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Shaeff-Myers
Funeral Home

Robert E. Myers, Supervisor  Richard E. Myers, F.D.

145 Tennis Avenue, Ambler, PA
215-646-0595

175 ROSEMARY AVENUE • AMBLER, PA 19002
Serving the Public in the Ambler Community since 1983

Pre-Owned BMW, Mercedes, Audi, Lexus, Infiniti, Acura
Wholesale/Retail • Foreign-Domestic Repairs • State Inspection

SALES AND SERVICE  •  215.643.6520
w w w. z a c c o n e m o t o r s . c o mw w w. z a c c o n e m o t o r s . c o m

 $ Financing Available $ NEW SHOWROOM
Cars for every budget!

Custom order your  
pre-owned Vehicle HERE!

Mention CODE AD175 to receive  
$100 off vehicle purchase

A L L I S O N  W O L F
Hard working, Ambler-focused Realtor with a proven track record.

Committed to our community, Ambler resident and volunteer. 

215-704-9888 (direct & best number)
215-542-2200 (office)  
allison.wolf@foxroach.com 
www.MyAmblerHome.com
721 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422

Featured in Philadelphia Magazine as a Five Star Real Estate Agent 
for 11 years in a row (2010-2020). BHHS Fox & Roach Chairman’s 
Circle Platinum Award Winner, ranking in the top 1% of the entire 
Berkshire Hathaway national network.

Ambler19002
The Allison Wolf Team

Valid until December 31, 2021
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STORM WATER MANAGEMENT           Jim Dougherty, P.E. Gilmore & Associates

Stormwater Management for Spring & Summer

After this winter, it is hard to believe Spring is here! As we prepare for the warm Spring and Summer days ahead, it is important that we 
be mindful of not only our lawns and gardens, but of the lawns, gardens, and waterways to which our stormwater drains. Each year, our 
environment is under attack by polluted stormwater runoff. We can reduce negative impacts by making a few simple and easy changes 
to our everyday routines.

Here are some suggestions: 

1. Use low nitrogen and phosphorus fertilizers. This will reduce the amount of nutrients carried away by rainwater. Excess nutrients 
in natural waterbodies increases algae and decreases water quality.

2. Mulch grass clippings and remove excess grass clippings from your lawn and paved surfaces after mowing. Grass clippings carry 
nutrients to the streams.

3. Consider installing a rain barrel to collect excess stormwater runoff and use it for future car washing or plant watering! Less runoff 
to the streams means less flooding and less pollution carried by runoff.

4. Clean up after your pet during walks, as well as in your own back yard. Animal waste contributes to stormwater contamination. 

5. When performing maintenance on your vehicle, make sure that all waste oils and 
fluids are safely collected and disposed of at approved locations, and be sure to 
address vehicle leaks promptly. Even very small amounts of oil or gasoline can 
contaminate many gallons of water.

If you’re inspired to do more for our environment a Rain Garden is a beautiful 
addition to your property that is a green, sustainable solution that is low-cost and easy 
to construct.

For more information about Ambler’s Stormwater Program or about rain gardens and 
other Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) please contact the Borough of 
Ambler or visit its webpage (http://www.boroughofambler.com/government/stormwater-
management/). The Ambler Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) also provides valuable 
information regarding rain gardens and other BMPs (http://www.amblereac.org/).

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING

Free Estimates  •  Insured
Power Washing  •  Deck Staining  • Great Prep

215-817-6913
sisters2paint@aol.com
www.sisterspainting.com Bobbi Ann Helmich

Ambler, PA Family Owned & Operated

215-738-1543
www.mcgarrycleaning.com

· Residential Cleaning
· Office Cleaning
· Junk Removal

· Post Construction Cleanup
· Apartment Turnovers
· and much more

Insured & Bonded

JUNK 
REMOVAL

  Anti-Littering Awareness
How can we inspire people to take the simple step of throwing their garbage in trash receptacles instead of on the ground?  When it 

comes to stopping litter, a catchy phrase can make a difference. Here is a list of several anti-litter slogans to raise awareness about keeping 
our Borough parks and streets clean with just one simple act – tossing garbage in a trash or recycling bin.

Be part of the solution, not the pollution.
Feed the can, man.

Slam dunk the junk.
Put trash in its place.

Don’t trash our future, recycle.
Stop littering. The earth is not your garbage can.

Give a hoot, – don’t pollute!
The world outside your car is not your personal ashtray.

Can it for a greener planet.
Recycle your trash or trash your earth.
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  Recycling News:  Not All Types of Recycling Were Created Equal (But They Are All Important)
Many people wonder what happens to the materials that 

they place in their recycling bin. There are three main types of 
recycling that post-consumer materials can undergo. Each has 
specific advantages and end products.

Primary recycling, often referred to as “closed loop recycling”, 
is when recyclable materials are mechanically processed to 
create a product that serves a similar function. For example, a 
post-consumer plastic bottle can be mechanically processed to 
create a new plastic bottle. This bottle has similar strength and 

performance characteristics as the original bottle. Some materials, such as aluminum and 
glass, can be recycled in this closed loop system an infinite amount of times. No matter 
how many times these materials are recycled; their material quality will not decrease. A 
glass bottle made with glass that has been recycled 20 times will perform just as well as a 
bottle made of new glass.

The quality of other materials, such as paper and plastic, decreases each time they 
are recycled. The strength of paper comes from the tangling of pulp fibers. Each time a 
paper product is recycled, these fibers become shorter, until they become so short they 
are unable to be used to create new paper. The EPA estimates that paper can be recycled 
a maximum of five to seven times. Plastic recycling fares worse. The polymers that make 
up plastics also are shortened each time the material is recycled, and it is estimated 
that plastic can only be recycled one to two times before the quality of the material is 
diminished. 

This is where secondary recycling comes in. Secondary recycling is still a mechanical recycling process, but it uses recycled materials 
to make a new product. This new product typically does not have the same physical demands as the original product and is often less 
recyclable. Despite the decrease in recyclability, this is an important process to minimize the use of virgin resources and to help divert 
less recyclable materials such as plastic from landfills. An example of secondary recycling is plastic bottles being turned into polyester.

