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175 ROSEMARY AVENUE • AMBLER, PA 19002
Serving the Public in the Ambler Community since 1983

Pre-Owned BMW, Mercedes, Audi, Lexus, Infinity, Acura
Wholesale/Retail • Foreign-Domestic Repairs • State Inspection

SALES AND SERVICE  •  215.643.6520
w w w. z a c c o n e m o t o r. c o mw w w. z a c c o n e m o t o r. c o m

You can custom order
your pre-owned car 
close to wholesale! Foreign Car Repair

Expanding indoor car sales.
New building next door.

Shaeff-Myers
Funeral Home

Robert E. Myers, Supervisor  Richard E. Myers, F.D.

145 Tennis Avenue, Ambler, PA
215-646-0595

Insurance Shopper AgencyInsurance Shopper Agency
If you have State Farm, Allstate, Progressive or Geico... 

Let us shop for you!

AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Established in 1979 and now located across  
from CVS in the heart of Ambler Borough

Family Owned and Operated 
Let our Family take care of yours

PA INSURANCE DEPARTMENT STATES: 
Choosing an insurance company is an important decision. 
SO A GOOD RULE OF THUMB IS TO COMPARE AT  

LEAST THREE COMPANIES.

WE SHOP, YOU SAVE 
Call us and start saving today! 

877-386-2601 Toll Free •• 215-642-0688 Direct 
570-386-2600

www.insuranceshopper.com 
275 E. Butler Avenue • Ambler, PA 19002 

A L L I S O N  W O L F
Hard working, Ambler-focused Realtor with a proven track record. 

Committed to our community, Ambler resident and volunteer.

215-704-9888 (direct & best number)
215-542-2200 (office)  
allison.wolf@foxroach.com 
www.MyAmblerHome.com
721 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422

Featured in Philadelphia Magazine as a Five Star Real Estate Agent 
for 10 years in a row (2010-2019). BHHS Fox & Roach Chairman’s 
Circle Platinum Award Winner, ranking in the top 1% of the entire 
Berkshire Hathaway national network.

Ambler19002
The Allison Wolf Team
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First Friday
May 

Cancelled

September 13

Please be patient 
as the dates are 

changing given the 
Covid-19 crisis  

we’re updating as 
changes happen on 

the webpage
amblermainstreet.org

Farmers’ Market 
opening postponed 
awaiting Governer’s 

instruction
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ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER               Jim Dougherty, P.E. Gilmore & Associates

Help Us Prevent Contaminating Our Waterbodies

Ambler Borough is preventing storm water pollution through a stormwater management program whose basis is within the Borough’s 
various ordinances. This program addresses storm water pollution from construction, new development, illegal dumping to the storm 
sewer system, and pollution prevention and good housekeeping practices in municipal operations. Since the theme of this issue is 
communication, this article is focused on letting everyone know how easy it is to be involved in helping to make sure the only thing that 
stormwater contributes to our water is water. 

Stormwater runoff picks up pollution from land surfaces such as pavements, yards, driveways, and roofs. Efforts to control stormwater 
pollution must consider individual, household, and public behaviors and activities that can generate pollution from these surfaces. 
Remember, the rainwater that drains from the roadways and your property in Ambler eventually makes its way to the Wissahickon Creek.

These common individual behaviors have the potential to generate stormwater pollution: 

 • littering

 • improper disposal of trash and recyclables

 • improper disposal of pet-waste

 • applying lawn-chemicals

 • washing cars

 • changing motor-oil on paved driveways

 • improper disposal of leftover paint and household chemicals

How can you help with pollution of stormwater runoff?

 •  Contact Borough Hall to report any erosion and sediment, storm water runoff or other pollution issues, whether from 
construction sites, businesses, or other locations throughout the Borough.

 •  Organize a neighborhood pollution watch.

 •  Stencil storm drains with warnings about dumping.

 •  Participate in a stream or creek cleanup within the Borough. 

 •  Plant trees along a stream or creek.

 •  Practice these healthy household habits:

  - Use fertilizers sparingly

  - Use pesticides only when necessary

  - Do not blow grass clippings or leaves into the street or inlets

  - Sweep up yard debris rather than hosing down paved areas

  - Compost or recycle yard waste

  - Pick up pet waste and dispose of properly

  - Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on an unpaved area

  - Service your car regularly to prevent leaks onto paved areas

  - Dispose of household hazardous waste at designated collection locations

  - Purchase and use nontoxic, biodegradable, recycled or recyclable products whenever possible

For more information on how you can reduce stormwater pollution, please visit the following webpages:

 • http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/solution_to_pollution.pdf

 • http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/nps_month_bookmark.pdf 

 • http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/cu_after_the_storm.pdf 

The Borough website is a valuable resource for stormwater related information http://boroughofambler.com/government/stormwater-
management/). This webpage contains useful information regarding the NPDES MS4 program. Several links to EPA and PADEP (the 
Federal and State agencies responsible for this program) are provided as well as numerous other educational and informational resources. 
All residents and businesses within the Borough are encouraged to review this information and to help in Borough efforts to keep our 
water clean.  Borough Staff and the Environmental Advisory Council are also great resources for stormwater related information. Contact 
information can be obtained on the Borough website.
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 Cigarette Butts Campaign

Cigarettes are the most littered item on earth with about 4.5 trillion cigarettes littered each year.  Cigarettes 
make up nearly 38 percent of all collect litter.  Disposing of cigarettes on the ground or out 

of a car is so common that 75 percent of smokers report doing it.  

