Letter, prepared by Bohter Engineering, LLC, dated January 4,202,t.
As part of the land deveropment pran review, we offer the following comments:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Applicant, AMBGoOD, LLC, proposes to redevelop the existin g 24,301_square feet (0.56 acres) site containinga gas station and convenience store with a bank. The site is located-in the oc - omcJcimpus with a small area ofthe site being in the C - Commercial Zoning District. This site is ilso within the Redevelopment overlay llistrict.Proposed improvements include an approxiirately 3,352 rqr"r"-t*t buitding ano a iemotJ drive-thru ATtvt kiosk,with appurtenant parking and stormwater management areas. The Applicant proposes to reduce impervious coveron the site by approximately 3,210 square feet.

ZONING

Based on our review, we note the following with regard to the Ambler Borough Zoning ordinance (chapter 27). tJponfurlher development of the plans, additionil items 
-may 

become apfarent.
1' S27:415AS2ZI-0041-Z -All orojects involving new construction or renovation of an existing buitding, the use ofexterior architectural design features and.d-etails is encouraged. The npptiLnt itrali'proviae archit,ecturalrenderings for Borough review and approval. lt is anticipateo tiiiitne building fagade will comptement Arnbter,sdesign standards for non-residential buildings. The Aipticant has stated fiiat architecturat renderings wilt besubmitted under separate cover.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

Based on our review, the.plan does not app.ear to comply with the following sections of the Ambler Boroughsubdivision and Land Development ordinance (chaptei iii.bpiirurtner oeveto-pmeni oiitre'prans, additionat itemsmay become apparent.

65 East Butler Avenue I suite roo I New Britain, pA rggor I phoner 2$-34s-4ggo I nax: zr5-34s-g6o(i

Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
Building on a Foundation of Excellence

www,gl lmore-assoc. com



Mary Aversa, Borough Manager
AMBGOOD, LLC - 90 W. Butler Avenue

Page2
January 15,2021

1. The Applicant has requested the following waivers from Chapter 22:

(a) $22-305.4.A - To waive the requirement for the Applicant to provide location, names and widths c,f street,
the location and name of railroads, the location of property lines and name of owners, the location ,cf water
courses, sanitary sewers, storm drains and similar features within 400 feet of any part of the larrd to be
subdivided or developed.

(b) $22-308.C - To permit simuttaneous Preliminary and Final review.

2. $?Z:ilA, - [ is recommended that the traffic assessment be revised to be consistent with the currently proposed
conditions and provide appropriate recommendations with regards to turning rostrictions and signage.

SUBDIV]SION AND LANO DEVELOPMENT APPENDIX A - ENGINEERING STANDARDS
'1. The Applicant has requested the following waivers from Chapter 22A:

(a) S22Ar19Z2G - To permit cover maintained over storm pipes to be less than the minimum 2 feet [roth on-
site and in the Borough right-of-way.

(b) S22A-107-2.P&-ill2A-107.5.A-Topermittheuseofstormpipeswithaninsidediameterlessthanl€tinches
both on-site and in the Borough right-of-way.

(c) S22A:I-QZ-Q.A - To permit the use of HDPE pipe in lieu of RCP both on-site and in the Borough right-of-way.
2' $ZZl.*c-LA? -Turning templates were provided on Sheet C-904 to ensure proper radii. We recommend the E;eyerrgS

Fire Marshall review the plans for emergency services accessibility.

3. S22A-105 & 22A-106 - The western ramp along Butler notes an 8% longitudinat stope, but the spot etevations
result in a 9,2o/o slope. The spot elevations and ilope shall be verified and' corrected as needed.

SUBOIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT APPENDIX B - LANDSCAPE PLANTING REQURIEMENTS
1' SZZB,I!Aj!! - "Trees shall be planted a minimum distance of 15 feet from overhead utitities and six feet from

underground utilities." lt is noted that the plan provides the required quantity of street trees, however, dug to thepresence of existing overhead utilities along both Maple Street'and Butler Avenue, as well as underground storm
sewer lines, it is not pos.sible to comply with the above-stated standards in regaids to proposed c?nopy trees.
The Applicant has included columnar species in these areas, but they have nit been ldcated a minimurn of 10
feet from overhead utilities due to site constraints. There are three trees located near the corner that arer 3 to 4
feet from the overhead utilities and 8 to 14 feet from the underground utilities. We recommend that the location
of these trees be evaluated at the time of planting to account foi as-built conditions.

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE

Based on our review, the plan does not appg1 to comply with the following sections of the Ambler Br:rough
Stormwater Management Ordinance (Chapter 26). Upon iuitner development-ottne plans, additionat items miy
become apparent.