The third type of recycling is tertiary recycling. In tertiary recycling, recycled materials are used as a feedstock in a process to create 
chemicals and fuels. These chemicals can then be used to create new materials. This type of recycling typically uses the most energy, costs 
more, and can have the same negative environmental impacts of producing brand new materials. The benefits are reducing waste that is 
landfilled and minimizing new resources that are used to create chemicals. An example of tertiary recycling is the glycolysis of PET plastic 
into diols and dimethyl terephthalate to make virgin PET plastic.

Municipal and state regulations require that residents, commercial establishments and non-residential establishments recycle all 
recyclable materials. Commonly recycled materials include paper, plastic, glass and metal. You should check with your hauler for a 
complete list of acceptable recyclable materials.

  Strategic Plan – Transition to 100% Renewable Energy 
Borough Council, at its October Council Zoom Meeting held October 20, 2020, adopted their ‘Strategic Plan:  Transition to 100% 

Renewable Energy from 2020 to 2050.’   This plan was developed by Ambler Borough Council, the Ambler Borough Planning Commission, 
Environmental Advisory Council, Code Enforcement, the Montgomery County Planning Commission, and the General Public.  Ambler 
Borough adopted a Ready-for-100 Renewable Energy Resolution in March of 2019 resolving a vision for a 100% clean renewable energy 
future.  To review the Strategic Plan simply access the Borough website’s homepage at www.boroughofambler.com and click on the News 
Post Announcement “Ambler Borough Strategic Plan.”  

Top 10 Items That 
Should NEVER be in Your 

Recycling Bin

• Garden hoses, ropes, chains, 
extension cords, Christmas lights

• Automotive parts:  brakes, engine 
components, etc.

• Wood, trees

• Household electronics & appliances

• Construction & demolition debris

• Tarps

• Tools, nails & building materials

• Propane canisters

• Plastic & metal banding or strapping

• Bed sheets, jeans & clothes

CARPETS • FLOORING • WINDOW TREATMENTS 
27 East Butler Avenue • Ambler, PA 19002

215-646-8178 • 215-643-2760 (fax) 
e-mail: maros@marosfloorcovering.com

HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 9am-5pm 

Wed: 9am-8pm  • Fri: 9am-5pm
 Sat: 10am-4pm

www.marosfloorcovering.com

Nelson & Campbell Auto Tags
Quality Customer Service Since 1992

Full-Service Tag Agency
•  Instant Registration • Instant Drivers License Renewals

•  Instant Vehicle Title Transfers • Leave With Your Documents

www.NelsonAndCampbellAutoTags.com

215-542-9501
909 Bethlehem Pike

Spring House, PA 19477 
Across From Rich’s Other Place Deli

Penn Dot
Authorized On-Line Agent
Complete Notary Services

State & Service
Fees Apply



...to our wonderful Ambler 
Main Street members!

AmblerMainStreet.org
• Access Financial
• ACTII Playhouse
• Aldamlouji + Parker Architects 

LLC
• Allflex Packaging Products
• Allison Wolf, Realtor
• Aloha Smoothie
• Amazing Decks
• Ambler Beverage Exchange
• Ambler Boiler House
• Ambler Borough
• Ambler Extended Care Center
• Ambler Flower Shop
• Ambler Lifestyle
• Ambler Mennonite Church
• Ambler Musiccivic
• Ambler Physical Therapy
• Ambler Savings Bank
• Ambler Sports Academy
• Ambler Station Singers
• Ambler Theater 
• Ambler Whitpain Youth 

Football
• Ambler Yards
• Antique Garden Cottage

• Ambler Vegan Company
• Anton B Urban Funeral Home
• Barberella Beauty
• Bridgets Steakhouse
• Bussinger Trains Inc.
• Butler Pike Peridontal 

Assocoates
• Buutchiis Grille
• Cama Plan Self-Directed IRA 

LLC
• Ciaverelli Funeral Homes
• Communications Deployment 

Partners
• Connor Electric
• Costa Deli & Gina’s Amazing 

Cupcakes
• D’Huy Engineers
• Deck’s Hardware
•  Denney Electric Supply
• Dettera
• Edward Jones
• Fine Hill Reality Services
• Fireside Bar and Grill
• First Presbyterian Church  

of Ambler
• Fit Rite Shoes LLC
• Flowers by Veronica
• Forest & Main Brewing 

Company
• From the Boot
• Ganar Clothing Company
• Grisafi Music Institute  

of Ambler
• Gypsy Blu
• Hair of the Dog  

Grooming Salon
• Holistic Apothecary

• Home by Kristen
• Immersion Studio
• Innovative Liability Group
• Jackets ‘N Things 
• Jeffrey C. Boyer State Farm
• John E Luskin and Son 

Plumbing and Heating
• Juice Pod
• KC’s Alley 
• L.R.B. #543 Sons of Italy
• La Provence
• LB Fit
• Lowe Investment Group LP
• Lutter Inc.
• Mahoney Event Center
• Main Street Vintage
• Manely For You Beauty Salon
• Mantis Computers
• Maro’s Flooor Covering
• Mattie Dixon Community 

Cupboard
• McHugh Engineering 

Assocaites Inc
• Melody’s Viet-Thai Grillhouse
• Minute Man Press
• Mokja Modern  

Korean Restaurant
• Motto Marketing
• Multi Funding
• No Bare Walls Framing Studio
• Organized Efficiency LLC
• Origin Photo
• Our Lady of Mercy  

Regional School
• Paper Dolls Ambler
• Paxson records and books
• Phillips and Associates 

Architects
• Photos by Carlyn LLC
• Pie and Plate Cafe
• Pizza Box

• Plumb Pro Services
• Press Hair Bar
• Pure Spa
• Re:Love
• Rita’s Water Ice
• Robert L Lowe Sr. Foundation
• Roost Home
• Salvatore A. Boccuti Aerial 