While cigarette filters may look like cotton, 98 percent of filters are made of 
plastic fibers that are tightly packed together.  This makes for an estimated 1.69 
billion pounds of cigarette butts winding up as toxic trash each year.  Cigarettes are  
non-biodegradable and will only gradually decompose at a rate of about 38 percent 
after two years. 

Let’s keep Ambler beautiful.  Please do not throw cigarette butts on the ground.

 EARTH DAY 2020

EARTH DAY 2020  - April 22, 2020 marks the 50th anniversary 
of Earth Day.  Since 1970, Earth Day has increased awareness of 
the planet we live on, pollution, climate change, endangered species, 
and many other environmental issues.  Due to recent community 
safety precautions, Ambler Borough and the Ambler Environmental 
Advisory Council have cancelled EarthFest 2020 activities. 

Earth Fest 2020

 EAC GROWING GREENER GRANT UPDATE

The Ambler EAC through a significant Growing Greener Grant supported by the Department of Environmental 
Protection, subsidized 12 rain gardens, 4 permeable patios/walkways/driveways, 20 downspout planter boxes, 50 rain 
barrels, 2 riparian buffer plantings and conducted over 24 stormwater presentations in the Ambler community. It 
was a busy year for Ambler’s all volunteer Environmental Advisory Council to support and implement this essential 
program that works towards a healthier watershed and assures Ambler Borough is meeting Minimum Control 
Measure #1 Public Education and Outreach and #2 Public Participation for our MS4 stormwater permit.  

By managing rain on our properties where it falls, participating homeowners and businesses grow environmental 
stewardship of our public and private spaces in our community and our watershed. 

Do you want to beautify your landscape, increase your property value, create habitat, improve water issues on your 
property? To learn more about how you can take advantage of these subsidies while they last, email your Ambler EAC 
at amblereac@gmail.com 

Ambler EarthFest 2019 activities



...to our wonderful Ambler 
Main Street members!

AmblerMainStreet.org
•   Access Financial
•   ACTII Playhouse
•    Aldamlouji + Parker Architects 

LLC
•    Allflex Packaging Products
•    Allison Wolf, Realtor
•    Aloha Smoothie
•    Amazing Decks
•    Ambler Beverage Exchange
•    Ambler Boiler House
•    Ambler Borough
•    Ambler Extended Care Center
•    Ambler Flower Shop
•    Ambler Lifestyle
•    Ambler Mennonite Church
•    Ambler Musiccivic
•    Ambler Physical Therapy
•    Ambler Savings Bank
•    Ambler Sports Academy
•    Ambler Station Singers
•    Ambler Theater 

•    Ambler Whitpain Youth 
Football

•    Ambler Yards
•    Antique Garden Cottage
•    Anton B Urban Funeral Home
•    Arielle Bridal Inc.
•    Barberella Beauty
•    Bridgets Steakhouse
•    Bussinger Trains Inc.
•    Butler Pike Periodontal 

Assocoates
•    Cama Plan Self-Directed IRA 

LLC
•    Ciaverelli Funeral Homes
•    Communications Deployment 

Partners
•    Connor Electric
•    Costa Deli & Gina’s Amazing 

Cupcakes
•    D’Huy Engineers
•    Deck’s Hardware
•    Denney Electric Supply
•    Dettera
•    Feine Coffee
•    Fireside Bar and Grill
•    First Presbyterian Church of 

Ambler
•    Flowers by Veronica
•    Forest & Main Brewing 

Company
•    From the Boot
•    Gypsy Blu

•    Holistic Apothecary
•    Home by Kristen
•    Immersion Studio
•    Indy’s Beauty and Brow 

Studio
•    Innovative Liability Group
•    Jackets and things 
•    Jade Organic Salon
•    Jeffrey C. Boyer State Farm
•    John E Luskin and Son 

Plumbing and Heating
•    Juice Pod
•    KC’s Alley 
•    L.R.B. #543 Sons of Italy
•    La Provence
•    Lucky Well
•    Lutter Inc.
•    Main Street Vintage
•    Manely For You Beauty Salon
•    Mantis Computers
•    Maro’s Inc
•    Mattie Dixon Community 

Cupboard
•    McHugh Engineering 

Associates Inc
•    Melody’s Viet-Thai Grillhouse
•    Minute Man Press
•    Mokja Modern Korean 

Restaurant
•    Motto Marketing
•    Organized Efficiency LLC
•    Origin Photo
•    Our Lady of Mercy Regional 

School
•    Paper Dolls Ambler
•    Phillips and Associates 

Architects

•    Pie and Plate Cafe
•    Pizza Box
•    Plant Based Human
•    Plumb Pro Services
•    Pure Spa
•    Re:Love
•    Rita’s Water Ice
•    Roost Home
•    Saffron Indian Kitchen
•    Salvatore A. Boccuti Aerial 