1. $22A:-111_6-Sl€l?4*E - The proposed limit of disturbance is greater than 5,000 sf. The erosion and sediment
control plan shall be reviewed and approved by the County Cori'servation District.

2. $e0-43! - An easement in favor of the Borough for Stormwater BMP construction, inspection, and maintenance
shall be provided. The easement shalt be rev6wed and approved by the Borough Solicitor.

GENEML

1. The Applicant should provide Ambler Borough with documentation that all tanks have been closed in accordance
with PADEP requirements.

2' The Applicant should provide Ambler Borough with any environmental site assessments and/or Act 2 cleerrance
documenting the environmental status of the site.

3' All proposed SToP bars shall be located a minimum of 4 feet behind the delineated crosswalk striping.
4. The APPlicant proposes installation of storm sewer along Maple Street. ln accordance with S21-207.E.(3)(b) of

the Borough's Streets and Sidewalks Ordinance, the Appiicant shalt milt and overlay the entire-lane of tra*ii in'af-width of roadway). This shall also include replacemeni of any pavement marking eradicated as part of the work.



Mary Aversa, Borough Manager
AMBGOOD, LLC - 90 W. Butler Avenue

Page 3
January 15,2021

5. The STOP sign detail shall be revised to include the standard 30 in. x 30 in. sign type. Additionally, for the back-to-
back signs at the ATM drive-thru exit, the DO NOT ENTER sign must stay witnin the edges ot ine StOp sign or
alternatively provide them on different post in order to meet standard spacing and visual requirements.

6. Provide a plan for the pedestrian detour while the sidewalk is under construction.

7. There is existing 3 inch conduit within the westbound left turn lane from Butler Avenue to Maple Street that shall
be added to the plan to avoid conflicts.

8. We recommend that a maintenance and protection of traffic plan be provided for all utility work alonl; Bufler
Avenue and Maple Street.

9. lt is noted that the Butler Avenue conceptual driveway layout was provided after the land development plans
were completed and submitted. The land development plans shall be revised to include the new drivewa,y layout
and associated signage and striping.

RECOMMENDATION

lf Borough Council agrees, the application could be considered for approval subject to compliance u/th the
outstanding issues noted. A response letter should accompany any future submissions documenting any changes to
the.application. As always, please call us if you have any questions or if we can be of any assistanie regarOin-g ttris
project"

Sincerely,

.J r.-*--..-," ?, \*.'".g,
James P. Dougherty, P.E.
Senior Proiect Manager
Gilmore & Associates, lnc.

JPD/SWsI

cc: Glenn Kucher, Code Enforcement Officer - Ambler Borough
Joseph E. Bresnan, Esq., Solicitor - Ambler Borough
Chris Anderson - Goodman properties
Robert J, lannozzi, Jr. - Dischell, Barfle & Dooley, p.C.
John R, Hornick, P.E. - Bohler Engineering, LLi
Matthew l. Hammond, P.E. - Trafftc planning and Design, tnc.
Damon A. Drummond, P.E., PTOE - Gilmore & Associites, lnc.



AMBTER BOROUGH, MONTGOM ERy COUNTY, pEN NSYLVAN|A

oRD|NANCE NUMBER _
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF AMBLER REVISING THE STORMWATER ORDINA.NCE

(oRDINANCE 1108, CODIFtED AT SECTTON 26-4O6.t' By REDUCTNG THE tMPERV|OUS SURFACE
THRESHOTDS FROM I,OOO SQUARE FEET TO 750 SqUARE FEET, LEAVING THE REMAINDER OF THE

ORDINANCE lN FUtt FORCE AND EFFEO; TO BE EFFECTIyE ON THE EARLTEST EFFECTTyE DA1E
PROVIDED BYTHE PENNSYLVANIA BOROUGH CODE

WHEREAS, Ambler Borough Council adopted Ordinance 1108 on October 17, ZOL7, in orderr to
establish updated stormwater management criteria in compliance with pennsylvania Act t6l of l9tlg,
and

WHEREAS, ordinance 1108, which requires various storrnwater controls in the event of land
development and earth disturbances, exempts projects which involve proposed impervious surface of
less than one thousand square feet, and also exempts projects which involve earth disturbances ol, less
than one thousand square feet, and

WHEREAS, it is the determination of Borough Council that stormwater runoff remains a
significant problem in the Borough, and that accordingly, ongoing efforts should be made to control
stormwater to the maximum extent possible without posing unreasonable hardship upon property
owners, and