Photographer
•  Sanctuary • Spa • Ambler
• Shaeff Myers Funeral Home
• Shinghar Beauty
• Sisters Painting
• Solace Nails & Spa
• Sorrentino Pasta & Provisions
• SSM Photography
• St. Anthony’s Parish
• State Farm Insurance
• Stone and Key Cellars
• Sushi Hatsu
• Swaddle Baby and Child
• Sweet Annie’s Candy Shoppe
• Sweet Briar  Café
• Tannery Run Brew Works
• The Flour Pot
• The Local Vapor Ambler
• The Lucky Well
• Tony Laguda Formal Wear
• United Tire & Service of 

Ambler
• Villari’s Martial Arts Center  

of Ambler
• Vincent DiFrancesco Opticians
• Wake Coffee
• Weavers Way Food Coop
• Wild Lilies Boutique
• Wissahickon School District
• Wissahickon Valley  

Public Library
• Xtra 101
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  Ambler Environmental Advisory Council
Ambler EAC 2021: Growing on Successes and Expanding our Reach. 

We have all gone through changes in 2020. In 2021 Ambler EAC wants to help drive those changes towards a 
greener, more sustainable community, building off past successes while growing to expand our reach.  

You can expect all the EAC staples of the past but with a socially distanced twist. The Keep Ambler Beautiful 
campaign kicks off on May 8th with a spring clean-up event. Listen for news on how residents can borrow EAC cleaning equipment 
for your own clean up event, afternoon walk, or plogging. Our Shade Tree Committee will have its first tree planting on April 24th. If 
you want to get even more involved, you will soon be able to adopt a local park tree with our Adopt-A-Tree program and take pride in 
knowing you’re helping to care for our community tree canopy. Adoption will also be open to local organizations and businesses. Our 
Education and Outreach committee will be holding events in the Spring encouraging and facilitating native pollinator housing where you 
can learn and take part in growing our vast array of local pollinators.

Keep an eye out for some new committees coming in 2021. Our new Waste Less 
Committee will focus on ways to reduce waste and create sustainable habits. Look for 
events during Plastic Free July. Also stay tuned for events on learning how to reduce your 
carbon footprint through simple changes and how electrification can be an integral part 
of making your life and home green, clean and sustainable.   

One of our biggest accomplishments, Growing Ambler Greener, will be completing 
its final year in 2021. This is your last chance to get shared cost stormwater management 
items like rain barrels, downspout planters, rain gardens or permeable pavers for your 
home. All are amazing ways to decrease your storm water runoff.  Throughout 2021 we 
will continuously work on helping borough residents add these items to our community 
while repairing local riparian buffers and steep slopes.  Please visit amblereac.org/ or the 
EAC Facebook page to get details and dates of all the events above.

Growing Ambler Greener: Sharing cost with residents to install stormwater management tools ends this year.

We hear a lot about stormwater management in Ambler and we want to help. Growing 
Ambler Greener: Clean Streams, Clean Water is a program funded by the Department of 
Environmental Protection to grow environmental stewardship by engaging residents like 
you to be a solution to stormwater issues in Ambler Borough. This program shares the cost 
with Ambler Borough residents to implement stormwater features that keep rain where 
it falls. Rain barrels, downspout planters, rain gardens, and impervious conversions are 
tools that are part of this cost sharing program.  Homeowner subsidies available are: Free 
rain barrels, $100 downspout planters, $1300 towards a rain garden and $2,000 towards 
permeable pavers.

Attend a workshop, sign up for an assessment and become an environmental steward of 
our community by managing stormwater by reducing stormwater runoff.  This program 
ends December 2021. Don’t miss out. Visit www.growingamblergreener.com to learn more 
and sign up for a workshop. You can also visit the Ambler Environmental Advisory Council 
(AmblerEAC) Facebook page for upcoming workshops.

SEWER BACKUPS - PREVENT PIPES CLOGGING
‘Disposable’ does not mean ‘flushable.’  Wipes accumulate in 

sewers causing clogs and backups.  Cleaning wipes, baby wipes 
and other disposable wipes that are sometimes described as 
‘flushable’ do not dissolve when flushed.  Instead, they accumulate 
in the sewer system causing clogs and backups.  Clogs can cause 
sewage to backup into your home through sinks and toilets.  The 
damage caused by backups can be very expensive to repair.  Please 
remember – it’s a toilet, not a trash can.  

DO FLUSH 
toilet paper and human waste

DON’T FLUSH 
disposable wipes, paper towels,  

feminine products, cotton balls, dental floss, or diapers

Residents are advised to schedule regular check-ups for their sewer laterals and be mindful of the potential damage caused by tree 
roots.  Tree roots can find a crack in your sewer pipe, infiltrate your sewer line and once roots have found their way into your pipes, 
can cause blockage in your main sewer drain.  If there are existing blockage issues, homeowners should consider having their plumber 
conduct a video pipe inspection to determine the source of the problem and recommend a solution to restore pipe capacity.  
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FOG is fats, oils & grease that can build up in sewer lines.  When 
grease is washed down the sink or toilet it coats and sticks to the 
inside of sewer pipes.  The result can be a backup into basements, 
roadways, and water bodies.  Sewer backups create health hazards, 
can result in expensive property damage, and threaten the 
environment.  FOG can pose a significant risk to your home sewer 
line and the Borough’s sanitary sewer system.  

Everything from poultry products, baked goods, dairy products, 
and fried foods will create FOG.  As meals are prepared, cookware 
washed and food scraps discarded down the garbage disposal, the 
FOG gets washed down the drain.  The FOG settles in the drainpipes 
and begins to cool and harden, causing the pipe to become more 
and more restricted.  Eventually the pipe may become so restricted 
that a full blockage occurs.  

You can help ‘cease the grease’ by being a good environmental 
steward and not dumping FOG down the drain. 