Photographer
•    Shaeff Myers Funeral Home
•    Sister’s Painting
•    Solace Nails & Spa
•    State Farm Insurance
•    Sushi Hatsu
•    Sweet Briar Café
•    Swaddle Baby & Child
•    Tannery Run Brew Works
•    The Flour Pot
•    The Local Vapor Ambler
•    Tony Laguda
•    United Tire & Service of 

Ambler
•    Villari’s Martial Arts Center of 

Ambler
•    Vincent DiFrancesco 

Opticians
•    Wake Coffee Roasters
•    Weavers Way Food Coop
•    Wild Lilies Jewelry
•    Wissahickon School District
•    Wissahickon Valley Public 

Library
•    Xtra 101
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SEWER BACKUPS - PREVENT PIPES CLOGGING

FOG is fats, oils & grease that can build up in sewer lines.  When 
grease is washed down the sink or toilet it coats and sticks to the 
inside of sewer pipes.  The result can be a backup into basements, 
roadways and water bodies.  Sewer backups create health hazards, 
can result in expensive property damage and threaten the 
environment.  FOG can pose a significant risk to your home sewer 
line and the Borough’s sanitary sewer system.  

Everything from poultry products, baked goods, dairy products 
and fried foods will create FOG.  As meals are prepared, cookware 
washed and food scraps discarded down the garbage disposal, the 
FOG gets washed down the drain.  The FOG settles in the drainpipes 
and begins to cool and harden, causing the pipe to become more 
and more restricted.  Eventually the pipe may become so restricted 
that a full blockage occurs.  

You can help ‘cease the grease’ by being a good environmental 
steward and not dumping FOG down the drain.  

• Never pour grease down sink drains or toilets.
•  Dispose of cooled cooking fats, oils and grease into a waxed 

food container such as a milk carton or container with a lid and 
dispose of it in the garbage.

•  Minimize the use of your garbage disposal.  Foods containing 
FOG can get caught in the plumbing and cause sewer backups.

•  Use baskets or strainers in sinks to catch food scraps.  Empty 
scraps into the trash can.

•  Scrape food scraps from dishes and pans into the trash can for 
disposal, before washing.

•  Do not use the toilet for disposal of food scraps, sanitary items, 
rages, cloths or towels.  

Please be aware that cleaning wipes and baby wipes do not 
dissolve when flushed.  Instead they accumulate in the sewer system 
causing clogs and backups.  Clogs can cause sewage to backup 
into your home through sinks and toilets.  The damage caused by 
backups can be very expensive to repair.  Please remember - it’s a 
toilet, not a trash can.

 

DO FLUSH 
toilet paper and human waste

DON’T FLUSH 
cleaning & baby wipes, paper towels,  

feminine products, cotton balls, dental floss, diapers.

SEWER BACKUPS – BEWARE OF FOG – FATS, OILS & GREASE



8

 County-Wide Hazardous Waste & Tire Collection Events - 2020
Montgomery County has released information for free Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection and Tire Collection.  Due 

to recent community safety precautions, event cancellations may occur. For a complete list of collection locations and further details 
please visit www.MontcoPARecycles.org or email recycling@montcopa.org or call their recycling line at 610-278-3618.  As of this date, 
convenient drop-off locations are listed at:  

 Household Hazardous Waste   Residential Tire Collection 

 Sat., May 16 (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., rain or shine)   Sat., May 9 (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., rain or shine)

 Temple University – Ambler Campus  Montgomery County Community College

 1431 E. Butler Pike, Ambler – entrance  1313 Morris Road, Blue Bell – entrance (Lot 1D)

Electronics Disposal Ban - The Covered Device Recycling Act (CDRA) of 2010 prohibits the disposal of E-Waste as trash. Trash 
haulers may not pick up TVs or computers curbside. There are several options for recycling computers, monitors and TVs and CRT 
monitors. POSTPONED: ELECTRONICS RECYCLING SPONSORED BY AMBLER SAVINGS BANK.  The April 25 event has 
been postponed.  Please visit posts at www.boroughofambler.com or www.facebook.com/AmblerEAC/ for the future event date.  
Additionally, check out the County’s new partnership with ‘retrievr’.  NOTE:  At this time, due to local and state restrictions because 
of COVID-19, retrievr has extended its service suspension.  

Hardware  Tools  Paints
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies

(215) 646-0201
FAX: (215) 646-3606
deckshardware27@verizon.net

27 North Main Street
Ambler, PA 19002-5797

ww3.truevalue.com/decks

Ambler, PA Family Owned & Operated

215-738-1543
www.mcgarrycleaning.com

· Residential Cleaning
· Office Cleaning
· Junk Removal

· Post Construction Cleanup
· Apartment Turnovers
· and much more

Insured & Bonded



9

 Recycling News – Flexible Packaging Now Recyclable in Ambler!!!
J.P. Mascaro & Sons has added flexible packaging materials to the list of what can be recycled in Ambler Borough. Flexible packaging 

is any plastic packaging that can flex or wrap such as plastic pouches, plastic wraps and plastic bags.  By properly recycling and adding 
flexible packaging materials to your recycling cart you are helping protect the environment. Be sure your recycling materials are clean, 
dry & contaminant free and Mascaro will do the rest.  For questions, contact J. P. Mascaro & Sons directly at 484-250-4686.   