WHEREAS, Borough Council has determined that an additional limit upon the projects exempted
from compliance with the stormwater ordinance will be another positive step towards stormwater
control and therefore is consistent with the health, safety and welfare of the Borough,

Now THEREFoRE, Ambler Borough council does oRDATN as follows:

7. Table 26-406'1' (lmpervious Surface Exemption Thresholds) is modified as follows: tn column
3, the column header "0 to 1,000 square feet" is amended to read, ,,0 to 750 square fee,t,,
and the column header ">1,OOO to 5,000 square feef shall be amended to read ,.>750 to
5,000 square feet.,,

Any other provision in the stormwater ordinance or any other ordinance of the Borough th:rt is
inconsistent with these modified exemption thresholds shall be considered repealed to the
extent of such inconsistency.

ln the event that a court of competent jurisdiction invalidates any portion of this ordinancr:,
such invalid portion shall to the extent reasonably possible be severed from the remainder, such
remainder to be in full force and effect.

This ordinance is effective on the earliest approvaldate provided for in section 3301.3 of ther
Pennsylvania Borough Code.

50 ORDAINED this _ day of 2021

Frank R. DeRuosi, Council president

Attest:
Mary Aversa, Secretary



Park and Recreation Committee

February 2,2021 at7:00 p.m. Via Zoom. Committee Members: Sara Hertz-
Chair, Nancy Deininger, Erin McKenna Endicott, Nellie DiPietro

The Committee will make no recommendations.

1.

The following business will be discussed:

The Committee is moving forward with plans for creation of a Community Garden to
be installed next spring. A Zoom information session will be held Sunday, February 2l at
2:00 p.m. Register at the post on the Borough website l-v-tvw-bArcUghofambl_c,r.qom.

Questions can be emailed to Jen Henderson at Jhendersonfi)bor;ough.amUerpa.us

Ambler Borough Planning Commission is currently working on a Parks Plan outlining the
future of the Borough Parks System. They will be holding "Zoom" workshops in the
coming months for each one ofthe parks to solicit resident input and participation in this
process. The next Zoom meeting will be held Tuesday, February 23 at 6:0A p.m. on
Borough Park, Edgewood Preserve, Tennis Avenue Lot and Reiffs Mill Open Space.
Go to U1UU.beteggholambler.corn/dgpartrrle-!ts/pgllls-recreati-r1p (attached)
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Salary & Personnel Committee

February 2, 2021 at 7 :00 p.m. Via Zoom. Committee Members Nancy Deining,er *
Chair, Glynnis Siskind, Nellie Di Pietro, Jen Henderson

The Committee will consider the following recommendations:

L lnterviews for the Water Operator I position were held and a recommendation is fo(hcoming.

2. An executive session was held at 6:00 PM this evening to discuss the police contract.

Approved at the Committee Meeting:

l. A recommendation to hire Steven Smallberger as the Water Superintendent was approved.
(9-Aye)

The following business will be discussed:

l. Whitpain Township was contacted, and no applicants have applied for the vacant
Water Authority Board position.

2. An executive session was held on January 25 at7:00 PM to discuss employee issues and
contract negotiations



RECOMMENDATIONS

PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC UTILITIES

l. A recommendation is requested to award the Purnp 5 rebuild to Midway for the low quote of
$10,948.24.

T.INAI\ICE & PLANNING COMMITTEE

l. Consider the recommendation that the January bills are paid in the amount of 9773,342.1i7.

2. Consider approval of the applicant AMBGOOD, LLC's preliminary and final plans for 90
W, Butler Avenue with the following waivers under the iondition that the appiicant reso.tves
all outstanding issues in the Borough Engineer's January 15,2021review letier:

Section 22-3A5'4.A - To waive the requirement for the Applicant to provide location, names and
widths of street, the location and name of railroads, the location of pioperty lines and name gf
owners, the location of water courses, sanitary sewers, storm drains and similar features with.in
400 feet of any part of the land to be subdivided or developed.

section 22-308.c - To permit simultaneous preliminary and Final review.

Section 22A'107.2.C - To permit cover maintained over storm pipes to be less than the
minimum 2 feet both onsite and in the Borough right-of-way.

Section 22A'1A7.2.D & $224-107.5.A - To permit the use of storm pipes with an inside
diameter less than l8 inches both on-site and in the Borough right-of-way.

Section 22A'107 '6.4 - To permit the use of HDPE pipe in Iieu of RCP both on-site and in the
Borough right-of-way.

Interviews for the Water Operator I Position were held and a recommendation is forthcoming.

An executive session was held at 6:00 PM this evening to discuss the police contract. A
recommendation is expected.

l.

2.