• Never pour grease down sink drains or toilets.
• Dispose of cooled cooking fats, oils, and grease into a waxed 

food container such as a milk carton or container with a lid 
and dispose of it in the garbage.

• Minimize the use of your garbage disposal.  Foods containing 
FOG can get caught in the plumbing and cause sewer backups.

• Use baskets or strainers in sinks to catch food scraps.  Empty 
scraps into the trash can.

• Scrape food scraps from dishes and pans into the trash can for 
disposal, before washing.

• Do not use the toilet for disposal of food scraps, sanitary items, 
rags, cloths, or towels.  

SEWER BACKUPS – BEWARE OF FOG – FATS, OILS & GREASE

 County-Wide Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events - 2021
HHW Collection - Montgomery County sponsors free Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection events for residents at 

different drop off locations throughout the county between the months of April and October.  For a complete list of collection locations 
and further details please visit www.MontcoPARecycles.org or email recycling@montcopa.org or call their recycling line at 610-278-
3618.  Follow on Facebook at MontgomeryCountyRecycling.  The event schedule flyer has been posted on the Borough website’s Quick 
Links at Trash/Recycling/Yard Waste page.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, residents will once again be required to register with the 
County for an appointment to attend.  The County has announced they will not hold Tire Collection events in 2021.  

Electronics Disposal Ban - Although state law requires electronics manufacturers to offer recycling opportunities for TVs and 
computers, those manufacturers are no longer sponsoring county recycling collections in the Southeastern Pennsylvania region. 
Concern about the lack of disposal options for TV’s and computers should be directed to the appropriate State Rep. or Senator.  An 
amendment to the state electronics recycling law, called the Covered Device Recycling Act, is needed to ensure the availability of 
recycling outlets. 

The Covered Device Recycling Act (CDRA) of 2010 prohibits the disposal of E-Waste as trash. Trash haulers may not pickup TVs or 
computers curbside. There are several options for recycling computers, monitors and TVs and CRT monitors. Check out the County’s 
new partnership with ‘retrievr’ – this company will come to your door to pick up TVs & monitors (for a fee) as well as used clothing.  
Microwave ovens, dehumidifiers, air conditioners, and mini refrigerators can be picked up for a fee, in addition to TVs and monitors.  
The fee schedule is on the Retrievr website at http://retrievr.com/montcopa . 

Tell them what you are recycling, pick a date for your pickup and a truck will come to your door.  Visit retrievr.com or text the word 
PICKUP to 757-703-3824 and follow the guided scheduler to set a date.  Or call their number and leave a voicemail.  Convenience fees 
apply for certain items. 

 Community Ambulance Association of Ambler (CAAA)  

Jen Sweeney, Business Director CAAA

Community Ambulance Association of Ambler (CAAA) is 
grateful for the generous support of the 2021 membership 
drive! Support from the community helps CAAA crews 
provide the life-saving care needed by members of the 
community. 2021 marks 80 years that CAAA has served 
the community - and while much has changed about the 
equipment and training, our crew’s commitment to their 
patients and high quality care remains. CAAA hopes to 
schedule celebratory events in the community this year, 
check www.amblerambulance.org for details. Thank you for 
80 years of support! 



9

  Council, Department & Committee News
Fellow Residents,

A little more than a year ago, in March of 2020, life here in the borough changed dramatically. We were faced with an 
unprecedented shutdown of schools, businesses, restaurants, and theaters. People’s livelihoods were threatened,  their sense of 
security rocked. It seemed overnight, our way of life came to a screeching halt, as our once vibrant town, and our once busy 
lives, grew eerily still. Our future, uncertain. In the wake of COVID-19, Ambler had to adjust to a new normal; to find ways of 
supporting each other, and supporting our town as well. We pulled together, we helped one another, and we did what Ambler 
does best – reinvent ourselves. 

To help people in financial crisis, the borough extended due dates for tax bills, offered deferred payment plans to residents 
who struggled to pay water/sewer bills, and suspended the collection of parking fees, and the issuing of parking tickets. It worked 
with the restaurants and shops in town to transform as much of our business district streets and sidewalks as was possible into 
outdoor dining venues. Borough Hall parking lot even did double duty as a pick-up location for free lunches for Wissahickon 
School District’s students, and as an outdoor movie-house for the Ambler Theater. But you know all this, because you lived it. 

In the past year, many things have changed. But what didn’t change, and perhaps was made more secure because of the events 
of the past 365 days, was our sense of community. Neighbors helping neighbors, and strangers. Residents rallying around not just 
each other, but our businesses as well. Doing all we could to maintain the vibrant, and diverse community we have all come to 
proudly call home. 

While Ambler is not quite back to the bustling town it was before March of 2020, it is waking up again. New businesses are 
opening, our residential employment rates are rising, our parking lots are filling up. Clearly, it will still take more time, hard work 
and patience to return to where we were before last year.  But knowing this town and its residents, I have no doubt we will get 
there, together.

As always, it is a pleasure to serve this community. Council remains dedicated to our constituents and to working towards what 
is best for Ambler.

Warmest Regards,

Frank DeRuosi

President, Ambler Borough Council

fderuosi@borough.ambler.pa.us

SEWER BACKUPS – BEWARE OF FOG – FATS, OILS & GREASE

Public Works Department News  Marco Resente, Public Works Supervisor

BULK WASTE DISPOSAL – MATTRESS DISPOSAL 
REQUIREMENT  –  All mattresses and box springs must be 
wrapped with plastic and sealed closed before being placed 
curbside for pickup.  Mattress-sized plastic bags may be 
purchased at Deck’s Hardware or your nearby Lowes, Walmart 
& Home Depot or on Amazon.

STREET SWEEPING RESUMES THIS SPRING – Street 
sweeping resumes for the season during the 1st week of April.  
Streets will be swept on a weekly basis.  Head the street signs.  
“No Parking” on specified days & hours will be enforced.  Street 
Cleaning Parking Fines are $15 and payment of fines is due 
within 15 days of violation.  