Recycling News – Recycling the Correct Materials

Recycling is Required.  Municipal and state regulations require 
that residents, commercial establishments and non-residential 
establishments recycle all recyclable materials.  Commonly 
recycled materials include: 

•  Paper – newspaper, office/copy paper, glossy & color paper, 
cardboard, junk mail, phone books, cereal/cracker boxes

• Plastic – bottles and jugs No. 1-7

• Glass – clear, green and brown containers

• Metal – aluminum, steel, tin, and bimetal cans and containers 

Contaminated Recycle Materials.  Contaminated recycling 
materials cannot be recycled and usually end up going to a 
landfill. Uncleaned containers with leftover food wastes cannot be 
recycled. Containers contaminated with food wastes will be sent 
to a landfill. You need to wash food containers and remove all of 

the food before placing the containers into 
the recycle bin.  Why is Contamination 
Bad?  When a certain percent of a batch 
of recycling is contaminated, the whole 
batch of recycling is considered unusable 
and thrown away.

To avoid contaminated recycling:

•  Check that the material is recyclable. Look for the recycle 
symbol on items.  

•  Rinse jars, bottles, and cans that have visible residue in them. 
A quick rinse is usually adequate.

•  Throw away heavily soiled items.

•  Do not put food wastes in recycle bins. Food wastes should be 
put in the trash or in a compost pile.

CARPETS • FLOORING • WINDOW TREATMENTS 
27 East Butler Avenue • Ambler, PA 19002

215-646-8178 • 215-643-2760 (fax) 
e-mail: maros@marosfloorcovering.com

HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 9am-5pm 

Wed: 9am-8pm  • Fri: 9am-5pm
 Sat: 10am-4pm

www.marosfloorcovering.com

Nelson & Campbell Auto Tags
Quality Customer Service Since 1992

Full-Service Tag Agency
•  Instant Registration • Instant Drivers License Renewals

•  Instant Vehicle Title Transfers • Leave With Your Documents

www.NelsonAndCampbellAutoTags.com

215-542-9501
909 Bethlehem Pike

Spring House, PA 19477 
Across From Rich’s Other Place Deli

Penn Dot
Authorized On-Line Agent
Complete Notary Services

State & Service
Fees Apply

Community Ambulance Association of Ambler (CAAA)  
Community Ambulance Association of Ambler has been proudly 

serving the community since 1941. In 2021 we will celebrate our 
80th year providing emergency medical care – with compassion – 
by our trained medical professionals. To celebrate, we invite you to 
join our events in 2020! 

Saturday, May 16, 2020 – EMS Week Open House – join us 
for family fun at this free event at our Ambler station located at 
1414 E Butler Pike. This event is free, come tour the ambulances 

and station. 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 – Designer Bag Bingo – Join us 
for this over-21 fundraising event at our station. Tickets will be 
available late summer / early fall for this event that SOLD OUT in 
October 2018.  

Details for all events are TBD and will be available at www.
facebook.com/medic351 and www.amblerambulance.org call for 
information at 215-643-6517.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC  610-527-0900 (office)

RACHEL MCGINN
Realtor®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Fox & Roach, REALTORS®
Bryn Mawr Office

Cell: 215-530-3219
Office: 610-527-0900

rachel@rachelmcginn.com
viewwaynehomes.com

“Rachel is absolutely the BEST Realtor you can find! She treated us like 
family, and tirelessly worked to meet our needs. Her knowledge and expertise 

are surpassed only by her work ethic and genuine caring for her clients.”

-Wendy Brockman

Let my expertise be your  Let my expertise be your  
advantage. advantage. 

Call me on my cell anytime. Call me on my cell anytime. 
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2020 Census at a Glance 
The census is much more than just a head count. It provides a picture of our nation that helps 

determine where to build new schools, hospitals, and businesses; how federal funding is distributed; and 
how congressional seats are apportioned. It also helps us see how our communities have changed over 
time. That’s why an accurate count is so important. 

UNDERSTANDING THE CENSUS Once every decade, the federal government conducts a census of 
the entire population to count everyone in the United States and record basic information about them. 
Our nation’s founders believed this data was so important that they mandated the decennial census in 
the Constitution. 

Easy and Convenient - In 2020, for the first time ever, the U.S. Census Bureau will accept responses online, but you can still respond 
by phone or mail if you prefer.  The public was able to begin responding to the 2020 Census online at 2020census.gov in March 2020.  
‘Census Day’ was April 1.  From June through July 2020 census takers will go door to door to count people who have not responded to 
the 2020 Census. Census takers are Census Bureau employees and will provide proof that they are official government personnel. 

Confidential and Secure - Strict federal law protects your census responses. It is against the law for any Census Bureau employee to 
disclose or publish any census information that identifies an individual or business. No law enforcement agency (not the DHS, ICE, FBI, 
or CIA) can access or use your personal information at any time. Data collected can only be used for statistical purposes that help inform 
important decisions, including how much federal funding your community receives. 