TRAFFIC & STREET LIGHT OUTAGES – If a traffic or street 
light is out, please notify the Borough receptionist at 215-646-
1000 or send an email to receptionist@borough.ambler.pa.us .  

For street light outages, please try to obtain and report the pole 
number.  This will help us to more quickly relay the information 
to schedule a repair.   

POTHOLES OR OTHER DAMAGE – If you would like to 
report a pothole, broken playground equipment or damaged 
Borough signage please call Public Works at 215-628-9409 and 
leave a message on the machine.  Or, if you prefer, contact the 
Borough Receptionist and she will relay your message to the 
Garage.  

LABEL YOUR RECYCLE & TRASH ROLLCARTS – Please be 
aware that several grey trash and blue recycle roll carts have gone 
missing.  Residents are advised to put their home number on 
these carts.  Please contact the Borough Receptionist if the roll 
cart’s wheels (and axles) need repair.  Public Works will replace 
these parts at no cost to you.  Please do not throw out the cart.   

SUMMER JOBS WITH THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Attention College Students!

Ambler Borough’s Public Works Department seeks college students interested in summer employment.  We offer flexible start &  
end dates.  Please stop by Borough Hall to complete an Employment Application or download an application from the Borough website 
www.boroughofambler.com.  Drop off or mail your application to Ambler Borough, Attn:  Summer Employment, 131 Rosemary Ave., 
Ambler, PA  19002
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Water Department News                  Steve Smallberger, Water Superintendent                                                             

• The Water Payment Lock Box is located at the Borough Hall 
parking lot. You may access the lock box from the Poplar Street 
parking lot entrance. 

• During these troubled times, water customers may have 
difficulty budgeting to pay the water bill.  The Water 
Department is willing to work with you by setting up payment 
arrangements if you are enduring hardship.  Please contact the 
Water Department to speak with a billing clerk.  

• System Hydrant Flushing – When Ambler Water Dept. 
conducts routine system hydrant flushing a flushing schedule 
will be posted on the Borough website– check back often.  If 
you experience discolored water, DO NOT OPEN THE HOT 
WATER SIDE OF YOUR FAUCET – this will bring discolored 
water into the hot water tank. RUN COLD WATER only 
from your faucet for several minutes. Continue repeating this 
process until the water runs clear. If discoloration is severe, it 
also is suggested, if you have a water softener, that you by-pass 
the water softener until the situation is ‘clear.’ If the problem 

persists, contact the Water Department at 215-646-1000 Ext. 
110 or 111 M-F between 8:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.

• You may sign up to receive email notification that the Water 
Bill is being mailed out.  Please visit www.boroughofambler.
com and click on “Water Portal” on the homepage. 

• On-line credit card & E-check payments are accepted for 
water bill payments.  Please visit www.boroughofambler.
com and click on “Pay Your Water Bill” on the homepage.  A 
convenience fee will be charged. 

• Please pay your Water Bill separately from other bills you may 
pay in the Borough, such as rental registration, tax bills or 
permit fees, so that your account is properly credited. Water 
Bills are mailed out quarterly. 

• Please keep your contact information with the Water 
Department current, simply by accessing the Swiftreach™ 
icon on the Borough website homepage. In the event of a 
water quality emergency, we need to get in touch with our 
customers! 

WATER LINE PROTECTION PROGRAM APPLICATION                          
What is the Water Line Protection Program?  It is a lateral water line protection plan offered by Ambler Borough to 

our residential customers.  Why do we offer this?  Because the pipe that carries water from the curb to your house is on 
your property and the pipe is owned by you.  If a leak or break in this line occurs (this is called the ‘lateral line’), it is 
your responsibility – and your expense -- to make the repair. 

With the Water Line Protection Plan offered by the Borough of Ambler, if anything happens to your water service line 
from the point at which it crosses the outer vertical wall of the residence to the point at which it reaches the property 

boundary, we will take care of it. 

This protection plan is offered to residential customers, specifically single-family dwelling & residential properties with four or fewer 
units on the same water meter with 5/8” to 1” water service lines. The cost is $100 for a one-year protection plan and covers the cost 
to repair or replace allowing up to two repairs per year, $3,500 per break maximum, capped at $7,000 per year.  Please be aware this 
Contract is held by you and not by the property.  Therefore, should you sell your property, the plan is not transferred to the new property 
owner.   Should you sell your property you may apply in writing for a pro-rated refund.  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Water Service Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address (if different): _____________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________           Email: ___________________________________________ 

Check No. _______________________

Mail completed WLPP Application with check for $100 payable to “Ambler Borough” to:
Ambler Borough ~ Attn: Water Line Protection Plan, 131 Rosemary Avenue, Ambler, PA 19002
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Parks and Recreation News                           Sara Hertz, Committee Chairperson                          
COMMUNITY GARDEN - Our committee, lead by Council 

member Jennifer Henderson, is planning a community garden in 
Ambler! Community gardens can be a wonderful way for neighbors 
to meet each other, enjoy nature, and share skills. The plants in a 
community garden can help reduce air pollution and stormwater 
runoff and beautify the area. At a meeting held with interested 
residents, Knights Park was recommended as the location for 
many reasons - including its level of sunlight, available parking, 
and water supply near the maintenance building. Final decisions 
have not been made yet though. We are relying on the assistance 
of engaged residents to help make this vision a reality! If you’d like 
to get involved please contact Jennifer Henderson, Ward 2 Council 
member at jhenderson@borough.ambler.pa.us.

MASTER PARK PLAN - Ambler Borough Planning Commission 
is currently working on a Master Park Plan. Similar to work done 
on Ambler’s 2019 Open Space Plan (available on the Borough 
website), this Plan will help guide the direction of current and 
prospective park considerations in the Borough. An inventory 
of Ambler’s existing parks and open space areas will be included 
in this plan, along with a framework for future management of 
these amenities. Currently, there are nine parks and open space 

areas under Borough ownership, totaling 23.5 acres. The Planning 
Commission started their monthly meetings 1 hour early for 5 
months in order to address each location, including Knights Park, 
Pickering Field, Ricciardi Park, Borough Park, Edgewood Preserve, 
Jean Thompson Park, and Wahl Playground. Any comments or 
questions can be sent to the Borough Code Department at code@
borough.ambler.pa.us. 

SPARKY THE AMBLER SNOWMAN - Our neighbors had a 
great time finding #SparkyTheAmblerSnowman hanging out in 
each of Ambler’s Parks from Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day! You 
can follow his epic journey on the Ambler Parks and Recreation 
facebook page, or amblerparks on Instagram. 

AMBLER SQUARE - The Borough’s newest park, Ambler 
Square, at the southeast corner of Butler and Park Avenues, is 
almost done!  The park site is approximately 10,000 square feet and 
will provide plantings, greenery, seating, stormwater management 
and event space potential.  Borough Council and all dedicated 
members of the community have been working hard to transform 
this vacant asphalt lot into a gathering place for people of all ages. 
The grand opening will be announced soon.  

Voter Information – www.montcopa.org/voterservices
AMBLER WARD 1 - WISSAHICKON FIRE COMPANY, 245 Race St.
AMBLER WARD 2 - AMBLER BOROUGH HALL (GYM), 131 Rosemary Ave.
AMBLER WARD 3 - CALVARY METHODIST CHURCH, 16 E. Park Ave.
For further voter information contact Montgomery County Voter Services at 610-278-3280
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CODE ENFORCEMENT NEWS     Glenn Kucher, Code Enforcement Officer

PROPERTY OWNER TIPS FOR MAINTAINING AMBLER’S BEAUTY, WALKABILITY, AND CHARM 

Walkability is one of the many cornerstones which makes Ambler a desirable place to live, work, and play.    Sidewalks exist on the 
majority of all streets within the Borough and those connections are a vital part to the Borough’s pedestrian-oriented small-town 
environment.   Walkable communities such as Ambler lead to both economic and natural benefits, more social interactions, and 
encourage physical fitness.    Maintaining these resources is a community wide effort.    Property owners should be mindful and take 
notice of the following:

• Inspect your sidewalks to make sure that any tripping hazards such as broken or raised sidewalks are repaired or replaced to avoid 
any possible injuries to pedestrians. 

• Maintain any plants, flowers, or trees along sidewalk edges so that they do not hang low or inhibit pedestrians passing by.

• Cut or trim areas along curb lines where weeds or grass maybe become overgrown.   This area maintenance is the responsibility of 
property owners.

• Shovel the snow off all sidewalks as soon as possible to avoid possible fines or pedestrian injuries.   In addition, if there is a fire 
hydrant on your property be sure to clear a 3-foot radius around the hydrant and a clear path to the street.

Property owners are encouraged to work with their neighbors to maintain sidewalks throughout the Borough.   If you see any of the 
above violations feel free to contact the Ambler Borough Code Department to investigate.  Working together we can all do our part to 
provide and maintain safe, clean, attractive, and walkable neighborhoods.

FIREWORKS – LEAVE IT TO THE PROFESSIONALS   

As summer celebrations approach, residents are reminded of the following Pennsylvania restrictions for fireworks. Fireworks, and/
or sparklers can cause fires, burns, dismemberment or death if handled improperly. Pennsylvania residents are permitted to purchase 
and use consumer grade fireworks that contain a maximum of 50 milligrams of explosive material. M-80’s, cherry bombs, quarter 
sticks and any other explosive or incendiary devices with more than 50 milligrams of explosive materials and are strictly prohibited. 
Furthermore, the use and discharge of all display fireworks, including sparklers, is prohibited on all Borough property and parks. 

• Fireworks cannot be ignited or discharged on a public or private property without express permission of the property owner.   

• Fireworks cannot be discharged from or within a motor vehicle or building. 

• Fireworks cannot be discharged toward a motor vehicle or building. 

• Fireworks cannot be discharged within 150 feet of an occupied structure. 

• Fireworks cannot be discharged while the person is under the influence of alcohol, a controlled substance, or another drug. 

Ultimately, handling fireworks should be left to the professionals!  Restrictions on fireworks are for a good cause. No matter how 
small or large fireworks may be, they are a potential fire starter. It is still possible to celebrate and enjoy the holiday. Families can 
consult the newspaper or local activity calendar and attend one of several approved, licensed fireworks displays.   If you see someone 
setting off fireworks, please contact the Borough Police.  

The Borough of Ambler would 
like to thank the businesses 
that appear in this newsletter 

and to recognize them each as 
supporters and cornerstones of 

our community. For it is with their 
contributions that this newsletter has been 

produced at no charge to our residents. 
FREE STATE INSPECTION
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Spring Cleaning? Remember These Fire Safety Tips

While spring cleaning gives you an opportunity to get your 
home in order you should also focus on tasks that improve the 
safety of your home. Fires can occur when you least expect, but you 
can prevent them by following these safety guidelines:

1. Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarms – Replace smoke and 
CO alarms batteries and test them once a month by pushing the 
test button. Gently clean the alarms, but make sure to follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions first.

2. Kitchen – Keep countertops and stovetops free of grease and 
clutter. Excess grease on the drip pan or stovetop can easily catch 
fire. Clean oil and food spills immediately after they occur and wait 
until the stove is cool to wipe off oil or grease spills. Keep items that 
can catch fire, such as oven mitts, towels or wooden utensils, away 
from your stovetop.

3. Electrical Cords – Inspect the electrical cords in your home 
and replace worn or tattered ones. Avoid running cords under 
carpets or across doorways to prevent them from being damaged. 

Use extension cords only temporarily and plug major appliances 
directly into wall sockets.

4. Clothes Dryers – Excess lint in the dryer is the number one 
cause of clothes dryer fires. Clean the lint that has collected around 
the drum before or after each load of laundry. Always use a lint 
filter and clean it regularly. Move combustible items like boxes and 
clothing around your dryer to a safer area.