The Census Bureau will never ask for your Social Security number, bank or credit card account numbers, money or donations, or 
anything on behalf of a political party.  The Census Bureau has a robust cybersecurity program that incorporates industry best practices 
and federal security standards for encrypting data. 

 Voter Information – www.montcopa.org/voterservices
AMBLER WARD 1 - WISSAHICKON FIRE COMPANY, 245 Race St.

AMBLER WARD 2 - MONTCO SAAC CENTER, 45 Forest Ave.

AMBLER WARD 3 - CALVARY METHODIST CHURCH, 16 E. Park Ave.

Movies in the Gym
Please join us Friday nights throughout the year in the Ambler Borough Hall Gymnasium and enjoy a 

fun-filled FREE family evening of movie entertainment.  Bring your own snacks!
Movies begin at 7:00 p.m.   We hope to see you there!  Check out the movie line-up!

Discount Tickets Throughout the Year
Purchase Discount Tickets Here! Discount tickets to area amusements, attractions & ski slopes are available at Ambler Borough 

Hall throughout the year. Tickets can be purchased at our reception desk weekdays 8-4:30 p.m.  Payment via cash or check. Call the 
Receptionist (215-646-1000) for more information. Discount tickets offered (seasonal availability) include:

PARKS • Dorney Park • Dutch Wonderland • Hershey Park • Knoebel’s • Morey’s Piers • Six Flags/Great Adventure • Diggerland  
• Sesame Place  AQUARIUMS & ZOOS • Adventure Aquarium • Elmwood Park Zoo • Philadelphia Zoo  SKI AREAS • Bear Creek  
• Big Boulder/Jack Frost • Blue Mountain • Elk Mountain • Shawnee Mountain  MISCELLANEOUS • PA Renaissance Faire  
• Crayola Experience • Franklin Institute

For further voter information contact Montgomery 
County Voter Services at 610-278-3280 or go to  

www.pavoterservices.pa.gov 

Brought to you by the Parks & Recreation Committee

Aladdin  (June 5)
Elf   (July 24)

Playing with Fire          (September 18)
The Addams Family     (October 23)
The Polar Express         (December 11)
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Public Works Department News  Marco Resente, Public Works Supervisor

BULK WASTE DISPOSAL – MATTRESS DISPOSAL 
REQUIREMENT - All mattresses and box springs must be 
wrapped with plastic and sealed closed before being placed 
curbside for pickup.  Mattress-sized plastic bags may be purchased 
at Deck’s Hardware or your nearby Lowes, Walmart & Home Depot 
or on Amazon. 

STREET SWEEPING UPDATE  – The Borough Crews will be 
street sweeping when possible, but tickets will NOT be issued.  The 
street sweeping parking restrictions will not be enforced at this time.  
We appreciate the residents of Ambler that are following the social 
distancing guidelines.  Please stay safe during these difficult times. 

TRAFFIC & STREET LIGHT OUTAGES – If a traffic or street 
light is out, please notify the Borough receptionist at 215-646-1000 
or send an email to receptionist@borough.ambler.pa.us .  For street 

light outages, please try to obtain and report the pole number.  This 
will help us to more quickly relay the information to schedule a 
repair.   

POTHOLES OR OTHER DAMAGE – If you would like to report 
a pothole, broken playground equipment or damaged Borough 
signage please call Public Works at 215-628-9409 and leave a 
message on the machine.  Or, if you prefer, contact the Borough 
Receptionist and she will relay your message to the Garage.  

LABEL YOUR RECYCLE & TRASH ROLLCARTS – Please be 
aware that grey trash and blue recycle roll carts have gone missing.  
Residents are advised to put their home number on these carts.  
Please contact the Borough Receptionist if the rollcart wheels (and 
axles) need repair.  Public Works will replace these parts at no cost 
to you.  Please do not throw out the cart.  

Good news for those of you with electric cars.  Ambler Borough has announced that its two Electric 
Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations have been successfully installed and are ready to be used. The stations 
are located on Poplar Street near the Cavalier Lot and on Lindenwold Ave. & Race Street.  

SUMMER JOBS WITH THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Attention College Students

Ambler Borough’s Public Works Department seeks college students interested in summer employment.  We offer flexible start & 
end dates.  Please stop by Borough Hall to complete an Employment Application or download an application from the Borough 

website www.boroughofambler.com.  Drop off or mail your application to Ambler Borough,  
Attn:  Summer Employment, 131 Rosemary Ave., Ambler, PA  19002

  Council, Department & Committee News
Dear Residents and Friends, 

2019 was an election year here in the Borough. We have three new council members, and I’d like to take this opportunity to 
welcome them to Council. Brooke Marshall, for Ward 1. Jen Henderson, for Ward 2, and Haley Welch for Ward 3. I was humbled 
and honored to be re-elected for Ward 3, and look forward to another 4 years of serving our town.  As with all elections, things 
change. I would like to thank Claudio Zaccone, Ward 2, Fran Tomlinson, Ward 1, and Sal Pasceri, Ward 3, for their years of service 
and dedication to the borough, and the residents they served. 

With each new year comes new challenges. It seems that rings true for 2020. We find ourselves thrust into a global pandemic that 
has redefined our day to day lives. Those activities we have taken for granted, are suddenly out of reach. We find ourselves having 
to adapt in ways that are foreign to us. Much like changes to your personal lives, as a Borough, we have been forced to make some 
changes as well. Adhering to COVID19 requirements, we are asking that residents remain inside as much as possible. If you venture 
out, please remain off of playground equipment as it is impossible to keep the equipment disinfected. The parks are officially closed 
until further notice to help prevent groups from gathering. We ask that you please take social distancing seriously. Our best defense 
is to stop the spread of this virus. 

Borough Hall is operating with reduced staff and on a reduced schedule. The building is open daily from 9 am – 2 pm. We are 
not accepting in-person payments at this time. We ask that all payments be made via the drop box in the parking lot. The box will 
be collected daily. Payments can also be made on-line. Visit boroughofambler.com for more information. 

Most restaurants are open for take-out service. If at all possible, try and support our local restaurants in this difficult time by 
taking a night off from cooking, and ordering out. If you find yourself in need of a gift, try ordering on-line from one of our local 
retail shops. It might also be a good time to renew that lapsed membership, or to become a member at the Ambler Theater and Act 
II playhouse. 

Be there for each other as well. We are lucky to live in an age of technology that allows face to face communication, without 
leaving the safety of your homes. Check up on your neighbors. Help where you can. Drop off donations to Mattie Dixon Food 
Cupboard. It takes a village, and we have an amazing one. Ambler is no stranger to hardship. I am confident, that together, we will 
emerge from this more united than before. We are strong. We are resilient. We are Ambler.  

As always, Borough Council remains dedicated to our constituents, and to working together to keep Ambler moving forward. 

 Regards,

Frank DeRuosi 
President, Ambler Borough Council 
fderuosi@borough.ambler.pa.us
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Water Department News                           Philip Benigno, Water Dept. Supervisor                                                             

•  The Water Payment Lock Box is located in the Borough Hall parking lot. You may access the lock box from the Poplar Street parking 
lot entrance. 

•  You may sign up to receive email notification that the Water Bill is being mailed out.  Please visit www.boroughofambler.com and 
click on “Water Portal” on the homepage. 

•  On-line credit card & E-check payments are accepted for water bill payments.  Please visit www.boroughofambler.com and click on 
“Pay Your Water Bill” on the homepage.  A convenience fee will be charged. 

•  Please pay your Water Bill separately from other bills you may pay in the Borough, such as rental registration, tax bills or permit fees, 
so that your account is properly credited. Water Bills are mailed out quarterly. 

•  Please keep your contact information with the Water Department current, simply by accessing the Swiftreach™ icon on the Borough 
website homepage. In the event of a water quality emergency, we need to get in touch with our customers! 

SYSTEM HYDRANT FLUSHING
Ambler Water Dept. may begin routine system hydrant flushing later this spring. Flushing will occur Sunday evenings 

through Fridays. Water Dept. will post a f lushing schedule on the Borough website– check back often.  If you experience 
discolored water, DO NOT OPEN THE HOT WATER SIDE OF YOUR FAUCET – this will bring discolored water into 
the hot water tank. RUN COLD WATER only from your faucet for several minutes. Continue repeating this process until 
the water runs clear. If discoloration is severe, it also is suggested, if you have a water softener, that you by-pass the water 
softener until the situation is ‘clear.’ If the problem persists, contact the Water Department at 215-646-1000 Ext. 110 or 
111 M-F between 8:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.

CODE ENFORCEMENT NEWS     Glenn Kucher, Code Enforcement Officer

OPEN SPACE PLAN UPDATE - At the direction of Council, in 2018, the Planning Commission had been requested to 
update the 2006 Open Space Plan to incorporate recently acquired parcels Edgewood Preserve, Wahl Park, Ambler Square, 
and 44 Tennis Avenue.   This Plan was adopted by Borough Council on November 6, 2019.   Overall, the 2019 Open 
Space Plan update builds on the 2006 Open Space plan and presents more recent statistics, information, and photos.   
It is not intended to replace the 2006 Open Space Plan.   It has been updated to show new land acquisitions, land use 
changes, population and demographic shifts, and new goals / implementation strategies for these new parcels.   The plan 
also continues to emphasis the importance of stormwater management and references the 2014 Temple Study regarding 
Flooding and Stormwater Management.

The 2019 Ambler Borough Open Space Plan Update is intended to serve as a major tool to guide the future direction of 
current and prospective open space considerations in the Borough. This Update details the unique physical and cultural features of 
Ambler Borough while assessing growth trends in the area. An inventory of Ambler’s existing parks and open space areas is included in this 
update, along with a framework for future management of these amenities.

Currently, there are nine parks and open space areas under Borough ownership, totaling 23.5 acres.   Implementation strategies are included 
to guide the future of these resources and provide a framework for future preservation and land acquisition.  Overall, the 2019 Ambler 
Borough Open Space Plan update will serve to guide the future of parks, natural features, historic resources, and open space in the Borough. 
Through careful planning and collaboration, Ambler Borough will continue to be a great place to live, work, and play.   The Open Space Plan 
is available for review and download on the Borough website.    