5. Grilling – Clean the grease or fat build-up after every use. 
Doing so not only decreases the risk of fire, but also helps the food 
cook better. Check the propane tank, hose, and all connection 
points for leaks. If you smell gas when the grill is on, turn off the 
tank and burners immediately. If you have a charcoal grill, use only 
charcoal starter fluid.

6. Escape Plan – You should have an escape plan in case of a fire 
or other disaster. The plan should include a map of each level of the 
home with two escape routes in each room. Discuss and practice 
the plan with everyone in the household, including children, and 
add pets to the plan.

Fire Safety Tips                                    Richard Lockhart, Fire Marshal                                              

NOTES FROM THE TAX COLLECTOR  Jennifer Stomsky, Tax Collector

Happy Spring 2021!

Some dates to remember: The County and Borough tax bills are 
mailed on March 1st.  

• The discount (2%) period is from March 1st until April 30th.  

• The face value period is from May 1st until June 30th.  

• Bills paid after June 30th (until December 31st) will include a 
10% penalty. 

The School tax bill is mailed on July 1st.  

• The discount (2%) period is from July 1st until August 31st.  

• The face value period is from September 1st until October 
31st.  

• Bills paid after June 30th (until December 31st) will include a 
10% penalty.   

• If you would like to pay your school bill using the three 
coupons that accompany it, you must pay the first coupon on 
or before July 31st. If you choose this option, please remember 
to pay the next two coupons on September 15th and October 
31st, or you will be subject to a 10% penalty. Also, please keep 
in mind that you do not get the 2% discount with this option.

Per Wissahickon School District Resolution W-6-17, 
Continuation of Real Estate Tax Installment Payment Plan 
(effective 12-Jun-2017), a taxpayer who is delinquent by more 
than ten (10) days on any installment payments is ineligible for the 
installment payment option in the following fiscal year beginning 
July 1. 

Interim taxes are collected all year.  These are extra taxes assessed 
when you make renovations to your home. 

In-person hours for collection continue to be suspended 
due to COVID-19.  Other methods of paying include mail (P.O. 
Box 3087, Ambler, PA 19002), lockbox located on the porch of 
262 N. Spring Garden St., online using a credit card or e-check, 
or on the phone using a credit card. Please note that credit card 
payments include a 2.65% fee and e-checks have a flat $1.50 fee. 

The link to the online system is 
available on the Borough website, 
boroughofambler.com. If you pay 
online, a receipt will be emailed 
to you. If you want a receipt when 
paying by mail or lockbox, please 
include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope and BOTH copies of the 
bill. Please do not send in payment 
without at least the tax collector 
portion (bottom half) of your bill. It helps me to identify what 
parcel is being paid, which assures that your bills are paid correctly 
and in a timely manner. 

Cash is accepted but check or certified funds are encouraged. If 
paying by cash, please make sure your phone number and/or email 
address are on the envelope before putting it in the lockbox.

I have tentatively scheduled in-person collection hours during 
the last two weeks of discount (dependent on county infection 
rates). Please review the information on your bill carefully for 
details.  

I am closed on weekends, evenings, and holidays. This includes 
primary and election days. 

Many people like to pay their taxes using their bank’s online bill 
payment. Please be careful when doing this as the payments are not 
automatic. It can take 3 to 5 days for me to receive your payment, 
and if you are close to the end of a deadline you risk the payment 
being late, which will result in you owing more. 

If you are on Facebook, please follow my page, Ambler Borough 
Tax Collector Jennifer Stomsky for news, updates, changes in my 
office hours, or general information. Or follow me on Twitter at 
@AmblerBoroTC. You can also contact me by phone at 215-367-
5663 or via email at amblerborotaxcollector@gmail.com

Please feel free to reach out to me directly with any questions or 
concerns.
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

WISSAHICKON VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY – Ambler Branch                       www.wvpl.org

209 Race Street, Ambler PA  19002                        Anne Hall, Branch Manager                                     215-646-1072

LIBRARY HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY   11 AM to 7 PM

SATURDAY   10 AM TO 2 PM
The renovation and expansion of the Ambler branch of the Wissahickon Valley 

Public Library was completed in October, 2020.   

LIBRARY SERVICES

As of the date of publication, the library anticipates being open for safe browsing.  

Due to Covid-19, the library has been offering contactless pick-up services by 
appointment, reference services by telephone, and online programs for children 
and adults.

BLOOD DRIVE – JUNE 3RD – Borough Hall Gym. 
We are a regular community site for American Red Cross Blood Drives.  
To make an appointment to give, go online to www.redcrossblood.org 

(keyword:  ambler) or call 1-800-Red-Cross.  
The need is constant.  The gratification is instant.    

• Contactless Pickup by Appointment

• Limited Browsing (expected in April)

• Library Go Bag Concierge Service – librarians fill a bag of 
books and movies based on patron’s reading (or viewing) 
preferences

• Take home craft kits for children (monthly)

Online Programs

• Children’s story times

• Children’s programs

• Summer Reading Program

• Adult educational programs

• Book Group – 2nd Thursday of each month at 2:30 pm

• Cookbook Group – 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm

• Conversational ESL – Mondays at 10:30 am

Please visit our online calendar at WWW.WVPL.ORG for a complete listing of events.

YMCA KNIGHT PARK SUMMER DAY CAMP - ‘WHERE SUMMER HAPPENS’                                                
Every summer, the Ambler Area YMCA, working with the Borough of Ambler, offers children 

residing within Ambler Borough a safe and positive place to spend their summer days -- Knight Park 
Summer Day Camp.    This year, camp will run June 21st – July 30th.  Camp fee is $50 per week per 
child. Drop off and pick up is at the Ambler Borough Hall Gym Entrance, 131 Rosemary Avenue.  
Camp hours run from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday. (No extended Camp Care).  

Day campers walk to Knight Park each morning, weather permitting, for structured activities. Energetic, creative, and well-trained staff 
encourage youth participation in a wide variety of activities including sports, arts & crafts, science, gardening, character development, and 
cooperative play. This will also be the fifth year the YMCA has partnered with the Wissahickon Valley Watershed providing campers with the 
opportunity for Nature Activities and Exploration.   Ratio is 1:10. For more information contact Christie Dunning 215-628-9950 X1573 or 
go to www.philaymca.org .  

Camp Registration:   May 5th (5-7 p.m.)

Ambler Borough Hall, 131 Rosemary Avenue

Weather Permitting for Outside Registration 

or register at the Ambler Area YMCA starting May 6th 

Proof of Ambler Borough residency is required at registration
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Ambler Borough Police Department           Chief of Police Robert Hoffman 

  PUBLIC SAFETY NOTES                                                    www.AmblerPD.org

Time to talk about frauds…again…

Seems like every day you get an email thanking you for a purchase 
you never made, or a service you never used.  These emails are an 
attempt to get your personal information.  The scammer is hoping 
you will contact them to straighten out the billing error. This is 
their opportunity to attempt to extract information from you.  

If you believe you are being targeted, check your credit card 
statement, or accounts.  Chances are the item or service is not listed 
there.  

Scammers evolve with the times; they implement new schemes 
to trick you into providing personal information and account 
information.  Be vigilant when asked to provide account numbers 
or passwords.  Some scammers will ask you to allow them to access 
your PC remotely, claiming they will fix the problem.  

Tips for protecting yourself when shopping online:  

• Pay by credit card
• Know who you’re buying from (is the seller, or company 

familiar to you)
• Do not use public Wi-Fi to shop
• Check site security before you buy
Package Delivery Scams: 

 Online shopping provides another opportunity for scammers. 
Scammers will use text messages and email to “phish” for personal 
information regarding an outstanding delivery (again, you know 
what you purchased and what you didn’t purchase). 

COVID-19 Related scams:  Scammers are using the pandemic, 
so be aware.

Contact tracing scams – Legitimate contact tracers will never 
ask for your social security number, Insurance info, credit card, or 
bank information.

Learn to recognize the scam:

  Scammers will sometimes:

• Try to gain trust by claiming to be from a well-known business 
(known banks, computer protection services, etc.)

• Suggest their own verification procedures, like going to 
websites they have created or calling phone numbers they 
provide to you.

• Know how to appeal to your emotions.
• Create a sense of urgency to get you to make decisions without 

thinking.
Report threatening calls or emails claiming to be from the IRS 

directly to them online, or by calling 1-800-366-4484. Report 
suspicious website links that claim to be the IRS, to phishing@irs.gov.  

Report fraud, scams and bad business 
practices to the Federal Trade Commission at:   
ReportFraud.ftc.gov.

• The FTC cannot resolve individual fraud reports, 
but they can help you to get your money back.  

• The FTC accepts reports related to many topics including.
• Identity Theft
• National DO NOT Call registry violations
• Computers, the internet and online privacy
• Telemarketing scams
• Credit scams
• Immigration scams
• Sweepstakes, lotteries, and prizes
• Business opportunities and work-at-home schemes
• Health and weight products
• Debt collection, credit reports, and financial matters
If you are not sure or do not feel comfortable speaking with a 

person and or company, hang up and call back.

If you feel if you have been a victim of a scam report it 
immediately to your local Police Department. 

PRESCRIPTION &  
OVER-THE-COUNTER DRUG DISPOSAL

Ambler’s Police Dept. Lobby is a convenient 24/7 drug 
disposal location.  All drugs will be destroyed in a legal and 
environmentally friendly manner. Check out our Facebook page 
-- Ambler Borough Police Department -- for further details.



Insurance Shopper AgencyInsurance Shopper Agency
If you have State Farm, Allstate, Progressive or Geico... 

Let us shop for you!

AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Established in 1979 and now located across  
from CVS in the heart of Ambler Borough

Family Owned and Operated 
Let our Family take care of yours

PA INSURANCE DEPARTMENT STATES: 
Choosing an insurance company is an important decision. 
SO A GOOD RULE OF THUMB IS TO COMPARE AT  

LEAST THREE COMPANIES.

WE SHOP, YOU SAVE 
Call us and start saving today! 

877-386-2601 Toll Free •• 215-642-0688 Direct 
570-386-2600

www.insuranceshopper.com 
275 E. Butler Avenue • Ambler, PA 19002 
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100 E. Butler Ave, Ambler, PA 19002 • 215-367-5977

Follow Us for Events 
& Special Deals!

Rita’s of Ambler
3 QUARTS  
OF ICE   
FOR $16 plus tax

Valid Only at Ambler
Not valid with any other offer. Limit  
one offer per guest. Expires 9/30/21.

BUY 2, GET 1 FREE 
TREATS ONLY
Excludes quarts and 
party packs.

Valid Only at Ambler
Not valid with any other offer. Limit  
one offer per guest. Expires 9/30/21.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC  610-527-0900 (office)

RACHEL MCGINN
Realtor®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Fox & Roach, REALTORS®
Bryn Mawr Office

Cell: 215-530-3219
Office: 610-527-0900

rachel@rachelmcginn.com
www.rachelmcginnrealestate.com

“Rachel is absolutely the BEST Realtor you can find! She treated us like 
family, and tirelessly worked to meet our needs. Her knowledge and expertise 

are surpassed only by her work ethic and genuine caring for her clients.”

-Wendy Brockman

Let my expertise be your  Let my expertise be your  
advantage. advantage. 

Call me on my cell anytime. Call me on my cell anytime. 
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152 S. MAIN ST  •  (215) 248-4300  •  DWYEROIL.COM
WALTER A. DWYER, INC.

Thank you for the privilege of continuing 
to serve your Ambler, Pennsylvania home 
comfort needs during these trying times. 

Located in Ambler since 1983. Serving our customers since 1875.

Heating, Air Conditioning, Plumbing & Oil Delivery