AMBLER SQUARE CONSTRUCTION MOVING FORWARD - Ambler Borough has been moving forward on the planning and 
construction of the Borough’s newest park, Ambler Square, at the southeast corner of Butler Avenue and Park Avenue.   The park site is 
approximately 10,000 square feet and is proposed to provide plantings, greenery, seating, storm water educational opportunities, and event 
space potential.    After all the tremendous input from the park survey, plans were finalized earlier this year.   The Borough hopes to see 
construction begin in the summer with a grand opening date later this year.   Borough Council and all dedicated members of the community 
have been working hard to transform this vacant asphalt lot into a gathering place for people of all ages.

The Borough of Ambler would 
like to thank the businesses 
that appear in this newsletter 

and to recognize them each as 
supporters and cornerstones of 

our community. For it is with their 
contributions that this newsletter has been 

produced at no charge to our residents. 
FREE STATE INSPECTION
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NOTES FROM THE TAX COLLECTOR  Jennifer Stomsky, Tax Collector

Happy Spring!  Some dates to remember: The County and 
Borough tax bills are mailed on March 1st.  

• The discount (2%) period is from March 1st until April 30th.  

• The face value period is from May 1st until June 30th.  

•  Bills paid after June 30th (until December 31st) will include 
a 10% penalty. 

The School tax bill is mailed on July 1st.  

• The discount (2%) period is from July 1st until August 31st.  

•  The face value period is from September 1st until October 31st.  

•  Bills paid after June 30th (until December 31st) will include 
a 10% penalty.   

•  If you would like to pay your school bill using the three 
coupons that accompany it, you must pay the first coupon 
on or before July 31st. If you choose this option, please 
remember to pay the next two coupons on September 15th 
and October 31st, or you will be subject to a 10% penalty. 
Also, please keep in mind that you do not get the 2% discount 
with this option.

•  Per Wissahickon School District Resolution W-6-17, 
Continuation of Real Estate Tax Installment Payment Plan 
(effective 12-Jun-2017), a taxpayer who is delinquent by more 
than ten (10) days on any installment payments is ineligible 
for the installment payment option in the following fiscal 
year beginning July 1. 

Interim taxes are collected all year.  These are extra taxes assessed 
when you make renovations to your home. 

PLEASE NOTE:  AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE 
TAXING BODIES, IN-PERSON COLLECTIONS HAVE BEEN 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO COVID-19.  
PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE BY MAIL, LOCKBOX, OR 
ONLINE.  THE IN-PERSON COLLECTION INFORMATION 
BELOW WILL BE IN EFFECT ONCE THE LOCKDOWN 
RESTRICTIONS HAVE BEEN LIFTED.  NO CASH WILL BE 
ACCEPTED DURING THIS PERIOD.  PLEASE PAY BY CHECK, 
CERTIFIED CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.  CASH PAYMENTS 
WILL BE RETURNED.

My office hours for in-person payments are Tuesdays from 9am-
1pm. My office is located at 262 N. Spring Garden St. (between 
Mt. Pleasant Ave. and Rieffs Mill Road). For other times or 

special needs accommodations, 
call me at 215-367-5663 or email 
me at amblerborotaxcollector@
gmail.com and I will be happy 
to work with you to set up a 
time/place that works for you. 
However, please note that I 
cannot always accommodate last 
minute requests, so please plan 
accordingly.

I have extra in-person collection hours scheduled during the 
last two weeks of discount. This includes some evening hours at 
Borough Hall. Please review the information on your bill carefully 
for details.  I am closed on weekends, evenings, and holidays. This 
includes primary and election days. 

Additional methods of paying include mail (P.O. Box 3087, 
Ambler, PA 19002), lockbox located on the porch of 262 N. Spring 
Garden St., online using a credit card or e-check, or in person 
using a credit card.  Please note that credit card payments include a 
2.65% fee and e-checks have a flat $1.50 fee. The link to the online 
system is available on the Borough website, boroughofambler.com. 
If you pay online, a receipt will be emailed to you. If you want 
a receipt when paying by mail or lockbox, please include a self-
addressed stamped envelope and BOTH copies of the bill. Please 
do not send in payment without at least the tax collector portion 
(bottom half) of your bill. It helps me to identify what parcel is 
being paid, which assures that your bills are paid correctly and in 
a timely manner. 

Many people like to pay their taxes using their bank’s online bill 
payment. Please be careful when doing this as the payments are not 
automatic. It can take 3 to 5 days for me to receive your payment, 
and if you are close to the end of discount or face you risk the 
payment being late and missing the deadline, which will result in 
you owing more. 

If you are on Facebook, please follow my page, Ambler Borough 
Tax Collector Jennifer Stomsky for news, updates, changes in my 
office hours, or general information. I can also be found on Twitter 
at @AmblerBoroTC. 

Please feel free to reach out to me directly with any questions or 
concerns.

YMCA KNIGHT PARK SUMMER DAY CAMP - ‘WHERE SUMMER HAPPENS’                                                
Every summer, the Ambler Area YMCA, working with the Borough of Ambler, offers children 

residing within Ambler Borough a safe and positive place to spend their summer days -- Knight Park 
Summer Day Camp.    This year, camp will run June 15th – July 31st.  Camp fee is $45 per week per 
child. Drop off and pick up is at the Ambler Borough Hall Gym Entrance, 131 Rosemary Avenue.  
Camp hours run from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday. (No extended Camp Care).  

Day campers walk to Knight Park each morning, weather permitting, for structured activities. Energetic, creative, and well-trained staff 
encourage youth participation in a wide variety of activities including sports, arts & crafts, science, gardening, character development, 
and cooperative play. Campers are given the opportunity for weekly field trips, special events, a voucher for a free swim lesson session 
in either the summer or early fall, and a family swim pass for the Ambler Area Y Indoor Pool on Fridays.  This will also be the fourth 
year the YMCA has partnered with the Wissahickon Valley Watershed providing campers with the opportunity for Nature Activities and 
Exploration.  Ratio is 1:10.   

  The YMCA is currently closed and while there is no projected opening date, if you are interested in the YMCA’s Summer program please email 
Y-camp-ambler@philaymca.org  and put in the subject line “Knight Park Camp.”  The YMCA will contact you with registration information.
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

AMBLER YMCA TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS (FREE PROGRAMS)
•  Middle School Leaders (rotating Tuesdays.  Meet other Middle School Students, enjoy pizza 

and get involved with discussions about our community, current events & service projects.)

•  High School Leaders (rotating Saturdays.  Meet other High School students from other 
YMCAs, visit various colleges for FREE, transportation & lunch are provided, and explore 
career opportunities with those that share similar interests)

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

contact Megan Michael, Teen Programs Director, mmichael@philaymca.org   215-628-9950 x 1540
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Ambler Borough Police Department       Chief of Police Robert Hoffman 

  PUBLIC SAFETY NOTES                   www.AmblerPD.org

HOME CHECK DURING VACATION
The Ambler Borough Police Department offers a security check of your residence while you’re away on vacation. 

Police Officers will do periodic checks of the exterior of your home while you’re away. 

What is a vacation check? Your home will be checked by the police at different intervals, and times during your absence.

What do the officers do when checking my house? The officer will walk around the perimeter of your home and check the doors and 
windows to ensure they are locked. They will be looking for signs of forced entry, in addition to checking for signs of unwanted persons 
on the property. Police will look for signs of things that look out of place or appear suspicious. The date and time of the property check 
will be documented.

What happens if something is wrong? The person(s) you list as an emergency contact will be notified, and if possible, you will be 
notified immediately afterwards. It is always a good idea to provide a cell phone number in case of an emergency. 

You can complete a registration form located on the Borough website www.boroughofambler.com / Documents & Forms / Forms, 
Permits & Applications / Vacation Home Check Form. A form may also be requested by emailing twilliams@police.ambler.pa.us, or 
calling the Ambler Police Department at 215-646-1000 (ask for the police department). On the registration form you will be asked to 
list the property you want checked, the duration of time you will be gone, your emergency contact information and any relevant details.

Helpful tips:

-Notify a trusted neighbor that you will be away. Inform them that your property will be checked by the police.

-List any vehicles that will be on the property.

-Provide multiple phone numbers for emergency contacts.

-Notify your mail carrier, and paper delivery person to place a hold on deliveries

PRESCRIPTION &
OVER-THE-COUNTER DRUG DISPOSAL

Ambler’s Police Dept. Lobby is a convenient 24/7 drug disposal location.  All drugs 
will be destroyed in a legal and environmentally friendly manner. Check out our 
Facebook page -- Ambler Borough Police Department -- for further details.

AMBLER POLICE DEPARTMENT
VOLUNTARY SECURITY CAMERA REGISTRATION

**Turn your camera into a crime-fighting tool**  Video surveillance is one to the best methods for 
apprehending and convicting suspects who are caught in the act of committing a crime. Installing video 
surveillance and registering in the program is a great example of a community-police partnership.  
Contact the Police Dept. at 215-646-1000 for further information.  

The Ambler Borough Gym is now a regular community site for American 
Red Cross Blood Drives.  The next scheduled Blood Drive will be held 

Monday, June 1 (2-7 p.m.).  To make an appointment to give go online to 
www.redcrossblood.org (keyword:  ambler) or call 1-800-Red-Cross.  The 

need is constant.  The gratification is instant.    
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BOROUGH OF AMBLER
131 Rosemary Avenue 
Ambler, PA 19002

Spring/Summer 2020

AMBLER AREA YMCA 
1325 McKean Road 
Ambler, PA 19002 
215-628-9950 
philaymca.org 

MOVE, GROW, EXPLORE. 
DANCE, SWIM, SCORE! 
Ambler Area YMCA 
Learn something new at the Ambler Y 
and discover a community of health, 
fitness and fun for adults and children 
of all ages. There is something for 
everyone at the Y! 

215.646.6173  

CostaDeli.net

901 Bethlehem and Butler Pike, Ambler


